
The Gates are Open
15 - Reclaiming the Gates

Sunday, 10 JAN 2016 | Church on the Park

Text: Isaiah 55:1-5

Theme: The gates are open and God is calling you to come to his feast.

Intro: Isaiah 55 begins with a call to come. Now that God’s people have been revived and the 
bride has made herself ready––it’s time to come to the wedding feast. God has restored his 
city––the most beautiful and glorious city on earth––and the gates are open (see Isaiah 54). The 
cry is now going out from the Holy Spirit: “COME!” I believe God is reviving and restoring his 
people; the Holy Spirit is calling everyone who is hungry to come. We as God’s people, the 
church, are also meant to re-sound the call to come. But, before you can do that you need to 
heed the call yourself.

1) Come! Come to the feast of the Lord. The gates are open and God is calling you (Isa. 
55:1-2a).
• The Bible both begins and ends with a call to come. 

• After Adam and Eve sinned they hid themselves from the presence of the Lord, taking 
cover among the trees (Gen. 1:8-11).
• The Lord called to man and said, “Where are you?”

• Here we see the Lord calling man to come, to come out of his darkness and into 
the Lord’s light. 

• Come out of hiding and come to me.
• Afterwards, God gave Adam and Eve proper clothing, not something they made for 

themselves (their work), but HIS work (Gen. 3:21).
• “The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed them.”

• Religion is the making of your own garments––your works. Grace is God 
making his garments for you and clothing you––It’s God’s work, received by faith.

• At the end of Scripture, in the book of Revelation, you hear the call to ‘come’ again 
(Rev. 22:17).
• This call has its origins from the Spirit.

• And since the Spirit is in the bride (the church), the bride also says ‘come.’
• The call to ‘come’ is two-fold. It’s a cry for the Lord to come, but it’s also a call for the 

thirsty to come to Jesus.
• Rev. 22:17, reiterates Isaiah 55:1-2. “Let the one who is thirst come; let the one who 

wishes take the water of life without cost.”
• At one time the gates were closed––we were banished from the ‘city’ and could not eat 

from the tree of life and drink from God’s river in the garden. But, now the gates to this 
glorious Garden City are opened, and God says, “Come!”

• In Isaiah 54, we read about God bringing explosive growth to his people, and it tells us to 
enlarge our tents and stretch out our dwellings to prepare for this growth.
• This, while exciting, can also cause anxiety.
• When a father hears he’s having another child, he usually thinks, “How can I afford 

another? How am I going to feed more? Where am I going to get the money and 
the strength?”

• In answer to our anxiety, the Lord says in Isaiah 55, “I will provide!”
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• God’s supply is unlimited!
• And what God supplies transcends natural food that perishes. It has no ‘use by date’.

2) Chew! Come hungry and take hold of God’s bread and drink (Isaiah 55:1-2)
• What’s pictured here is the Lord’s feast of His Word and his Spirit. 

• His Word and Spirit are the waters, the wine, the milk and the bread.
• And this table is always spread out for those who come HUNGRY.

• Some people come for the excitement of it, but they don’t come hungry.
• You can come everyday to the table of the Lord. Here’s an example of me coming to the 

table daily (SHOW Journals as example).
• Now, here is the paradox––nothing is free, everything costs. 

• To get here you needed petrol that cost. If you use the toilet, that costs––water is 
expensive. The place where your sitting costs. The chairs costs. Everything costs. 
• What you learn in economics is that “there is no such thing as a free lunch.”

• So, what about this feast in Isaiah 55?
• It costs the Lord everything and we read about that cost in Isaiah 53.
• It costs Jesus his blood, his life. 
• The ultimate cost was paid so that you could eat freely.
• Honour the one who paid the cost.

3) Consecrate! Consecrate your ears to hear what God is saying. The feast is the Lord’s 
Word (Isa. 55:2b-4).

• To consecrate your ears means simply, to set your ear apart to hear from God. 
• Stop listening to other voices directing you and start listening to God.

• There’s a beautiful picture of this in the Torah, seen both in the anointing of the priests and 
the cleansing of the leper (Lev. 8:23-24 & Lev. 14:14-18).
• Jesus shed his blood to cleanse your ear to hear him. Now, that you are saved you are 

able to hear him, but you also need to continue to allow him to make a fresh application 
of his blood to cleanse your hearing (1 John 1:9). That happens through confession.

• Jesus also has given you his anointing to make your ear holy, empowering you to hear.
• When you hear God, you begin to feast on his Word. 

• “When your words came, I ate them; they were my joy and my heart’s delight, for I bear 
[I have been called by] your name, O Lord God Almighty” (Jer. 15:16).

• Isaiah 55 relates to two important parables Jesus shared: Matthew 22:1-14 & Luke 
14:16-24
• God is calling, but not everybody has ears to hear.

• “they were unwilling to come”
• “they paid no attention and went their own way, one to his own farm, another to his 

business…”
• Notice their excuses:

• “But they all alike began to make excuses” (Luke 14:18-20).
• They have to do with business and marriage

• In order to truly come, you need to leave what you are doing. You need to see that there 
is something much greater than your business, your desires and your relationships.

4) Call! Call all who are hungry to come (Isa. 55:5).
• Once you come yourself and take hold of God’s Word, consecrating your ears to feast on 

the Lord’s Word, then you’ll be empowered to call others.
• Let others know: THE GATES ARE OPEN!
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• Coming to the Lord’s feast and eating his Word actually beautifies [glorifies] you (Isa. 55:5). 
It causes people to be attracted to Christ in you. 
• “And a nation which knows you not will run to you, Because the Lord your God, even the 

Holy One of Israel; For He has glorified [beautified] you.”
• Who are “the poor and crippled, and blind and lame”?

• They are you. You can to Jesus poor and crippled, blind and lame.
• God wants his house full!

• The good news is that the feast of God’s Word heals. The more you hear it, the more you 
are restored.

Conclusion: This is a year for us to come, chew, consecrate and call. I believe we will see an 
unprecedented amount of people come to the Lord. But not just come once, but continually 
come to the table of the Lord. 
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