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Text: “Moreover, the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, ‘Take also for yourself the finest of spices: of 
flowing myrrh five hundred shekels, and of fragrant cinnamon half as much, two hundred and fifty, 
and of fragrant cane two hundred and fifty, and of cassia five hundred, according to the shekel of 
the sanctuary, and of olive oil a hin. You shall make of these a holy anointing oil, a perfume 
mixture, the work of a perfumer; it shall be a holy anointing oil.’” (Exo. 30:22-25). Also, *Song of 
Songs 8:6-7

Theme: God’s love burns red hot for you. He is jealous for you and desires every part of your life to 
be ablaze with his glory.

Intro: Today, I want to introduce to you a new spice in the anointing oil––cinnamon. I want to talk to 
you about what I believe this ingredient means and how God infuses our life with this costly spice . 1

As you know, a couple of months ago I was reading Exodus 30 about the anointing oil. I kept 
reading passed it and then the Holy Spirit said to me, “Stop! I want you to study all of the spices in 
the anointing oil. I have a message for you in the ingredients.” 

The first spice we looked at was Myrrh. I thought I would preach one message on Myrrh, but it 
turned out that I shared four. I felt like God wanted me to give you ‘five hundred shekels’ worth, 
which according to my calculations would mean each message was ‘one hundred and twenty five 
shekels.’  In this message, I’d like to give you ‘one hundred and twenty five shekels’ of cinnamon. 2

So first, what do you think cinnamon represents?  When you think of cinnamon’s essential 
qualities, what do you think of? How would you describe the spice? (Pass out illustration)

1) God is a jealous God, his zeal burns for you to be wholly his (Deu. 4:24).
• Cinnamon is sweet, but it also burns. It is hot and therefore you cannot put too much in a 

recipe. It reminds us of fire.
• Interestingly, the Hebrew word for cinnamon (qinnamon) is very similar to the Hebrew word 

for jealous or zeal (qin’a or qana).
• I believe the best spiritual application of the spice cinnamon is God’s jealousy or zeal.

• The Hebrew for jealous and zeal are two forms of the same root word. Basically, jealous 
and zealous are interchangeable in the Bible.3

• It’s easy for us to think that God is not jealous because we often associate jealousy with sin 
or something negative. 

• But, God repeatedly tells us he is a jealous God.
• Let's look at some examples: Exo. 20:5, *34:14; *Deu. 4:24, 5:9, 6:15; *Joshua 24:15-19

• Notice in these verses God’s jealousy is compared to fire.
• Notice that God’s jealousy is against idols, that is other things taking your affection and 

worship.
• God’s jealousy is not evil, it’s actually for your good.
• God is jealous for you because he made you in his image and likeness for himself (Gen. 

1:26).
• The Lord made you to be his bride, set apart only for him through covenant with him (*2 Cor. 

10:2).

 Costly in the ancient world1

 I’m speaking creatively here; there is no biblical precedent for a message being 125 shekels.2

 See Endnotes for word studies3
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• He wants nothing to come between you and him––no idol, no relationship, no material 
thing or pursuit.

• “Love the Lord your God with all your heart…” (Deu. 6:5)
• “He jealously desires the Spirit which He has made to dwell in us” (James 4:5).  My translation 4

based on the context: “The Spirit that dwells within us is jealous for us”.

2) You are the Father’s house and God wants to anoint every part of his house (Exo. 
30:26-32).

• Let’s look again at Exodus 30 and the anointing oil, specifically Exo. 30:26-32
• God wants Moses to anoint every part of the tabernacle, nothing is to be left unanointed. The 

tent of meeting, the ark, the table and all its articles, the lamp stand and all its accessories, 
the altar of incense, the altar of burnt offering and all its utensils, and the basin with its 
stand––everything was to be anointed.

