
You Are God’s Treasure
13 - Walking with Jesus (The Mountain PART II)

Church on the Park | Sunday, 15 March 2015

Text: Exodus 19:1-6; John 11:38-44

Theme: You were like a pearl crusted over with mud, but the Lord looked passed the dirt and 
saw you as his treasure.

Intro: Yahweh saved Israel for a purpose, and there is a grand reason why God saved you and 
me. In Exodus 19:4-6 we see this reason, the purpose of our call. Today’s passage is about the 
beginning of God’s covenant with Israel––the Old Covenant. But as Augustine, one of the great 
church fathers said, “In the Old Testament the New is concealed, and in the New the Old is 
revealed.” When our eyes are unveiled, the Old Testament is not dead and legalistic, instead it’s 
full of God’s Spirit and pulsating with God’s life.

1) Your Father saved you from the power of hostile control. It was his work, not your 
own. (Exo. 19:4)
• SALVATION
• Picture yourself in Africa, living under the oppression of a military dictator. Everyday you 

live in fear of your daughters being stolen. If you don’t meet the excessive demands, you 
will be tortured or killed. Then, suddenly a man shows up on a motorcycle. He gives you a 
passport and visa to Australia. He’s says, “In one hour a plane will come. You can leave 
this place and find refuge in Australia.” If you were of a sound mind, you’d get on that 
plane and be flown into freedom (eagle’s wings). And this is what happened to the 
Israelites.

• Think about the Israelites in Egypt. 
• They were in slavery, oppressed
• They suffered from hard labour
• When they tried to escape, Pharaoh made the work harder
• They had no hope and they did not know God

• This is what we were like before we we’re saved (Eph. 2:1ff)
• We were dead, unable to save ourselves
• We thought are hard work would saved us
• We were under the prince of the power of the air
• We had no hope and no God
• You are free. And yet, often the residue and the mindset of Egypt still remains. Like 

Lazarus who was resurrected, but still had the grave clothes on. The job of the church is 
to to get the grave clothes off of you. 

• Yet, God in his mercy saved us and carried us on eagle’s wings to himself.
• The eagle in this first speaks of God’s freedom, power and care. (Deu. 32:9-14).
• Chinese finger cuffs (in the magic shop)
• The legend of the gordian knot and Alexander the Great

2) Jesus broke your chains to bring you to himself. (Exo. 19:4)
• The purpose of God’s salvation is FELLOWSHIP.

• He set you free to bring you near to him (Eph 2.11ff)
• God transformed the basement and closet at my work into a place of glory.
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• It’s not about giving you some blessing, it’s about giving you him. He is the prize. 
Everything else is consolation prizes. 

• It’s all about a relationship with God (1 Cor. 1:9)
• Mark 2:13-15

• Notice the mountain
• Notice his summoning, his calling and his choice of the apostles
• Notice that before they were to preach, they were to be with him.

• You see, God is looking for clean vessels. And this cleansing only comes from 
fellowshipping with the all consuming fire. (2 Tim 2:20-22)

3) Yahweh has made a covenant with you and has given you his Spirit so that you can 
obey him. (Exo. 19:5)

• Salvation —-> Fellowship —-> OBEDIENCE
• You’ll never walk with God unless you understand his covenant with you (Jer. 31:31-34; 

Eze. 11:19-20; Eze. 36:26-28)
• The purpose of the two covenants is the same, the means to the end are different.

• God removes the “IF-THEN” statement out of the code and replaces it with “WILL” (PRINT 
statement in basic language)
• Compare Exodus 19:4-6 with 1 Peter 2:9-10
• The covenant is no longer outward, but inward. Made by the blood of Christ and written 

by the Spirit of God (2 Cor. 3:1-3)
• Today, much of the church misunderstands the subject of obedience. 

• They are preaching that there is a difference between the Old and New Covenants. And 
they are teaching that the Old Covenant meant works (obedience) and the New Testament 
is grace without works (no works and obedience). This is a partial truth. 

• There is a distinction between the Old and New Covenants. But people have distorted that 
distinction like someone looking through a warped piece of glass or a carnival mirror.

• In Exodus it says “IF”.
• Since the “Scripture cannot be broken” this “IF” had to be fulfilled.
• There’s no way the Israelites could be the people of God without obedience. Idolatry, 

Dishonouring God, murder, theft, adultery––all these things did not reflect what it means 
to be God’s people.

