
Expansion: A Word for 2015
07 - Walking with Jesus

Church on the Park | Sunday, 04 JAN 2015

Text: Isaiah 54:1-3

Theme: The Father is expanding his Kingdom, but first he has to expand you.

Intro: Today, I want to share with you a word God gave me for 2015––expansion. This is a word 
not only for this year, but by God’s grace, the years to come. This word is not a new word, it’s 
been something the Father has been doing since the cross and resurrection. Our text this 
morning is Isaiah 54:1-3. It graphically portrays an abundant fruitfulness of new birth. It shows 
the Kingdom of God expanding to the left and the right. It pictures growth even in the midst of 
hardship and difficulty. God is going somewhere and nothing can stop him. But how is all this 
growth possible? It’s the overflow of Isaiah 53––that is, the cross and resurrection. The cross 
and the resurrection makes the supernatural growth of God’s Kingdom and his church possible.

1) Sing even if the supernatural is not breaking through. (Isa. 54:1)
• This passage (Isa. 54) is calling us to faith. Faith enables us to see what cannot be seen 

(Heb. 11:1).
• God is calling you to sing and praise him, to shout for joy, even if you are barren.
• But it’s not faith based on presumption or whatever you will, it’s faith based on what God 

has done through his suffering servant in Isaiah 53. 
• Isaiah 54 shows us the fruit of Isaiah 53, the garden that grows out of the tree of the 

cross. (prophesied most likely during Hezekiah’s reign 716-697BC)
• This passage calls the barren to sing and rejoice. Now why would a barren woman want 

to rejoice. Barrenness according to Scripture is a curse. Why rejoice? Why sing and shout 
for joy?

• Because the Father was about to do a new thing, a miracle. He is going to bring life out 
of death and blessings out of a curse.
• He is going to bring the nations into the Kingdom.

• What story of Scripture matches these pictures? What do the images in these verses 
call to mind? What do you see?

• * “Look to the rock from which you were hewn; look to Abraham your father…” (Isa. 
51:1-2)
• barrenness, joy, singing, new birth, expansion, tents, cords, pegs, spreading out, north 

and south, seed, inheritance, gentiles, cities 
• This passage reminds us of Abraham’s call and story (*Heb. 11:8-12; Genesis 12:1-9)

• Abraham’s story is one of stepping out before the blessing, before the manifestation.
• The word for ‘pitch’ in this passage (Gen. 12) and the word ‘stretch’ in Isaiah 54:2 is 

the same. (see endnotes)
• Abraham teaches us that if we are going to walk with God we need to walk by faith.

• Did you know that all of the Matriarchs in Genesis (except Leah) were barren? Each one 
needed supernatural intervention to bear children. 
• There is a reason for this. God wants his work to be done through his own power, not 

our performance or skill.
• The Father brings us to impossible situations to reveal to us his power.

© Copyrighted by Glen Gerhauser, 2015



• Sarah was barren her whole life and then when Abraham and Sarah were passed the 
child rearing years, God did a miracle, and they gave birth to Isaac (which means 
laughter).
• Genesis 17:15-19, 21; Genesis 18:9-15 (v. 6 - *three measures of flour)

• Do you know where this verse (Isa 54:1) is quoted in the NT? Galatians 4:27
• Galatians 3:14, 29

• This year God wants to surprise us and make us laugh at his breakthroughs. This joy is 
only possible when you’ve been in a deep valley and realise that this is impossible without 
God.

• God wants you to start singing and praising before the breakthrough, before the 
promise. That is faith.

• 2015 is a year for singing and new songs. It’s a year for shouting and praising, for not 
holding back the joy of the Lord that is within you.

2) By faith prepare for expansion even before it happens (Isa. 54:2)
• God always gives us his word before he actually does the things. That’s because his 

word is creative and causes his will to come to pass.
• In ancient Jewish times, they would make tents out of dark, hand-woven, three feet 

wide, goats’ hair skins (IVP Background). When there was additions to the family, they 
could sow on new patches. They would also need to strengthen the poles and cords to 
handle the added pressure.