• This is the same thing Jesus wants to do in your life. The anointing makes every part of the 
tabernacle, holy––set apart for God. Like Moses, he wants to go through his house and 
anoint every part…
• Your mind––your memory, thinking, understanding, reasoning, imagination. He wants your 

mind on things above.
• Your eyes––what you look at and how you look at it. Your hope and your spiritual vision. He 

wants you to see him and to live in hope.
• Your ears––what you listen to and how you listen to it. He wants your ears to hear his word 

rather than the devil’s lies and the world’s confusion.
• Your nose––so that you can enjoy the fragrance of Christ and learn to breathe him in.
• Your mouth––so that you can speak his Word rather than talk roughly to one another
• Your heart––your will, desires and emotions are submitted to him. He wants the Word of 

Christ to dwells richly in your heart.
• Your hands––to bless, pray, love and work hard for his glory.
• Your feet––so that you get up out of your sleep and walk with him daily, spreading the good 

news and walking the extra mile to help and bless your brothers, and even your enemies.
• God is zealous for every part of your being and life to be wholly and holy his.

• Let’s look at John 2:13-22
• This is the first instance of Jesus cleansing the temple.

•  It seems from reading all the Gospel accounts that Jesus cleanses the temple two 
times––once in the beginning of his ministry and the second time at the end. 

• It’s Jesus’ zeal that moves him to clean every part of his house (John 2:17; cf. Ps 69:9).
• God doesn’t want your life to be a marketplace, but a holy place where people can meet 

with God through you. 
• Let’s look at the second time Jesus cleansed the temple (Matt 21:12-17; Mark 11:15-18; Luke 

19:46-48).
• God wants your life to be a house of prayer.
• God will move you to pray with people who are different from you (all nations).
• When your life is a holy house of prayer, then Jesus can do miracles through you and speak 

his Word with power through you.

3) After God cleans and anoints your life, he fills it with his glory (Exo. 40:9-16; 34-35).
• The cinnamon spice speaks of the anointing reclaiming, reigniting and readying your life for 

God’s glory.
• Moses is told to anoint the tabernacle and everything in it. After that, God fills his house with 

his glory.
• What is God’s glory?

• Early this year I did a whole series on God’s glory and name as a part of the ‘Walking With 
Jesus’ series. 

• God’s glory is the fullness of who he is. 

 Translators translate this verse in various ways, either about man’s jealousy or God’s.4
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• When you are filled with God’s glory you are filled with his compassion, grace, patience, 
lovingkindness, faithfulness, forgiveness and truth (Exo. 34:5-7).

• God’s goal for your life is that you are continually filled with his ever-increasing glory.
• Ezekiel’s Vision (Eze. 8:1ff; *10:18-19; 11:19-21)

• The glory departs from the temple because of idolatry, but after the glory departs, God 
promises a new covenant in the future.

• At the end of Ezekiel, Ezekiel prophesies the return of the glory to God’s temple (Eze. 
43:1-12).
• Pita open the meeting with this passage this week.

• Jesus is the ultimate temple of God filled with God’s glory. As we look at him, we are 
ashamed of our own temple, and ask God to build us to be like Jesus (vv. 10-11).

• Allow the Lord to walk through every room of your life, to cleanse and anoint it, so that every 
section of your soul’s house is filled with his glory. 
• The doorway and entrance, the study, the computer room, the garage, the family room 

(the TV room), the lounge, the kitchen, the closet, the bathroom, the toilet, the bedroom, 
the backyard, the music room, the office, etc.
• Are there any idols that the Lord wants to remove?
• God will walk through your house one room at a time. This will take time, it won’t happen all 

in one service. 
• But I want to encourage you to spend the next seven days asking God to clean a different 

section of your house. 

Conclusion: God burns with zeal for you, he is jealous for every part of your life. Let him clean and 
anoint every part of you so that he can fill you with his glory.

© Copyrighted by Glen Gerhauser, 2015



END NOTES

“With it you shall anoint the tent of meeting and the ark of the testimony, and the table and all its 
utensils, and the lampstand and its utensils, and the altar of incense, and the altar of burnt offering 
and all its utensils, and the laver and its stand. “You shall also consecrate them, that they may be 
most holy; whatever touches them shall be holy. “You shall anoint Aaron and his sons, and 
consecrate them, that they may minister as priests to Me. “You shall speak to the sons of Israel, 
saying, ‘This shall be a holy anointing oil to Me throughout your generations. ‘It shall not be poured 
on anyone’s body, nor shall you make any like it in the same proportions; it is holy, and it shall be 
holy to you. (Exo. 30:26-32)

God’s zeal for you and your zeal for God  

 n m. From the same as 1313; TWOT 290a; GK [/besem, bosem /beh·sem] ּבֹשֶׂם 1314
1411; 29 occurrences; AV translates as “spice” 24 times, “sweet odours” twice, “sweet” 
twice, and “sweet smell” once. 1 spice, balsam, balsam tree, perfume. 2 (TWOT) sweet, 
sweet smell, sweet odour.

