
Abundance
A Word for 2014

Church on the Park | Sunday, 5 January 2014

Text: “How abundant are the good things that you have stored up for those who fear 
you, that you bestow in the sight of all, on those who take refuge in you” (Psa 31:19)

Intro: Each year we seek the Lord for what he is saying to us about the coming year. 
Jesus said that the Holy Spirit “will tell you what is yet to come” (John 16:13). While God 
still hides much of the details of the future (for our own good) he also lights up the way 
so that we don’t stumble. He wants us to be like the sons of Issachar who knew the 
times and what to do in them. 

Last year the Lord gave us a word: “multiplication.” Praise God that we saw this come 
to pass. In every area of our life as a church we saw God multiply. The church 
multiplied. A few families had new babies. The JC Souljahs grew. And The Bible School 
multiplied as well. For this year, the Lord has been repeatedly speaking to me about 
“abundance” and especially Psalm 31:19.    

1) The Father wants us to know he is an abundant God and longs for us to 
experience his abundance (Psa. 31:19). 

• The context of Psalm 31. A Psalm of David in his deep affliction and anguish.
• In the midst of his grief, the light of God’s Word and promises begin to shine 

through.
• Psalm 31:19 reminds me of something I saw at Wet n’ Wild on the Gold Coast. In 

the water park there is a big bucket on top of the castle. It slowly keeps on filling up  
with water until it reaches its capacity. Then when it’s completely full, loads of water 
tip over on all the kids playing in the castle. The children laugh in excitement as 
floods of water pour out on them.

• In our lives there are times and seasons. There are times when God is storing up  
his goodness and then there are times when God is pouring out his goodness. No 
matter what time you are in, we should rejoice that God is at work on our behalf. 
(cf. “in due season” - Gal. 6:9).

• This verse also teaches us that the abundance that God stores up is for a certain 
kind of people. Those who: 1) Fear him, and 2) Rest in him (Take refuge in him, 
live in his presence).

• Picture the Wet n’ Wild castle again: Unless you are in the castle you will not 
experience the outpouring of water. Unless you take refuge in God’s 
presence and house you will not know the outpouring. 

• Abundant verses - There’s an abundance of verses on abundance
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2) To experience God’s abundance we need to get out of our rut and take a step of 
faith. (2 Kings 7:3-9)

• The story of the four lepers gives us insight and inspiration
• The Lepers walked into abundance. It was already there waiting for them, but 

they had to leave the old and familiar.
• In a day food will become “dirt cheap.” (ie. Like Petrol being a cent a 

litre) 
• Caution: family, work, church

• In Christ Jesus we already have an abundance, we just need to experience it 
and walk in it (Co. 2:9).

• This story means something to me because I felt like these Lepers in 2009. 
That’s when I began to prayer walk the city regularly. The church seemed to be 
over and then God opened up the park and the city.

• We need to realize we have a limited time on earth, so if we want to do good 
we need to do it now. We are mortal.

• God can turn things around in a moment and he often does.
• Gideon’s Hersey Bar - the abundance is not just for me––it’s primarily for 

others. Let your abundance be a blessing to your church and community.
• We need to make changes in our lives to walk in what the Bible says.

3) Our heavenly Father loves make his river of abundant grace flow in the hard, 
barren places of our lives. (Numbers 20:11; Ps. 78:15-16)
• We see this is the story of the water in the wilderness (Num. 20:1-13)
• This year God wants to show us his abundance; he will cause his river to run in 

our wilderness. 
• Pray for God’s abundance. God’s able to make our cup overflow in the presence of 

our enemies.
• God will quickly turn around our situation.
• Father’s Day 2010 and the ticket I received on the way to church.
• He will bring us to the right place, at the right time, even though it will seem to us 

the wrong place, at the wrong time.

Prophetic Word given to me on 27 June 2013

“The people are coming back––the sons and daughters are returning, being carried on 
eagle’s wings. They will come swiftly and make a mighty army. They will be polished 
and ready to serve...This is the time of the sons and daughters. The time of resurrection 
and restoration. The time of angelic ministry. The time where God will do things above 
and beyond to make you laugh.”

“I am restoring piece by piece. The harvest is at the door, it’s beginning to come in. The 
exploration is over and the fulfillment is here...

