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Text: Isaiah 54

Theme: Shout for joy! God is doing a great work in you and will not stop until it’s completed.

Intro: Today, our goal is to reflect on what God was doing and saying in our church in 2015. We 
are going to end this year surveying the same chapter of Isaiah that we began 2015 with: Isaiah 
54. But before we dive into Isaiah 54, it’s good for us to remember that Isaiah 54 springs out of 
Isaiah 53 (the most famous chapter in Isaiah) and Isaiah 53 is a detailed description of Christ’s 
cross and resurrection. Isaiah 53 is the foundation of Isaiah 54––Christ’s work on the cross is 
the fountain of all fruitfulness in your life. The other important fact to remember before 
embarking on Isaiah 54 is its historical background. It’s a time of barrenness and deep pain for 
Israel and Jerusalem. Babylon has ransacked and devastated Israel and Jerusalem, leaving the 
people with no hope.

1) Shout for joy! If you are a believer, Jesus will turn your barrenness into blessing (Isa. 
54:1).

• Imagine a basketball game where it is the last five minutes of the game and your team is 
behind thirty points. All of a sudden, the captain, even though you are in a deep loss, jumps 
for joy shouting, “We’ve won! We did it! We’re the champions!!” You know what would 
probably happen? Men with white coats would come and take the delusional captain away.

• Now, in this light, you can see how strange a verse is Isaiah 54:1.
• God tells you in your barrenness to shout for joy! “‘Shout for joy, O barren one, you who 

have borne no child, Break forth into joyful shouting and cry aloud, you who have not 
travailed; For the sons of the desolate one will be more numerous than the sons of the 
married woman,’ says the Lord” (Isa. 54:1)

• God is telling us to celebrate the victory even before it is in your hands.
• Some versions say, “Sing for joy!” The concept is still the same: Celebrate. Sing. Praise. 

Dance. Shout. 
• Why? Because of what Jesus has done on the cross and through his resurrection, 

because of Isaiah 53. His victory is your victory. He said, “It is finished!”
• We need to live in that reality in the here and now of our pain and loss.
• Remember how many barren women God chose throughout history. 

• Take for example Samson’s mother.
• And what about the Virgin Mary. She miraculously conceived like these barren 

woman––and no woman has been more fruitful than Mary. She gave birth to Jesus who 
gave second birth to us all.

• In the beginning of this year we started off in some ways barren. Most of 2014 we didn’t 
even meet our budget. But what did we do? We began to praise and celebrate based on 
God’s Word that he would make us fruitful.
• By the end of 2015, what do we see? We had to buy 45 more chairs––thirty more for our 

church and fifteen for our Bible School. 
• This place is now teeming with children, which birthed a resurgence of the children’s 

ministry which Sarah started many years ago.
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• We’ve had about 20+ baptized in the last year and a few months. That’s more than we’ve 
ever seen.

• At Bible School, we are bursting at the seams, even when quite a number of students are 
absent. 

• The JC Souljahs is growing like never before.
• Yet, all of us are still going through some tough trials. So I want to point out what God did 

this year and encourage you to continue to celebrate before the victory before it manifests.

2) Stretch yourself to prepare for growth in your life (Isa. 54:2-3).
• One of the things I enjoy doing is going on nightly prayer & exercise walks along the water. 

And as part of my exercise I’ve included stretching. At first, I couldn’t touch the ground, 
but now I can touch the ground. What I couldn’t do before, I can do now, by stretching 
everyday.

• When our church moved into the city and into here, we were stretching. We couldn’t 
afford the increase to our budget, but it was within reason. 

• And look what the Lord has done in the last six years––this has been the most fruitful 
season of our church.

• God gave me the word ‘fecundity’ for this season in our church. Do you know what 
fecundity means?
• “Fecundity means fruitfulness and fertility, the ability to produce abundant healthy growth 

or offspring” (vocabulary.com)
• That’s the season we are in.

• In this passage, God is calling you to stretch before the growth happens. 
• But remember, stretch one inch at a time. Don’t try to book the Suncorp Stadium for a 

crusade, when you haven’t booked a small venue. Take one step at a time with your faith. 
Don’t believe for a million dollars a year, if you haven’t first trusted God for a hundred 
thousand a year. 
• Anna and I never had enough money to have one child before we had our first. We 

never had enough money for two children. But, God provided for us when the time 
came. 

• This upcoming year I want to exhort you to stretch.
• Are you spending a few minutes in prayer a day? Spend a few minutes more.
• Are you spending a half an hour in prayer a day? Spend an hour.
• Are you giving $100 a week? Stretch in faith a bit more.
• Are you a few verses of the Bible a day? Start reading a chapter a day.
• Whatever you are doing in faith, stretch a bit more.
• Believe me, you’ll feel better when you do.

• “For we walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7a, NASB).

3) Stand firm in your faith for your husband is your Maker (Isaiah 54:4-10).
• “Fear not, for you will not be put to shame…”
• You are not alone, the Lord is your husband. And he is jealous for you.
• And if the Lord is your husband, you will be fruitful. 
• Fruitfulness begins with intimacy with God (John 15).
• God has chosen you as his bride and God has chosen you to bear much fruit for his glory.

• Don’t think fruitfulness is for Reinhard Bonke, but it’s not for me.
• Don’t think fruitfulness is for your pastor, but not you.
• No, your leaders are meant to be God’s example to you of the fruitfulness God will do in 

your life, if you stand firm in faith.
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• This has been a year of God showing us who he is.
• Remember, all those messages on God’s glory? 

• Moses said, “Show me your glory!” and God pass in front of him and revealed to him 
his name.

• That’s what God has been doing this year. He’s been passing in front of us, showing us 
glimpses of his glory and revealing to you who he truly is.

• “Yahweh, Yahweh God, compassionate and gracious…”

4) See how God is restoring your life, family and ministry (Isaiah 54:11-17)
• “Behold…”
• You are like a city and God is restoring your gates and walls like Nehemiah.
• At the end of last year I shared a message called, “Watch.” It was based on an abundance 

of watches I was given in a 24 hour period. 
• God is fulfilling his word in your life and in this church. Remember, Jeremiah’s almond tree 

(Jer. 1). 
• He is making you and our whole church strong like a well fortified city, impenetrable by 

the enemy’s attacks. 
• The enemy may attack, but he will not get into your soul.

• Lastly, I want to say a big ‘THANK YOU’ to everyone that has been on the journey with us 
this year.
• Thanks for your prayers
• Thanks for your giving
• Thanks for your support
• Thanks for your love
• Thanks for your faithful attendance and service to this church.

Conclusion: The four points can be summed up in four words: 1) Shout, 2) Stretch, 3) Stand 
and 4) See. These are the four specific things God wants us to remember and take out of 2015. 
They are meant to be the very foundation for 2016.
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