290 .Assumed root of the following .(bśm) בׂשם

290a  ,spice, sweet, sweet smell (bāśām) ּבָשָׂם ,(beśem) ּבֶשֶׂם ,(bōśem) ּבֹשֶׂם
sweet odor. Its cognates in Aramaic and Akkadian mean “be sweet,” “be 
pleasant” respectively. KB derive Greek balsamon from the Arabic root 
bšm.

bōśem usually means “spice” but when used with a particular spice is “sweet” (KJV). In 
Ex 30:23,25 where the ingredients of the holy anointing oil are given, KJV has sweet 
cinnamon, and sweet calamus (RSV “sweet-smelling” cinnamon and “aromatic” cane; neb 
“fragrant” cinnamon and “scented” cane). GB identifies the qinnĕmon beśem and the 
qĕnēh beśem as fragrant pure cinnamon and ʿalams odorats of the Greeks and Romans 
respectively.

Isaiah prophesies (3:24, KJV) that Zion will have instead of a “sweet smell,” a stink 
(RSV, neb, nab “perfume”). Where KJV says that the girls of King Ahasuerus are purified 
six months with sweet odors (Est 2:12), nab, neb have “perfumes”; RSV, jb “spices.”

Moses’ request for materials for the tabernacle, its furnishings and its service included 
spices (especially for the anointing oil, Ex 25:6).

Spices were a significant part of the luxury and riches of the time. The Queen of Sheba 
gave Solomon an abundance of spices as a royal gift (I Kgs 10:2,10; II Chr 9:1,9,24), and 
Solomon received spices annually as tribute (I Kgs 10:25). Hezekiah showed his riches 
including spices to the envoys from Babylon as a token of his wealth (II Kgs 20:13), and 
spices are part of the merchandise coming to Tyre (Ezk 27:22). Levites returning from 
Babylon are made overseers of stores of spices.

Asa was laid in death on a bed of spices (II Chr 16:14).
Spices are often mentioned as alluring in the Song of Solomon (Song 4:10–16; 5:13; 

6:2; 8:14). BDB, GB, KB and Holladay HCHL all identify bāśām in Song 5:1 with the 
balsam shrub Balsamodendrium Opolbasamun. Some of these lexicons also think balsam 
is in view in 5:13; 6:2; and 8:14 (cf. Immanuel Low, Die Flora der Juden, I,p. 299ff.).

E.S.K.

2041 .cinnamon (Prov 7:17; Song 4:14; Ex 30:23) (qinnāmôn) ִקנָּמֹון
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2038  be jealous, envious, zealous (Piel and Hiphil only). Denominative (qānāʾ) ָקנָא*
verb.

Parent Noun 

2038a .ardor, zeal (qinʾâ) ִקנְאָה
2038bַקנָּא (qannāʾ) jealous.
2038cַקּנֹוא (qannôʾ) jealous.

This verb expresses a very strong emotion whereby some quality or possession of the 
object is desired by the subject. This root occurs eighty-seven times. There is a 
questionable occurrence(s) of the root in Ugaritic (UT 19: no. 2246). The verb is (perhaps) 
a denominative of qinʾâ (BDB).

The term may be used in a purely descriptive sense to denote one of the 
characteristics of living men (Eccl 9:6), or in a derogatory sense to denote hostile and 
disruptive passions (Prov 27:4) or in a favorable sense to denote consuming zeal focused 
on one that is loved (Ps 69:9 [H 10]).

It may prove helpful to think of “zeal” as the original sense from which derived the 
notions “zeal for another’s property” =“envy” and “zeal for one’s own property” = “jealousy.”