•  “If you obey me you will be my people.”
•  Since Israel failed in obedience, Jesus came to fulfil this covenant and was perfectly 

obedient.
• It’s Jesus that fulfilled the obedience that Israel neglected and it’s only in Him that we are 

now God’s people. In the New Covenant, we stand in Jesus. We abide in Him. Jesus 
inwardly made us God people, enabling us to obey. The IF is taken out and replaced 
with WILL IN CHRIST. (John 15)

• John on obedience. (John 14:15, 21-24; John 15:10; John 8:51; 1 John 2:5)

4) You are God’s treasured possession, his inheritance. (Exo. 19:5)
• Salvation —-> Fellowship —-> Obedience ––> HOLINESS
• Matthew 13:44-46

• These two parables can be seen from two perspectives, both of them (I believe) are valid. 
• God has taken us as his pearl of great price. He sold everything he had for us. He has 

hidden us in himself to protect us as his treasure. 
• We don’t understand our worth (value) because we don’t understand holiness. Holiness 

means we are special, set apart for God.
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• We you don’t live holy you lose your sense of worth.
• Your value is from God’s love for you. He paid the highest price for you. (1 Cor. 6:19-20)
• You are his greatest treasure. That’s why he hides you in himself (Col. 3:3)
• His eye is on you (1 Peter 2:9-10)
• And just like we guard our treasures, God guards his treasure. He is forever committed to 

his treasure.
• If you were to enter the holy of holies you would die. God’s presence is the holy of holies 

and whoever attacks his treasure is subject to judgment. Like the rod, manna and covenant 
kept in the holy of holies. 

5) You are the Lord’s chosen vessel in order to carry out his ministry. (Exo. 19:6)
• “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation”
• The purpose of the priesthood is to bring God to people and bring people to God. 
• 1 Peter 2:9-10
• Often we try to put the ministry first, but it’s actually last. It’s the overflow of everything 

we’ve been talking about: salvation, fellowship, obedience and holiness.
• Salvation —-> Fellowship —-> Obedience ––> Holiness —-> MINISTRY

CONCLUSION: God saw you as a treasure. Therefore, he saved you and adorned himself with 
you. You are not meant for a museum or a cabinet, but meant to be displayed on HIM. You were 
saved to be brought near to God, even to live in Him. This is the secret to walking with God: 
staying close to Him.
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END NOTES

“Obey” or “Keep” in John 14 & 15, etc.

5083. τηρέω tēréō; contracted tērṓ, fut. tērḗsō, from tērós (n.f.), a warden, guard. To 
keep an eye on, watch, and hence to guard, keep, obey, trans.:

(I) Particularly to watch, observe attentively, keep the eyes fixed upon, with the 
acc. (Rev. 1:3, keeping for the fulfillment of the prophecy; 22:7, 9; Sept.: Eccl. 11:4; 
Prov. 23:26). Figuratively, to obey, observe, keep, fulfill a duty, precept, law, custom, or 
custom meaning to perform watchfully, vigilantly, with the acc. (Matt. 19:17; John 14:15, 
21; 15:10; 1 Tim. 6:14; 1 John 2:3, 4; 3:22, 24; 5:2, 3; Rev. 12:17; 14:12); a saying or 
words (John 8:51, 52, 55; 14:23, 24; 15:20; 17:6; 1 John 2:5; Rev. 3:8, 10); the law 
(Acts 15:5, 24; James 2:10); tradition (Mark 7:9); the Sabbath (John 9:16). Generally 
with the acc. expressed (Rev. 2:26, “he that . . . keepeth my works,” meaning the works 
which I have required. See Matt. 23:3; 28:20; Acts 21:25; Rev. 3:3; Sept.: generally, 
Prov. 3:1, 21; 8:34).

(II) To keep, guard a prisoner, with the acc. (Matt. 27:36, 54; Acts 12:5, 6; 16:23; 
24:23; 25:4, 21; 1 John 5:18, is on his guard). Part. (Matt. 28:4, “the keepers,” guards). 
Of things such as the clothes (Rev. 16:15; Sept.: Song 3:3); of things (Sept.: Song 8:11, 
12). Figuratively meaning to keep in safety, preserve, maintain, with the acc. of 
thing (Eph. 4:3; 2 Tim. 4:7; Jude 1:6, negatively, deserting their first estate; Sept.: Prov. 
16:17). Figuratively, with the acc. and adjuncts: of persons (2 Cor. 11:9; 1 Tim. 5:22; 
James 1:27); with an adv. (1 Thess. 5:23); with the dat. of person (Jude 1:1). Followed 
by en (1722), in, with the dat. of state (John 17:11, 12; Jude 1:21); by ek (1537), from, 
followed by the gen. (John 17:15; Rev. 3:10); by apó (575), from, followed by the gen. 
(James 1:27; Sept.: Prov. 7:5).

(III) To keep back or in store, reserve, with the acc. (John 2:10; 12:7); with a nom. 
(2 Pet. 2:17; Jude 1:13); with the dat. (1 Pet. 1:4 [TR]). Of persons (1 Cor. 7:37, to keep 
a woman at home, unmarried, as opposed to ekgamízō [1547], to give in marriage in 
7:38; 2 Pet. 2:4, 9; 3:7, “unto the day of judgment” [a.t.]; Jude 1:6, “unto the judgment of 
the great day”).

Deriv.: diatēréō (1301), watch thoroughly, observe strictly, keep, store up; paratēréō 
(3906), to watch closely, guard; suntēréō (4933), keep closely together, conserve, keep, 
protect, preserve; tḗrēsis (5084), watch, custody.

Syn.: phulássō (5442), to guard, watch, keep by way of protection, observe, protect; 
diaphulássō (1314), to guard thoroughly; phrouréō (5432), to keep with a military guard; 
kratéō (2902), to get possession of, hold fast, keep.

