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Questions: A) Were the real Jews black? If so what does this mean in regards to end time 
prophesies? B) According to Matthew 5:19, is it saying that those who teach others to break the 
commandments still end up in Heaven? C) In the end times? (I'm guessing what it would look like 
and to be prepared) What will happen in the end-times?

Tonight, I want to mainly answer the second question and its application for us here.

Our question comes from Matthew 5:19. But in order to understand it, we need to put it in context.

Most Biblical questions can be answered through context. Context means the surrounding 
passages and content.

There are two main layers of context here: First, Matthew 5:17-20 and Second, the whole Sermon 
on the Mount.

The Sermon on the Mount is the foundation of God’s Kingdom. It’s the Kingdom constitution. It’s 
main purpose is to show us God’s righteous, and how we, as God’s people, are to live. It’s an 
introduction to God’s new covenant Kingdom. 

People who are real with God will enter the Kingdom of heaven. People who play games 
with God will not. 

“For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the 
teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven” - Matt. 5:20 

What does righteousness mean? In Hebrew, it most likely comes from the root “straight.” 
In Scripture it means, God’s standard or living according to God’s way. A righteous 
person is one who obeys God––who is just and authentic. In other words, someone who 
isn’t playing games with God.  

Jesus makes a distinction between the Pharisees’ righteousness and God’s 
righteousness. 

Understanding murder and adultery in light of the Kingdom. (Matthew 5:21-26) 

To curse someone or call someone an insulting name means you “will be in danger of 
the fire of hell” (Matt. 5:22). 

Deal radically with sin (Matt. 5:27-30). The opposite of righteousness is sin.  

Who will make it into God’s kingdom? Matthew 7:15-27 

By the end of reading the Sermon of the Mount we should feel and see our uncleanness 
before God. And that is why we are immediately introduced to the man with leprosy 
(Matthew 8:1-4). 

The only way to be real with God is through Jesus Christ and the cross. 



Faith in God’s work is what makes us real.  

Faith vs. Fruit. 

Get Back Up Again - Learn how to walk 

A toddler seems to get into everything. In the same way, a new believer can get involved 
in all sorts of bad teaching and groups.  

The end times are all about one thing: Jesus coming again to bring his Kingdom to earth. 
The main question you need to ask yourself is: are you ready for Jesus and his Kingdom? 
(Matt. 24:36-51; 25:1-13)  

The New American Commentary, Craig Blomberg 

5:17 Now Christ makes clear that he is not contradicting the law, but neither is he 
preserving it unchanged. He comes “to fulfill” it, i.e., he will bring the law to its intended 
goal. This is what the Pharisees and scribes have missed, who therefore need a greater 
conformity to God’s standards (v. 20). Both the Law and the Prophets together (v. 17) and 
the Law by itself (v. 18) were standard Jewish ways of referring to the entire Hebrew 
Scriptures (our Old Testament).

Fulfillment of Scripture, as throughout chaps. 1–4, refers to the bringing to fruition of its 
complete meaning. Here Jesus views his role as that of fulfilling all of the Old Testament. 
This claim has massive hermeneutical implications and challenges both classic Reformed 
and Dispensationalist perspectives. It is inadequate to say either that none of the Old 
Testament applies unless it is explicitly reaffirmed in the New or that all of the Old 
Testament applies unless it is explicitly revoked in the New. Rather, all of the Old 
Testament remains normative and relevant for Jesus’ followers (2 Tim 3:16), but none of it 
can rightly be interpreted until one understands how it has been fulfilled in Christ. Every 
Old Testament text must be viewed in light of Jesus’ person and ministry and the changes 
introduced by the new covenant he inaugurated. Nor is there any evidence here for the 
common Christian division of the law into moral, civil, and ceremonial categories or for 
elevating the Ten Commandments above others. This is not to say that the law cannot or 
should not be subdivided, but valid divisions will probably require greater thematic nuance 
and sophistication.25

5:18 Verse 18 reaffirms the absolute authority of all of the Scriptures down to the 
smallest components of individual words. They will endure for all time but with the 
important qualification “until everything is accomplished.” With the coming of Christ, many 
aspects of the law are brought to complete fruition (e.g., the need for sacrifices, on which 
see Hebrews). In other instances certain requirements of the law endure until Christ’s 
coming again (e.g., classically, love of neighbor and God).27 In short, Christian application 
of the Old Testament must always take into account both the continuities and the 
discontinuities with the New Testament. Given this hermeneutic, correct teaching and 
practice of all “these commandments” (v. 19, almost certainly referring back to the Old 
Testament law just mentioned) are crucial. Jesus will give six illustrations of such correct 
interpretation shortly (vv. 21–48).