• Here, Father is telling us, a great harvest of souls is coming into the kingdom and we 
need to prepare.

• **Short-circuited** - This week we found out our phone line had been short-circuited 
during the storms. 
• If you are not prepared you will be short circuited.
• Because we are in covenant relationship with God, he doesn’t do anything alone, he 

chooses to use us.
• Our Father wants us to provide a home for these newly born again people. He desires 

them to come into a place of hospitality and welcome, a place where they will be loved 
and fed. 
• John 21 - “Feed my lambs…Take care of my sheep…Feed my sheep.”

• God is telling us this year to enlarge and stretch.
• First, God enlarges our hearts before he enlarges our territory (ministry). (Ps 119:32)

• Make room for loving more people.
• Let your heart make room for more and consistent obedience to God.

3) Love will cause the Kingdom of God to grow in and through you (Isa. 54:2-3)
• Kingdom expansion takes both faith and love (Gal. 5:6)
• Jesus’ Kingdom parables: Matthew 13:31-35. The Mustard Seed and the Yeast.

• Wherever you live and work, you are that mustard seed and yeast.
• “Hid” - the secret work of the kingdom within you causes the expansion of the 

Kingdom through you. ἐγκρύπτω egkrúptō
• Jesus uses the word that is like our English word, encryption
• The Word of God and the Presence of God experienced in prayer is like yeast, 

expanding your soul. 
• The Word of God taken into you will create an inward pressure on the walls of your soul, 

stretching, lengthening, deepening and strengthening you.
• Make a commitment to get into the Word everyday of this year. Have a plan.
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• This all happens through love. Love for God and his Kingdom creates a love for others, 
moving you to stretch yourself for those dead in sin (1 Kings 17:19-24).
• Love will cause you to go where you haven’t gone before and to make room for those 

you would ignore.
• *Colossians Prayer: Col. 1:9-14
• If we are the house of God, God’s tent, then Isaiah 54:1-3 is calling us to strengthen 

one another and to build each other’s lives for the purpose of God’s harvest.

Conclusion: It is through faith in God’s Word and love for God and people that you enlarge the 
tent of your life and the church. This is a year for us to make room for new spiritual births and 
provide a home for these children of God.

ENDNOTES

Isaiah 54:1-3

1  “Shout for joy, O barren one, you who have borne no child;       
Break forth into joyful shouting and cry aloud, you who have not travailed;
For the sons of the desolate one will be more numerous
Than the sons of the married [slave] woman,” says the Lord.

2  “Enlarge the place of your tent;            
Stretch out the curtains of your dwellings, spare not;
Lengthen your cords
And strengthen your pegs.

3  “For you will spread abroad [breakout] to the right [south] and to the left             
[north].

And your descendants [seed] will possess [inherit] nations [Gentiles]
And will resettle the desolate cities.

In Isaiah 54:1-3 the prophet is painting for us a beautiful picture, reminding us of the rock from 
which Israel was hewn. It’s words are even more applicable to us today, on whom the 
“culmination of the ages” have come. What Isaiah is prophesying is actually taking place in our 
day and I believe the Lord wants to highlight it for us in 2015. 

This prophecy has to do with the great harvest of Gentiles (ethnically diverse peoples) coming 
into God’s Kingdom.

Here is both the story and call of Abraham in a prophecy. This is both a story and call that we 
have inherited. That is, it’s your story and call in Christ Jesus. This is the ‘train’ you are on. (see 
Galatians. Do you know where Isaiah 54:1 is quoted in the NT?)

Genesis 12:1-9

1  Now the Lord said to Abram,       
“Go forth from your country,
And from your relatives
And from your father’s house,
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To the land which I will show you;
2  And I will make you a great nation,            

And I will bless you,
And make your name great;
And so cyou shall be a blessing;

3  And I will bless those who bless you,            
And the one who curses you I will curse.
And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.”

4  So Abram went forth as the Lord had spoken to him; and Lot went with him. Now        
Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.

5  Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his nephew, and all their possessions which        
they had accumulated, and the persons which they had acquired in Haran, and 
they set out for the land of Canaan; thus they came to the land of Canaan.