“The time of testing for this seasons is over; now is the time of blessing. Many angels 
will accompany you and your flock. They (your flock) will be healthy and well-watered. 
They will be at peace and content. In their contentment they will multiply like Psalm 144. 
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This is a season of family, of brotherly love. I will pour out my divine love in your heart 
that you may love one another. What I will do will be known abroad and you will be 
called to testify of my good works. And not just you, but the least members of your 
congregation will be called on to testify. I will make you laugh like Abraham and Sarah. I 
will give you a firm footing at Milton State School. There you will flourish like a palm 
tree––tall, luxurious, restful and flexible in storms. You will bear much good fruit. You will 
be like a vineyard exporting choice wines. I will not leave the base bare when I send. 
Your basement will be filled with choice wines. You will not have to beg to get people to 
serve, rather, they will come...” 

Conclusion: This is a year to experience and walk in God’s abundance. When the 
Lord’s abundance seems far away, know that you have everything in Christ and that his 
blessing is on the way.

ABUNDANT VERSES (See Notes)
Selected Verses from NASB

Numbers 14:18

‘The Lord is slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression; but He will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
on the children to the third and the fourth generations.’ 

Numbers 20:11

Then Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock twice with his rod; and water came 
forth abundantly, and the congregation and their beasts drank. 

Deuteronomy 30:8–11

“And you shall again obey the Lord, and observe all His commandments which I 
command you today. “Then the Lord your God will prosper you abundantly in all the 
work of your hand, in the offspring of your body and in the offspring of your cattle and in 
the produce of your ground, for the Lord will again rejoice over you for good, just as He 
rejoiced over your fathers; if you obey the Lord your God to keep His commandments 
and His statutes which are written in this book of the law, if you turn to the Lord your 
God with all your heart and soul. “For this commandment which I command you today is 
not too difficult for you, nor is it out of reach. 

1 Chronicles 29:16

“O Lord our God, all this abundance that we have provided to build You a house for 
Your holy name, it is from Your hand, and all is Yours. 
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Psalm 36:8–9

They drink their fill of the abundance of Your house; And You give them to drink of the 
river of Your delights. For with You is the fountain of life; In Your light we see light. 

Psalm 37:11

But the humble will inherit the land And will delight themselves in abundant prosperity. 

Psalm 37:16

Better is the little of the righteous Than the abundance of many wicked. 

Psalm 37:19

They will not be ashamed in the time of evil, And in the days of famine they will have 
abundance. 

Psalm 66:12

You made men ride over our heads; We went through fire and through water, Yet You 
brought us out into a place of abundance. 

Psalm 78:15–16

He split the rocks in the wilderness And gave them abundant drink like the ocean 
depths. He brought forth streams also from the rock And caused waters to run down like 
rivers. 

Psalm 106:7–8

Our fathers in Egypt did not understand Your wonders; They did not remember Your 
abundant kindnesses, But rebelled by the sea, at the Red Sea. Nevertheless He saved 
them for the sake of His name, That He might make His power known. 

Psalm 109:30

With my mouth I will give thanks abundantly to the Lord; And in the midst of many I will 
praise Him. 

Psalm 132:15

“I will abundantly bless her provision; I will satisfy her needy with bread. 
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Jeremiah 33:6

‘Behold, I will bring to it health and healing, and I will heal them; and I will reveal to them 
an abundance of peace and truth. 

John 10:10

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and 
have it abundantly. 

Acts 4:33

And with great power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all. 

Romans 5:17

For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those 
who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life 
through the One, Jesus Christ. 

2 Corinthians 1:5

For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also our comfort is 
abundant through Christ. 

2 Corinthians 8:1–3

Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of God which has been given 
in the churches of Macedonia, that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy 
and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their liberality. For I testify that 
according to their ability, and beyond their ability, they gave of their own accord, 

Ephesians 3:20–21

Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that works within us, to Him be the glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen. 