Accordingly, our root is often translated “envy.” It expresses the feeling which barren 
Rachel had toward prolific Leah (Gen 30:1). Joseph’s brothers were similarly related to 
him after his fateful dream (Gen 37:11). Edom’s deep jealousy of Israel’s favor before God 
accompanied anger and hatred (Ezk 35:11). So, this root does not express superficial 
emotion. God says the righteous are not to long deeply after the apparent (but short-lived) 
prosperity of the wicked (Ps 37:1). A consideration of their ultimate end led the psalmist to 
cease his envy (Ps 73:3).

The central meaning of our word, however, relates to “jealousy” especially in the 
marriage relationship. Adultery was punishable by death (Lev 20:10; Deut 22:22). By 
marriage the “two become one flesh” (Gen 2:24). Hence, adultery was a severing of the 
body—a form of murder. Because woman usurped man’s position in Eden the law was 
constructed to emphasize her subjection and man’s leadership (Gen 3:16). Hence, 
provision was made for a husband to accuse and discover suspected adultery (Num 5). 
Nor should it be overlooked that this was also a means whereby an accused but innocent 
woman could escape the accusation and wrath of a jealous husband inasmuch as God 
himself would pronounce her guiltless. The law provides a fit end for justified jealousy, the 
death of the offender (IDB, III, p. 332).

God is depicted as Israel’s husband; he is a jealous God (Ex 20:5). Idolatry is spiritual 
adultery and merits death. Phinehas played the faithful lover by killing a man and his 
foreign wife, and thus stayed the wrath of divine jealousy (Num 25:11). Joshua repeated 
the fact that God is a jealous God who would not tolerate idolatry and the people 
voluntarily placed themselves under God’s suzerainty (Josh 24:19). Through idolatry Israel 
incited God to justified wrath, e.g. in the days of Ahab, and God punished them. Ultimately, 
repeated warnings went unheeded and God gave his people the justice due their spiritual 
adultery (Ezk 5:13; 8:3, 5; 16:38). The Psalmist identified the jealousy of God as the cause 
of the exile and he besought his Sovereign to quench his wrath against Israel (Ps 79:5). 
According to promise God rested his jealous wrath against Israel (Ezk 16:42; cf. Deut 30) 
and turned against those who had misused them (Ezk 36:5–6). So strong is his disposition 
to vindicate his name (Ezk 39:25) and his people, that all the earth felt his wrath (Zeph 
3:8). Thus it will be seen that the action informed by this intensity may result in ill and 
perdition and is associated with words denoting wrath (Num 25:11; Ezk 16:38, 42; 36:6; 
38:9) and anger (Deut 29:19 [H 20]), and as a consuming force with fire (Zeph 1:18; 3:8).
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On the other hand the divine action accomplished with “jealousy” may result in good 
and salvation. Thus this arduous love effected the return (Isa 42:13). The restoration of 
Israel does not, however, exhaust God’s gracious activities in behalf of his people. He will 
effect their salvation (the restitution of a perfect relationship between himself and his 
creatures), which they lost in father Adam, by a second Adam—Immanuel (Isa 9:7 [H 6]). 
Furthermore, the return from the exile foreshadowed an even greater event—God’s 
creating and choosing a perfect bride through his Servant (Isa 42:13). God’s jealousy 
when offended issued in just retribution, but when stirred by his grace it resulted in eternal 
love. Hence, the church is called the bride of Christ. It is now being perfectly prepared and 
preserved for the wedding.

God expects man to return his love. Love, however, is not simply an emotion. It is a 
structured relationship. To love God is to obey him. So the word is used to denote a 
passionate, consuming “zeal” focused on God that results in the doing of his will and the 
maintaining of his honor in the face of the ungodly acts of men and nations. Phinehas, 
Elijah and Jehu are particular examples of this zeal (TWNT, II, p. 878). Saul (II Sam 21:2) 
and Jehu (II Kgs 10:16) were prompted by their ardent zeal (jealousy) for God to commit 
acts violating his commands. Thus, they stirred the wrath of God who is jealous for his 
name (Ezk 39:25)—that it be vindicated by the keeping of the whole law (Deut 29:20 [H 
19]). The godly (esp. Messiah) are consumed, therefore, by an ardour (jealousy) to exalt 
God by maintaining purity of worship (Ps 69:9 [H 10]), and purity of obedience respecting 
the whole of God’s word (Ps 119:139).