6  Abram passed through the land as far as the site of Shechem, to the oak of        
Moreh. Now the Canaanite was then in the land.

7  The Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your descendants I will give this land.”        
So he built an altar there to the Lord who had appeared to him.

8  Then he proceeded from there to the mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched        
his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; and there he built an altar to 
the Lord and called upon the name of the Lord.

Hebrews 11:8-12

8  By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he        
was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was 
going.

9  By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling        
in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise;

10  for he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder      
is God.

11  By faith even Sarah herself received ability to conceive, even beyond the proper      
time of life, since she considered Him faithful who had promised.

12  Therefore there was born even of one man, and him as good as dead at that, as      
many descendants as the stars of heaven in number, and innumerable as the 
sand which is by the seashore.

1470. ἐγκρύπτω egkrúptō; fut. egkrúpsō, from en (1722), in, and krúptō (2928), to 
hide. To hide in something. Trans., as if by covering or mixing (Sept.: Josh. 7:21). By 
implication, it means to mix in, knead in leaven with flour (Matt. 13:33; Luke 13:21; 
Sept.: Ezek. 4:12).

Syn.: kalúptō (2572), to cover, conceal; sumperilambánō (4843), to include.
Ant.: phaneróō (5319), to manifest; emphanízō (1718), to make manifest; 

apokalúptō (601), to reveal; apokleíō (608), to exclude from; exairéō (1807), to tear out; 
exaírō (1808), to remove.

***
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The beginning of Isaiah 54:1 is a call to faith, actually all of Isaiah 54:1-3 is a call to faith.
In our church history we have had a few of these kinds of miracles.

In this prophecy (Isaiah 54:1-3) we are reminded of Sarah the desolate one and Hagar, the 
slave who was fertile. 

There are two different kinds of churches and believers. Those who excel based on their 
inherent skill and performance, and those who only want to succeed through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Think of Hannah and Peninah. 

One lives by faith and God’s directions, the other lives by sight and their own abilities. 

God wants us to see his will and give birth to it.

Jerusalem above is the mother of us all.

The power of the church is shifting from superstars to supernatural saints. From centralization to 
decentralization. The decentralization, though, is based on a divine unity that comes from 
submission to the Lordship of Jesus. 

Stretch out your faith. Remember the story of Elijah stretching himself out on the boy. Faith 
stretches and love stretches to impart life.

Your faith has to cost you something. 

Children are costly and spiritual children are more costly. We need to provide home for them.

Faith enlarges and stretches. Love lengthens and strengthens. 

Lengthen

Strengthen. You cannot hold the extra blessings unless you are inwardly strengthened.

If you are the house of God, and you are the tent of the Lord, then this passage means we are 
enlarging, stretching, lengthening and strengthening one another. The home that the lost will 
come to is a place of love and connection, where people are one. Real community will bring real 
conversions. 

We must watch out for using the spiritual as an excuse. It mean cost us finances, time, space, 
resources, leisure, but it will be fulfilling. 

You will be fulfilled as you fulfill God’s will. 

1352     ,extend, stretch out, spread out, pitch, turn, pervert, incline (nāṭâ) נָטָה
bend, bow.
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Derivatives 

1352a .below (maṭṭâ) מַּטָה
1352b .staff (maṭṭeh) מַּטֶה
1352c .bed (miṭṭâ) מִּטָה
1352d .spreading, outspreading (mūṭṭâ) מֻּטָה
1352e .that which is warped (mūṭṭeh) מֻּטֶה

The 215 occurrences of this verb, excluding derivatives, are translated some thirty-
five different ways in the KJV alone. The ASV and RSV add other renderings to this 
wide range of English expressions.

The root meaning of “extend,” “stretch out,” is especially common in the Qal stem. 
Exodus records that Moses “stretched out” his hand (usually his rod is also mentioned) 
over the waters of Egypt (Ex 7:19), over the land of Egypt (Ex 10:13), toward heaven 
(Ex 9:23; 10:21–22) and over the Red Sea (Ex 14:16, 21, 26–27). A javelin (Josh 8:18, 
26) or a sword (Ezk 30:25) is “stretched out” in the hand. A woman displays her 
haughtiness with an “outstretched neck” (Isa 3:16). A measuring line is “stretched over” 
a city (II Kgs 21:13; Zech 1:16; cf. Isa 44:13).