1 Timothy 1:12–14

I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He considered me 
faithful, putting me into service, even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a 
persecutor and a violent aggressor. Yet I was shown mercy because I acted ignorantly 
in unbelief; and the grace of our Lord was more than abundant, with the faith and love 
which are found in Christ Jesus. 
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END NOTES

Psalm 31:19 - “Abundant”

 rab /rab/] adj n m. Contracted from 7231; TWOT 2099a, 2099b;] 7227 ַרב, ַרב, צִיֹדון ַרּבָה
 GK 8041 and 8042 and 7478; 458 occurrences; AV translates as “many” 190 times,
 “great” 118 times, “much” 36 times, “captain” 24 times, “more” 12 times, “long” 10 times,
 “enough” nine times, “multitude” seven times, “mighty” five times, “greater” four times,
 “greatly” three times, and translated miscellaneously 40 times. 1 much, many, great. 1a
 much. 1b many. 1c abounding in. 1d more numerous than. 1e abundant, enough. 1f
.great. 1g strong. 1h greater than adv. 1i much, exceedingly. 2 captain, chief

 rabab /raw·bab/] v. A primitive root; TWOT 2099; GK 8045; 17 occurrences;] 7231 ָרבַב
 AV translates as “are many” six times, “are multiplied” three times, “increased” three
 times, “are more” twice, “manifold” once, “ten thousands” once, and “multiply” once. 1 to
 be or become many, be or become much, be or become great. 1a (Qal). 1a1 to be or
 become many. 1a2 to be or become great. 1a3 to be long (of journey). 2 (Pual) ten
.thousands

“good things”

 tuwb /toob/] n m. From 2895; TWOT 793b; GK 3206; 32 occurrences; AV] 2898 טּוב
 translates as “goodness” 14 times, “good” nine times, “goods” three times, “good thing”
 twice, “fair” once, “gladness” once, “joy” once, and “well” once. 1 goods, good things,
 goodness. 1a good things. 1b goods, property. 1c fairness, beauty, joy, prosperity,
 goodness (abstract). 1d goodness (of taste, discernment). 1e goodness (of God)
.((abstract

“stores up”

 S6845 TWOT1953 GK7621 vb. hide, treasure up (NH id.; TelAm. ṣapânu; set, of צָפַן†
 Jb 21:19 + Pr יִצְּפֹן .Jb 10:13 +, etc.; Impf ָצָפַנְּת .Pr 27:16: 2 ms צ׳ .sun);—Qal Pf. 3 ms
 Pr. צָפּון .Pr 27:16; pass ָצֹפְנֶיה .ψ 27:5, etc.; Pt. act. pl. sf ּיִצְּפְנֵנִי .sf ,(2:7 וצפן Qr (Kt
 Ho 13:12, etc.;— 1. trans. hide, c. acc. pers. Ex 2:2 (E), 13:22. צְפּונָה +, ψ 17:14 Kt; f
 Jos 2:4 (JE), of hiding a quarrelsome woman, like hiding wind Pr 27:16() (si vera l.; cf.
 ,s hiding his servants (from evil) ψ 27:5; 31:21: = treasure up a thing, Pr 10:14’י׳ Toy); of
 of ;י׳ .the heart Jb 10:13 (subj (ב) with thyself, in thine own keeping 2:1 = 7:1, in ְָאִּת +
 Jb 21:19 י׳ .pers. Pr 13:22 Ct 7:14, subj ל + ;secret purposes), ψ 119:11, cf. Jb 23:12
 Jb 17:4 thou [God] hast treasured up מִן + ;reserve penalty; blessings ψ 31:20 Pr 2:7
 || ;.their heart away from understanding, kept it therefrom; pass., of sin Ho 13:12 (abs
צָרּור); read poss. צָפּון for צָפּו Jb 15:22 treasured up for (אֱלֵי) the sword (v. I. צפה); צָפּון 
= treasured, cherished place (i.e. Jerusalem) Ez 7:22; = treasure ψ 17:14 Qr (Kt צפינך, 
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 s treasured ones, his saints ψ 83:4. 2.’י׳ Jb 20:26 (on dub. text v. Bu); pl. of ,(צפין .v
 pers. Pr 1:11, 18 and (of eyes of wicked) ψ 10:8. ל .intrans. lie hid, lurk, abs. ψ 56:7, c
 .pl 3 ;(נִסְּתְרּו ||) s eyes’(מִּנֶגֶד) י׳ Je 16:17 be hidden from before נִצְּפַן .Niph. Pf. 3 ms
 one 15:20. (ל) stored up on the part of Shadday; stored up for מִּׁשַּדַי + Jb 24:1 נִצְּפְנּו
 ψ 56:7 Kt (but יצפינו .loc.; 3 mpl ב .Jb 14:13, c ּתַצְּפִנֵנִי .Hiph. hide, = Qal: Impf. 2 ms. sf
.Ges§ 20 h) Ex 2:3 to hide him) הַּצְפִינֹו .< Qr v. Qal); Inf. cstr. sf

