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Church on the Park

Text: “Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to 
you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you 
yourselves know. This man was handed over to you by God’s set purpose and 
foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him 
to the cross. But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, 
because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him.” (Acts 2:22-24)

Intro: When the power of the Holy Spirit came upon Peter, he didn’t preach that God will 
make your life better and improve your social standing. He didn’t tell them that God 
desired to make them more powerful, more wealthy and more attractive. Instead, his 
message centered around one thing––Jesus lived, died and rose again. Jesus is Lord 
and God wants you to turn to him and submit to him.

The Undercover Boss

Let’s keep reading the verses following Acts 2:24 to hear what Peter preached. Why? 
Because he is a good model for us. Peter talks about Lordship, joy, David, a throne, 
victory.

• “For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, “The Lord said to my Lord: 
‘Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.’” Therefore 
let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both 
Lord and Christ. When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said 
to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” (Acts 2:34-37)

1) The declaration that “Jesus is Lord” is revolutionary
• Romans 10:8-11

• Today, we’ve lost the revolutionary element of that statement.
• For a Roman to say these words were to defy Caesar. It could be seen as 

treason and worthy of punishment. 
• To say the words “Jesus is Lord” often meant persecution for the early 

believers. Therefore, to say that statement meant that people had to count the 
costs. “I am willing to pay the price of declaring Jesus as my Lord?”

• John 18:34-37, *John 19:12, 15

2) The resurrection of Jesus is proof that the heavenly Father made Jesus both 
Lord and Messiah

• The statement “Jesus is Lord” is either blasphemous or true––it can only be one 
or the other, there’s no middle ground.

• Why? Because only God can be Lord and King (Isa. 44:6-8)
• So if Jesus is proclaiming he is Lord, he is either a liar, a lunatic or false prophet. 
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• Therefore, God raised him from the dead as proof and acceptance of his 
sacrifice. Moreover, he fulfilled all the prophesies of Scripture regarding the 
Messiah

• “Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel 
of God, which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy 
Scriptures, concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according 
to the flesh, who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection 
from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Rom. 
1:1-4)

• Compare Isa. 44:6-8 with Rev. 1:17-18, 19:11-16

3) Have you declared that Jesus is your Lord? Are you living like Jesus is your 
Lord?

• The sign over the cross said...John 19:19
• The sign tells us who he is. No matter how you treat him, he is still Lord. And 

the greatest example of his Lordship is when he is sacrificing his life for you a 
sinner. 

• Just one look by the Master caused Peter to melt in repentance before God (Luke 
23). This is the type of heart Peter had and it made him a great pillar of God’s 
church.

• Have you declared Jesus as your Lord? Have you surrendered to him? Have you 
turned from your life of sin to Jesus’ resurrection life?

• Matt 7:21-23
• Matt. 6:24 - “No one can have two masters...”

Conclusion: The confession that “Jesus is Lord” is a revolutionary one. When you 
really make it from the heart, knowing by faith that God raised Jesus from the dead, it 
will revolutionize your life. Today, make that your confession and surrender to his 
Lordship.

END NOTES

“You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with 
power, and how He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with Him.“We are witnesses of all the things He did both in the land 
of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They also put Him to death by hanging Him on a cross. 
“God raised Him up on the third day and granted that He become visible, not to all the 
people, but to witnesses who were chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us who ate 
and drank with Him after He arose from the dead. “And He ordered us to preach to the 
people, and solemnly to testify that this is the One who has been appointed by God as 
Judge of the living and the dead. “Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His 
name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins.” (Acts 10:39-43)

“No one can have two masters...” You can’t be master and also have Jesus as your 
master. You can’t be mastered by a religious system and also be mastered by Jesus. 
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(The story about the In Sync book. “If the foundations be destroyed what can the 
righteous do?”)
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