 Ardor of jealousy, zeal, anger. This noun, modelled after the Qal infinitive .(qinʾâ) ִקנְאָה
form, describes the state wherein the subject is dominated by qānāʾ–either positive or 
negative. This word is translated in the kjv in a bad sense in Song 8:6, “jealousy is cruel as 
the grave,” but it could be taken in a good sense in parallel with the preceding, “ardent zeal 
is as strong as the grave.”

 Jealous. This noun, modelled after the Piel infinitive, is used solely of God .(qannāʾ) ַקנָּא
and in the context of idolatry. It shows the parallel between adultery and idolatry. As a 
husband holds his wife to himself and is permitted to kill her and her paramour in the case 
of adultery, so God relates to his people. It occurs only in the Pentateuch (five times).

 Jealous. This noun is also modelled on the Piel infinitive. Its use is the .(qannôʾ) ַקּנֹוא
same as qannāʾ. It appears only twice and outside the Pentateuch.

Bibliography: TDNT, II, pp. 878–80. THAT, II, pp. 647–49.
L.J.C.

“*The writer suggests a possible derivation from two well-known Hebrew words: Kinna, 
"jealousy," from the root to glow or burn, or be zealous; and min, "form" or "appearance." 
The "appearance of jealousy." We need not say what burning zeal marked our Lord's 
entire life — "The zeal of Thy house hath eaten me up" (John 2:17). And this was shown in 
the holy form of jealousy which would purge that house of all the carnal traffic which had 
been introduced there. "Love is strong as death; jealousy is cruel as the grave: the coals 
thereof are coals of fire, which hath a most vehement flame" (Cant. 8:6). This gives, at 
least, a beautiful and significant meaning, and accords with the character of our Lord — a 
love which was zeal for God's glory and for "the place where Thine honor dwelleth" (Ps. 
26:8). In love for that He would let His own temple, His holy body, be laid low in death. 
Here was indeed a jealousy of a new form — jealousy for God alone, without one element 
of selfishness in it. Cruel it was, only in the sense of bearing cruelty rather than suffer one 
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blot to rest upon God's glory — it burned with ‘a most vehement flame.’” (Samuel Ridout, 
The Tabernacle: The Anointing Oil, Lecture 16)

Cinnamon-Tree and Cassia-Tree
(Cinnamomum zeylanicum, Breyne; and Cinnamomum Cassia, Bl.)
“Calamus and cinnamon, with all trees of frankincense.” Song of Sol. 4:14.

CINNAMON is mentioned in several places in the Old Testament, under the Hebrew name of 
kinnamon. The plant is Cinnamomum zeylanicum of botanists. It belongs to the natural order 
Laurineæ, the Laurel family. In this order are found many aromatic plants, yielding volatile oils and 
tonic barks. (See the description of the Bay-tree.) The plant grows in India; and its bark, under the 
name of cinnamon, is imported at the present day from Ceylon, and also from the Malabar coast, in 
bales and chests, the bundles weighing about one pound each. It was imported into India by the 
Phœnicians or the Arabians. It is distinguished from other allied species by its acuminated 
tricostate leaves, the ribs coming into contact at the base, but not uniting. The best cinnamon is 
procured from branches three years old. The outer bark is of a whitish-gray colour, and is 
nearly tasteless, while the inner bark constitutes the cinnamon, which is imported in a 
quilled form into Britain. Oil of cinnamon is obtained from the bark by distillation, after it has been 
macerated in sea-water; and a fatty matter is procured from the fruit by boiling. This fat was used 
by the Portuguese in making candles.

Cinnamon-tree.—(Cinnamomum zeylanicum)
Cinnamon was highly valued as a spice and perfume. It was one of the principal spices 
employed in the manufacture of precious ointment for the tabernacle (Ex. 30:22–25). 
Solomon speaks of it also as one of the frankincense plants: “Calamus and cinnamon, with all 
trees of frankincense” (Song 4:14). Its use as a perfume is referred to in Prov. 7:17: “I have 
perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes [Aquilaria Agallochum], and cinnamon.” And the merchandise 
of it is noticed in the account of the destruction of the Apocalyptic Babylon: “Cinnamon, and 
odours, and ointments, and frankincense” (Rev. 18:13).