“bestow”

 paʿal /paw·al/] v. A primitive root; TWOT 1792; GK 7188; 56 occurrences; AV] 6466 ּפָעַל
 translates as “work” 19 times, “workers” 19 times, “do” 10 times, “make” four times,
 “commit” once, “doers” once, “Maker” once, and “ordaineth” once. 1 to do, make. 1a
.(Qal). 1a1 to do. 1a2 to make

.pāʿal) do) %1792ּפָעַל
Derivatives 
1792a%ּפֹעַל (pōʿal) work, deed.
1792b .work, recompense, reward (pĕʿūllâ) ּפְעֻּלָה%
1792c%מִפְעָל (mipʿāl) work, thing made (Prov 8:22).
1792d%מִפְעָלָה (mipʿālâ) deed (Ps 46:9; 66:5).

The verb appears fifty-six times in the ot. Most often it is found in the Psalms, twenty-six 
times, (eighteen times in the expression pōʿălê ʾāwen, “workers of iniquity”). pāʿal is 
found only in the Qal stem and in poetic texts. Its use in the ot, only fifty-six times, is of 
interest when one observes that the verb ʿāśâ “to do, make,” occurs over twenty-six 
hundred times (BDB, p. 793).

When pāʿal describes man’s actions or deeds, like the substantive pōʿal, it refers to his 
moral acts, either positive (Ps 15:2; Zeph 2:3), but more often negative: Prov 30:20–
wickedness; Job 34:32–iniquity; Isa 44:15–idolatry.

In connection with this we may note the significance of the phrase pōʿălê ʾāwen “workers 
of iniquity.” In addition to the eighteen instances in the Psalter the phrase appears in; 
Isa 31:2; Hos 6:8; Job 31:3; 34:8, 22; Prov 10:29; 21:15. In spite of the suggestion 
made famous by Mowinckel in Psalmenstudien that the word ʾāwen is a magical power 
and the pōʿălê ʾāwen were sorcerers who by their potent spells brought about the 
affliction of the righteous, we may be safe in assuming that the ‘workers of iniquity’ are 
foreign enemies who harass and gloat over their defeats of Israel and her king.
 pōʿal). Work, deed. Sixteen times the reference is to God’s work and twenty-one) ּפֹעַל
 times to man’s work. When applied to God, pōʿal refers primarily to God’s acts in history,
 not his acts in creation. When applied to man pōʿal often has a moral nuance, positively,
.Prov 21:8; negatively, Prov 21:6, for example

 pĕʿūllâ). Work, recompense, reward, fourteen times in the ot. It may refer to) ּפְעֻּלָה
 normal labor (Jer 31:16); most often recompense in the sense of wages (Isa 40:10); a
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 reward (Prov 11:18); reward (of sin) (Isa 65:7; Ps 109:20), all paid by God. pĕ ʾllâ is
 used with śākar/śākār “to hire/wages” in Lev 19:13; II Chr 15:7; Isa 40:10; 62:11; Jer
.31:16; Prov 11:18
Bibliography: Dahood, M. (who sees sometimes in Hebrew bʿl, “to own,” a dialectal for. 
(from Ugaritic) for pʿl), Bib 41:303; 43:361; 44:303; 46:320–21. TDNT, II, pp. 1005–1028. 
THAT, III, pp. 461–65.
V.P.H.

“refuge”

 ḥāsâ) seek refuge, flee for protection and thus figuratively put trust in (God),) %700חָסָה
.confide, hope in (God or person). ASV, RSV similar
Derivatives 
700a%חָסּות (ḥāsût) refuge, shelter, only in Isa 30:3.
700b .refuge, shelter (maḥseh) מַחסֶה%

The root is probably to be distinguished from bāṭaḥ “rely on,” “take refuge in” as 
denoting more precipitate action. The etymology is doubtful. With derivatives the root is 
used fifty-six times, predominantly in the Psalms and similar poetic and hymnic 
literature.