Although a man may defiantly “stretch forth” his hand against God (Job 15:25), 
anthropomorphically, it is ultimately God’s hand which “stretches out” in judgment 
against man (Isa 5:25; 23:11; 31:3; Jer 6:12; 15:6; 51:25 et al.). Likewise, it is by an 
“outstretched” arm that God redeems and delivers man (Ex 6:6; Deut 4:34; 5:15; 11:2 et 
al.).

nāṭâ is often used for both “spreading out” (i.e. “pitching”) one’s own tent (Gen 12:8; 
26:25; 35:21; Jud 4:11; II Sam 16:22) and the tabernacle of the religious community (Ex 
33:7; II Sam 6:17; I Chr 16:1). “To spread” a tent, figuratively, is to be established as a 
people (Jer 10:20). “To stretch out” the curtains of a tent, is symbolic of growth (Isa 
54:2). nāṭâ is also figuratively used of Yahweh, the Creator, whose hands “stretched out” 
the heavens as a tent (Isa 40:22; 42:5; 44:24; 45:12 et al.). In addition, the root is used 
of the “extending” (i.e. growing long) of shadows (II Kgs 20:10; Ps 109:23; 102:11 [H 
12]; Jer 6:4] and the “stretching out” of a valley (Num 24:6). The root also occurs with 
the basic meaning of “to bend.” A wadi “bends” (i.e. slopes, Num 21:15), the shoulder of 
an ass “bends down” with a load (Gen 49:15), and one “bends down” (i.e. tilts) a pitcher 
of water to pour a drink (Gen 24:14). The term is also used figuratively of the 
“perverting” or “warping” of justice, the condemnation of which lies at the heart of 
Israel’s law code (see Ex 23:6; Deut 16:19; 24:17; 27:19; I Sam 8:3; Isa 10:2; 29:21; 
Lam 3:35; Amos 2:7; 5:12; Mal 3:5).

A large number of other references employing nāṭâ carry the nuance of “turn,” 
“incline,” or “decline.” It is used in the literal sense of “turning aside” or “away,” or 
“diverting” from the path (Num 20:17; 21:22; 22:23, 26, 33; II Sam 6:10) or “turning 
toward” something (Gen 38:1, 16).

But most usages are figurative. One’s heart may “turn away” (i.e. shift its loyalty, 
apostatize; cf. I Kgs 11:2–4, 9) or “be swayed” (II Sam 19:14 [H 15]). On the other hand, 
one’s heart may be “inclined” to God and his commands (Josh 24:23; I Kgs 8:58; Ps 
119:36). Also common is the expression “to incline the ear” (i.e. listen obediently) in 
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reference to men paying heed to God (Jer 7:24, 26; 11:8; 17:23 et al.), God toward men 
(II Kgs 19:16; Isa 37:17; Dan 9:18), and men to the words of a sage (Prov 4:20; 5:1, 13; 
22:17). The word nāṭâ is used with the meaning “decline” in reference to a shadow (II 
Kgs 20:10), day (Jud 19:8–9), and figuratively, of one’s rapid physical decline in life (Ps 
102:11 [H 12]; 109:23).

2143    .be wide (rāḥab) ָרחַב

Derivatives 

2143aַרחַב (raḥab) breadth, broad expanse (Job 36:16; 38:18).
2143bֹרחַב (rōḥab) breadth, expanse, width.
2143cָרחָב (rāḥāb) broad, wide.
2143dְרחֹוב (rĕḥôb) open place.
2143eמְֶרחָב (merḥāb) broad, roomy place (Hos 4:16; Ps 31:9).

An important West Semitic root. rāḥab occurs in a most incisive Canaanite gloss in 
Amarna letter 162.41 showing that it was used in common parlance in Palestine c. 1370 
b.c. It is found in Ugaritic, rḥb, and later Semitic dialects and is cognate to Akkadian 
rêbu. rāḥab appears over twenty times in the ot. A number of derivative forms of rāḥab 
are also found and the precise differentiation between them has been confused in the 
versions.