Cassia-tree.—(Cinnamomum Cassia.)
Besides the true cinnamon plant, we must also refer to another species known under the name of 
cassia. It is mentioned in Scripture as kiddah. It constituted one of the ingredients in the holy 
ointment already referred to (Ex. 30:24); and it is recorded by Ezekiel among the merchandise of 
Tyre (Ezek. 27:19). The plant referred to in these passages appears to be the Cinnamomum 
Cassia of botanists, which is distinguished from the Cinnamomum zeylanicum by its oblong-
lanceolate triplicostate leaves, the three ribs uniting together for some extent at the base of the 
leaf. The bark of the tree is known as cassia-bark. It is inferior to cinnamon, being coarser and 
more pungent, with a certain amount of bitterness. The leaves when chewed have a true cinnamon 
flavour, while the leaves of Cinnamomum zeylanicum when similarly treated taste like cloves. 
Cassia-oil and cassia-buds appear to be produced by the same tree. It grows in India and China.
The word ketzioth, translated “cassia,” in Ps. 45:8, is by Royle conjectured to mean the costus of 
the ancients, the koost of the Arabs, and the Aplotaxis auricula of botanists.

 Balfour, J. H. (1885). The Plants of the Bible (pp. 30–33). London; Edinburgh; New York: T. Nelson 
and Sons.
 
CINNAMON Spice used in making fragrant oils. Such oil was used to anoint the wilderness tent of 
meeting (Exod. 30:23). It was part of the lucrative international spice trade (Rev. 18:13; cp. Prov. 
7:17; Song 4:14). Cinnamon comes from the bark of a large tree belonging to the laurel family. 
Both the English and Greek words are derived from the Hebrew qinnamon. See Plants; Spices.

© Copyrighted by Glen Gerhauser, 2015



 Brand, C., Draper, C., England, A., Bond, S., Clendenen, E. R., & Butler, T. C. (Eds.). (2003). 
Cinnamon. In Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary (p. 299). Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers.

Cinnamon—Heb. kinamon, the Cinnamomum zeylanicum of botanists, a tree of the Laurel family, 
which grows only in India on the Malabar coast, in Ceylon, and China. There is no trace of it in 
Egypt, and it was unknown in Syria. The inner rind when dried and rolled into cylinders forms the 
cinnamon of commerce. The fruit and coarser pieces of bark when boiled yield a fragrant oil. It was 
one of the principal ingredients in the holy anointing oil (Ex. 30:23). It is mentioned elsewhere only 
in Prov. 7:17; Cant. 4:14; Rev. 18:13. The mention of it indicates a very early and extensive 
commerce carried on between Palestine and the East.
 Easton, M. G. (1893). In Easton’s Bible dictionary. New York: Harper & Brothers.

Cinnamon (Cinnamomum zeylanicum) Two varieties of trees of this genus, native to tropical Asia, 
with aromatic bark that, when ground, is used as a spice. The cinnamon of Exodus 30:23, 
Proverbs 7:17, Song of Songs 4:14, and Revelation 18:13 is undoubtedly Cinnamomum 
zeylanicum. The tree is a rather low-growing one, never getting more than 30 feet (9.1 meters) 
high, with a smooth, ash-colored bark and widespread branches and white flowers. Its shiny, 
beautifully veined evergreen leaves grow about nine inches (22.9 centimeters) long and two inches 
(5.1 centimeters) wide.
The Jews always regarded cinnamon as a deliciously fragrant substance and valued it highly as a 
spice and a perfume. It was one of the principal ingredients used in the manufacture of the 
precious ointments, or “holy oil,” that Moses was commanded to use in the tabernacle for anointing 
the sacred vessels and officiating priests. It was undoubtedly very costly and precious.

 Elwell, W. A., & Comfort, P. W. (2001). In Tyndale Bible dictionary (p. 1050). Wheaton, IL: Tyndale 
House Publishers.
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