Ant.: eleutheróō (1659), to make free, deliver; apallássō (525), to release, deliver; 
lúō (3089), to loose.

NEW COVENANT
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613       renew, repair. (ASV and RSV also restore.) (ḥādaš) חַָדׁש

Derivatives 

613a   .new, new thing, fresh (ḥādāš) חָָדׁש
613b   .month, monthly, new moon (ḥōdeš) חֶֹדׁש

ḥādaš is used in the sense of “repair” or “rebuild” referring to cities (Isa 61:4), the 
temple (II Chr 24:4, 12), and the altar (II Chr 15:8). It is also used figuratively. Under 
Samuel the kingdom was renewed at Gilgal (I Sam 11:14). David wanted a right spirit, 
equivalent to a clean heart, renewed within him (Ps 51:10 [H 12]). The prophet asked 
for renewal as of old (Lam 5:21). God renews the face of the ground, that is, gives it 
new life (Ps 104:30), and he renews one’s youth (Ps 103:5). Job complained that God 
was bringing new witnesses against him (Job 10:17).

The use of the verb as well as its derivatives is attested in Ugaritic (see UT 19: no. 
843.)

 New, new thing, fresh. This adjective, usually attributive, describes, as .(ḥādāš) חָָדׁש
in English, a variety of physical objects (e.g., house, wife, cords, sword, garment, cruse, 
meal offering, king, gate, etc.). It is also used for non-material things as name (Isa 62:2), 
song (Ps 149:1), covenant (Jer 31:31), God’s mercies (Lam 3:23), heart, and spirit (Ezk 
36:26). While suffering, Job longed for the time when his glory was “fresh” in him (Job 
29:20).

2537. καινός kainós; fem. kainḗ, neut. kainón, adj. New. Qualitatively new, as 
contrasted with néos (3501), temporally new. Contextual meanings:

(I) Newly made, not impaired by time or use, as askoí (779), skins used as 
containers (Matt. 9:17; Mark 2:22; Luke 5:38; Sept.: Josh. 9:13), mnēmeíon (3419), 
grave, sepulcher (Matt. 27:60; John 19:41), himátion (2440), garment (Luke 5:36; Sept.: 
1 Kgs. 11:29ff.). Also Matt. 13:52, in the pl., “treasures new and old” (a.t.). In Mark 2:21, 
the word “new” occurs twice, but it is two different words in Gr., the first being ágnaphos 
(46), one that has not been washed and properly shrunk. The second “new” is kainós in 
the neut., tó kainón, which means another patch but derived from a cloth that has been 
washed and shrunk. Therefore it will not shrink when used as a patch and thus tear the 
garment. It makes no difference from where this patch is taken as long as the patch 
itself can provide proper replacement for that part of the garment which has been worn 
or somehow needs replacement. A new patch is needed, but that patch must be of 
shrunken cloth. Thus it is qualitatively different from just any new (néos) piece of cloth 
that has not been shrunk. See Luke 5:36.

(II) New, i.e., current or not before known, newly introduced. Of doctrine: didachḗ 
(1322), the content of teaching (Mark 1:27; Acts 17:19); entolḗ (1785), commandment, 
precept (John 13:34; 1 John 2:7, 8; 2 John 1:5); ónoma (3686), name (Rev. 2:17; 3:12; 
Sept.: Is. 62:2). In the comparative degree in Acts 17:21, “to tell or to hear some new 
thing,” meaning something that was not introduced until that time and thus different in 
the sense of other, i.e., foreign or different from their own mother tongues (Mark 16:17). 
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Nevertheless, they were languages, equal to dialects, spoken by other groups of people 
(see Acts 2:6, 8).

(III) New as opposed to old or former and hence also implying better because 
different, as kainḗ diathḗkē ([1242] testament), meaning a new testament which is 
better than the old. See diathḗkē (1242) (Matt. 26:28; Mark 14:24; Luke 22:20; 1 Cor. 
11:25; 2 Cor. 3:6; Heb. 8:8, 13; 9:15; Sept.: Jer. 31:31). “A new song” means a nobler, 
loftier strain (Rev. 5:9; 14:3; Sept.: Ps. 33:3; 40:3; Is. 42:10). “New heavens and a new 
earth” (2 Pet. 3:13; Rev. 21:1; Sept.: Is. 65:17; 66:22) refers to heaven and earth which 
have been renewed, and, therefore, made superior, more splendid; as also the “new 
Jerusalem” (Rev. 3:12; 21:2); “I make all things new” or nobler (Rev. 21:5). 
Metaphorically speaking of Christians who are renewed and changed from evil to good 
by the Spirit of God (2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 6:15; Eph. 4:24); a new heart, a transformed, 
saved heart (Sept.: Ezek. 18:31; 36:26).

Deriv.: egkaínia (1456), dedication; kainótēs (2538), newness.
Syn.: prósphatos (4372), occurring in the immediate past, recent; ágnaphos (46), 

new, unshrunken.
Ant.: palaiós (3820), old, that which has been around for a long time but not 

necessarily from the beginning as the word archaíos (744) would imply, as being 
original.
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