The root is used in two completely different semantic extensions. The term is used to 
describe the breadth or expanse of land or the width of an object. The root often occurs 
in descriptions of the spaciousness of the land of Canaan (Gen 26:22). It is the root of 
the place name, Rehoboth in the same context. It is repeated in reaffirmations of the 
extent of Israel’s promised inheritance both during and after the conquest of Canaan 
(Ex 34:24; Deut 12:20; Isa 54:2). The term also describes architectural features of the 
heavenly temple in prophetic vision (Ezk 41:7). However, its most frequent occurrence 
is in psychologically revealing phrases involving parts of the body or bodily attributes. 
These phrases are completely colloquial and defy literal translation. The root rāḥab 
appears with the following nouns in colloquial phrases: “mouth” (I Sam 2:1; Ps 35:21; 
81:11; Isa 57:4): “heart” (Ps 119:32; Isa 60:5): “troubles of the heart” (Ps 25:17): 
“steps” (Ps 18:37): “nepesh” (Isa 57:8). Of special interest is the extremely obscure 
usage of rāḥab in Ps 4:1 [H 2] read by KJV, “Thou hast enlarged me”; RSV, “Thou hast 
given me room”; jps (v. 2), “Thou who didst set me free”; NIV “Give me relief.” Since it is 
a colloquial expression practically defying translation, all these attempts are in a 
measure correct. In the view of the worldly-wise man, Prov uses the verb only once 
(18:16) to apply to the increase of “money.” The term is one which has no single English 
equivalent. it may best be translated in all its colloquial usages as “made greater the 
effect of mouth, heart, etc.” Although this is a clumsy translation it brings some 
semblance of the original Semitic flavor to all passages wherein it occurs.
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 ,Breadth, expanse, width. The masculine noun formed from the root .(rōḥab) ֹרחַב
rāḥab, is used nearly one hundred times in the ot, thirtyseven times in Ezk 40–43, 45, 
46, 48. It appears initially in Gen 6:15, KJV “breadth,” which is the translation of the root 
in both KJV and RSV in some seventy-two occurrences. In twenty-two occurrences KJV 
reads “broad” (Ex 27:1). This is the translation followed in fifteen of the Ezk usages. 
None of the other versions are any more consistent. In a few occurrences the KJV 
diverges from these two regular meanings of rōḥab. In two passages the KJV reads 
“thickness” (Ezk 41:9; 42:10). In the latter passage the RSV supplies an acceptable 
paraphrase, “Where the outside wall begins.” In the single passage (I Kgs 4:29) KJV 
translates “largeness of heart.” RSV incorrectly supplies “largeness of mind.” The word 
is fairly easy to understand in its many contexts.

 Broad, wide, large. This adjective appears twenty-one times in the ot .(rāḥāb) ָרחָב
and modifies many different subjects. The promised land of Palestine is said to be 
“broad” (Ex 3:8). In comparison to God’s knowledge, the sea is not “so wide” (Job 11:9). 
In another image, the breach made by an invading army is said to be “wide” (Job 
30:14). The word also describes the breadth of God’s commands (Ps 119:96) and the 
height of human arrogance (Ps 101:5).

 ,Open place. A noun developed from rāḥab and cognate to Ugaritic rḥb .(rĕḥôb) ְרחֹוב
Akkadian rêbītu. It is used in a slightly variant form, rĕḥôb without the waw. In all, it 
occurs forty-two times in all sections of the ot. The initial usage appears in Gen 19:2 in 
the angelic visitation to Lot in Sodom, KJV, RSV “street,” jps “broad place,” but better 
translated, “open area.” The term is always used of a square, market place, or pasture 
within a town or village (Neh 8:1). These “squares” were public areas and were 
unfortunately used for idol shrines in the time of Israel’s apostasy (Ezk 16:24, 31), but 
they are to be distinguished from the broad area at the city gates where public business 
was done and courts operated.

W.W.
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