While it is used literally of taking shelter from a rainstorm (Isa 4:6; 25:4; Job 24;8) or 
from any danger in the high hills (Ps 104:18), it is more often used figuratively of 
seeking refuge and thus putting confident trust whether in any god (Deut 32:37) or in the 
“shadow” (protection) of any major power such as Egypt (Isa 30:2; cf. the plant in the 
parable of Jud 9:15).

This idea of taking refuge may well derive from the common experience of fugitives or of 
men at war, for whom the adjacent hills provided a ready “safe height” or “strong rock” 
to which the often helpless defender could hurry for protection. In this way the noun 
maḥseh “place of refuge” is used as a snyonym of māʿôz “stronghold,” miśgāb “secure 
height,” or mānôs “place of escape.”

As is the case with the parallel terms, the “rock” (ṣûr, Ps 62:7), “rock of my refuge” (ṣûr 
maḥsî Ps 94:22), “the shield, cover” (māgēn, Ps 144:2; Prov 30:5), or the “wings” 
denoting protection (Ruth 2:12; Ps 17:8; 36:7 [H 8]), the “Refuge” is used as an epithet 
for God. He above all is the Refuge (maḥseh, Ps 14:6; 46:1 [H 2]; 62:8; 91:9), the 
Shelter (Ps 61:3 [H 4], KJV), the “strong Refuge” (Ps 71:7), and Fortress (Ps 91:2). God 
is ever the sole refuge of his people. Trust in him (godliness) protects the individual by 
its solidarity (Prov 14:26; Jn 4:10). The Qal stem of ḥāsâ is primarily used of man 
putting trust in God as his Rock (II Sam 22:3), Strength (Ps 18:2 [H 3]), and Stronghold 
(neb “sure refuge,” Nah 1:7). It is always better to trust in God rather than to trust 
(bāṭaḥ) in princes (Ps 118:8–9). He acts as the shield or cover (māgēn) of all who take 
refuge in him (II Sam 22:31; Ps 18:30 [H 31]).
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The analogy of taking refuge in God may occasionally refer to the temple of God in 
Jerusalem where the afflicted of his people could always find refuge (Isa 14:32 RSV: cf. 
Ps 61:4). This was a development of the ancient custom whereby the fleeing criminal 
could seize the horns of the altar and so find safety from revenge (I Kgs 1:50). The 
interpretation of Prov 14:32 (“the righteous hath hope in his death,” KJV) is difficult but 
should probably be emended from bĕmôtô (“in his death”) to bĕtmmô (interchanging the 
“m” and “t”) to read “seeks refuge in his integrity” (so LXX), as opposed to the wicked 
who is driven away in his wickedness.
“To seek refuge” stresses the insecurity and self-helplessness of even the strongest of 
men. It emphasizes the defensive or external aspect of salvation in God, the 
unchanging one in whom we “find shelter” (F. D. Kidner, The Psalms, 1973, ad loc Ps 
46:1). David could view the cave to which he had fled as a stronghold, whereas others 
would see it as a trap.

The result of taking refuge in God is to be “blessed” (Ps 2:12) and be “saved” (Ps 17:7). 
Such a person should rejoice (Ps 5:11 [H 12]), find goodness (Ps 31:19 [H 20]) and 
“possess the land” (Isa 57:13).

The root occurs in proper names. An ancestor of Baruch and Seraiah is called 
Mohseiah (maḥĕsēyâ, “the Lord is a refuge,” Jer 32:12; 51:59). Hosah, a Levite listed as 
the gatekeeper of the western and Shellecheth gate of the temple (I Chr 16:38) had 
sixteen sons and brothers in similar service (26:10–11, 16). Hosah was also the name 
of a place in Asher (Josh 19:29).

Bibliography: Delekat, L., “Zum Hebräischen Wörterbuch,” VT 14:7–66. Tsevat, M., “A 
Study of the Language of the Biblical Psalms,” JBL Monograph 9:4ff., 48ff.
D.J.W.

© Copyrighted by Glen Gerhauser, 2014