5:19 “Breaks” (lysē) involves a word play with “abolish” in v. 17 (katalysai) and is better 
rendered “sets aside” (as no longer applicable). The “least of these commandments” 
reflects a typical Jewish view of a hierarchy or ranking of God’s priorities in the Torah, 
which Jesus himself elsewhere endorses (e.g., 23:23) even as he challenges some of the 
Pharisees’ and scribes’ priorities. Even worse is their practice, as teachers, of not only 
misconstruing God’s will but also leading others astray. But here Jesus is concerned most 



with his disciples as teachers, as he contrasts greatness and obscurity within the kingdom. 
Variation of ranking within the community of God’s people is best taken as referring to 
those whom God will truly honor in the present age. It is not as clear whether Jesus 
intends such ranking to include varying status in eternity, an idea that 20:1–16 seems to 
rule out.

5:20 Jesus next introduces a new category of individuals, those who are not currently 
in the kingdom at all. He mentions the Pharisees and scribes precisely because they were 
a paradigm of the greatest righteousness imaginable within Judaism. Here he does not 
challenge their scrupulous attention to the law; but as the subsequent antitheses will 
illustrate, he simply observes that now, with the coming of a new age, more is required to 
be in fellowship with God and in conformity to his will. People must follow Jesus in 
discipleship, which for the most part these Jewish leaders refuse to do. Harking back to vv. 
6 and 10, Jesus thus introduces the thesis statement that unifies his entire sermon. 
Christian discipleship requires a greater righteousness.

IVP Bible Background Commentary, Craig Keener 

The Law Enforced
Jesus’ ethical demands (5:3–16) are no weaker than those of the law given by Moses; cf. 
5:21–26.
5:17. Jewish teachers said that one “abolished” the law by disobeying it (cf. Deut 27:26), 
because one thereby rejected its authority. Such highhanded rebellion against the law—as 
opposed to particular sins—warranted social and spiritual expulsion from the Jewish 
community. The charge of openly persuading others that the law was no longer in force 
would be even worse. Jesus opposed not the law but an illegitimate interpretation of it that 
stressed regulations more than character.
5:18. Jesus refers here to the yod, the smallest letter in the Hebrew alphabet. Later rabbis 
told the story that when God changed Sarai’s name to Sarah, the yod that was removed 
complained to God for generations till he reinserted it, this time in Joshua’s name. Jewish 
teachers used illustrations like this to make the point that the law was sacred and one 
could not regard any part as too small to be worth keeping.
5:19. Later rabbis decided that the greatest commandment was honoring one’s father and 
mother, and the least, respecting a mother bird; they reasoned that both merited the same 
reward, eternal life (based on “life” in Ex 20:12; Deut 22:7). A modern reader might ask, 
What happens to the person who breaks one and keeps another? But such a question 
misses the point of this hyperbolic language which other Jewish teachers also typically 
used to say, “God will hold accountable anyone who disregards even the smallest 
commandment.”
5:20. The Pharisees were the most respected religious people of the day, and the scribes 
the supreme experts in the law (especially, no doubt, the Pharisaic scribes). Verses 21–48 
show what Jesus’ demand for a “higher” righteousness involves. The Pharisees also 
stressed the right intention of the heart (kavanah); Jesus’ criticizes not their doctrine but 
their hearts as religious people. Religious communities led by Pharisaic teachers may 
have also been opponents of Jewish Christians in Syria-Palestine in Matthew’s day, giving 
Matthew additional incentive to record these words.


