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Text: Exodus 19

Theme: Don’t be afraid of storms, instead hear God calling you into his Glory.

Intro: Today, I want to talk about storms in a unique way. First, storms can be physical or 
spiritual. A few weeks back, I felt our church went through a very difficult storm. At first, I didn’t 
know what was happening. On a Sunday night I was tossing and turning in bed, and so I got up 
at 2am and began to seek the Lord. The Lord said, “You are going through a storm.” Then, he 
began to speak to me about the purpose of a storm, and about how he spoke to Job “out of the 
storm.”

1) God speaks, strengthens and sanctifies you through storms (Job 38:1, 40:6).
• Let’s look at Job. He went through some of the worst storms a man can go through.

• His character was good (Job 1:1-3)
• So, the storms did not come because he was evil

• But, we know that even if we are righteous, we still need to be refined. Look at what 
Daniel say in Daniel 11:32-35 & Daniel 12:1, 10

• Glory in sufferings. Storms produce strength and strength produces character. 
Character gives us hope––we have hope because we’ve been through the storm and 
know that God is still with us. You also can give hope to other people. Romans 5:1-5

• Job’s story gives us hope (Job 42:10-13)
• God spoke to Job out of the storm (Job 38:1 & Job 40:6)

• God spoke to Paul in his storms too (2 Cor. 12:7-10)
• An eagle is unique among birds. Most birds hide in storms; an eagle uses the wind to 

soar in the storm. He uses the thermal pressure of the wind in such a way that he hardly 
has to flap his wings. He rises in the storm. (Isa. 40:29-31)
• Waiting & Hope are bound together in biblical language and practice

2) Submerge yourself in the storm of God’s glory (Exo. 20:21).
• Something else intrigued me about storms.

• I noticed that throughout the Bible God manifested himself as a storm, and this was not 
just in the Old Testament, but also in the New. 

• Here is Exodus 19, we see God coming on to Mount Sinai as a storm. We see thunder, 
lightning, fire, earthquake and the sound of an alarm. The picture in volcanic. 
• The Israelites felt how awesome God is and how unpredictable and mysterious he is. 

God is not like an idol. You can’t put him in a box and control him. He is not something 
made with our money. He is massive, fearful, electrifying. He rocks our world. He will 
shake you. An encounter with him does not leave you the same. 

• The storm of God’s glory speaks to us about the majesty and mystery of God
• Everything in your flesh will cause you to run from God, or at least keep your distance. And 

that is what most people do, they keep their distance from God. Few people, like Moses, 
submerge themselves into the storm of God. (Exo. 20:21)
• Your flesh wants to run from God, but you enter in through the Spirit. 
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• *There is a temptation for us to allow others to do the spiritual work for us, for others to 
speak to God rather than ourselves. But God is looking for a Kingdom of priests.

3) You submerge yourself into God’s storm by participating in the death and resurrection 
of Jesus on a daily basis (Exo. 19:7-20).

• God’s storm is a picture of Jesus’ death and resurrection. To enter in to God’s glory we 
must participate in his death and resurrection. We can’t stay at the foot of the cross, we 
need to get on the cross. 

• Observe the similarities between Exodus 19 and the cross and the resurrection. 
• First, look at the repetition of the third day

• The third day was God making a covenant with Israel 
• The third day of Christ’s resurrection was God making a New Covenant
• It was a New Covenant made only through God going through the most intense storm 

anyone has ever experienced––the cross
• The people were in shock at the mountain, they were afraid.

•  Mark tells us the women were in shock at the resurrection, even the disciples at first 
didn’t believe.

• “I will come to you in a thick cloud”
• At the cross was a thick and black cloud, darkness came over the land (Matt. 27:45-46)
• The purpose of the thick cloud was so that the people would hear Jesus and believe 

Jesus
• The mountain was all about consecration and washing

• The cross is about consecration and washing. We come to the cross to be made holy 
and washed. We cannot enter into God unless we are washed.

• There was thunder, lightning, a very loud trumpet (alarm), the people trembled, fire, smoke, 
violent shaking like an earthquake (Matt. 27:51-56; 28:1-10; 28:16; Mark 16:1-8).
• Fear God, but don’t be afraid of him. Be like Moses, rather than the crowd. Don’t stay at 

the foot of the mountain, instead ascend it.
• During the time of the cross, Peter followed Jesus “at a distance” (Matt. 26:58).

4) Enter into the mystery of God and your eyes will be unveiled, enabling you to know 
God face to face (2 Cor. 3:12-18).

• Let your passion be the same as Paul’s: to know God (Phil. 3:10-11)
• Knowing God is two-fold:

• 1 - Knowing the Power of Christ’s Resurrection
• 2 - Participating in Christ’s sufferings, becoming like him in his death

• When you enter the storm of God’s glory you are losing yourself in order to be engulfed in 
God (Luke 9:23-26)

• Right after Luke 9:23-26 comes the Jesus’ transfiguration
• There they enter into the cloud of the mystery of God, the cloud of disorientation, so 

that they can lose themselves and find Christ.
• “They were afraid as they entered the cloud”

• You are also afraid as you lose your identity for Christ. But, when you do you find true 
life.

• Compare this with the transformation of Moses in Exodus 34:29-35
• Whatever storm you are in, find your shelter in God (Psalm 57:1)
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CONCLUSION: It’s only as you submerge yourself into the storm of God’s glory, that you find 
God and are transformed. This takes boldness. Don’t be like others who stay at a distance, 
instead enter into the fullness of God.

END NOTES

The Eagle in a Storm: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pbp3haMc5b4

http://www.learner.org/jnorth/tm/eagle/ExpertAnswer07.html 

The Father knows what you want before you ask. Today, I went to the coffee shop and 
sat down. I didn’t order and the man brought out a cappuccino for me. I said, “I didn’t 
even order.” “But I know you.” “Thanks!”
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