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Text: “And He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness” (2 
Cor. 12:9a, NASB).

Theme: By faith God is able to turn your weakness into strength.

Intro: Today, we will continue to focus on the walls of our lives being restored. Last week we 
talked about God’s deliverance. But, what happens when you’re not delivered out of your 
situation as you expected? 

Today, I want to explore God’s deliverance some more and develop the ways God delivers you. 
Specifically, we will see how God uses the anointing in you to turn weakness into strength. We 
will also see how God’s ways are way different from the world’s ways and our understanding. I 
want to share this message so you do not get discouraged when things don’t work out as you 
planned or as you thought God would do them.

1) Your Father will deliver you in unique and surprising ways (Exo. 17:6; Num. 20:8).
• God doesn’t always deliver you the same way each time.

• But our human nature, expects God to do things the same way each time.
• Do you remember that God told Moses the first time to strike the rock for water (Exo. 

17:6)? The second time deliverance was to come a different way; God said speak to the 
rock (Num. 20:8).
• However, Moses went back to the old way and struck the rock twice and consequently 

was kept from entering God’s Promised Land.
• This lesson teaches us that we always need to listen to the specific instructions the 

Father gives us for each trial. 
• The Father has promised to deliver those who fear him (Ps. 50:15), but he does it 

differently each time. 
• You cannot lean on your own understanding or even your experience.

•  At times, he delivers you from a trial. He changes the circumstances around you. 
• At other times, he delivers you in the trial itself. He doesn’t change the circumstances, but 

he gives you an abundance of grace within “the presence of your enemies” (Ps. 23:5). 
• And I often find God delivers you within difficulties before he delivers you out of 

difficulties.
• In other words, God delivers you through the trial before he delivers you from a trial.

• A woman in labour has to go through the pain of labour before she delivers the child.
• She has to go through intense pain so that the life in her comes out of her.

• Look at Jesus in his hometown, Nazareth (Luke 4:28-30).
• His Father did not take away the angry crowd (who he grew up with)
• Instead, Jesus had to walk through the crowd.
• The Father doesn’t always take away the opposition, many times you will have to walk 

through it with God’s power.
• Also, remember Jesus at his last trial on earth.

• The crowd was against him, but he couldn’t walk through it.
• It was the Father’s will for him to lay down his life.
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• In Gethsemane, Jesus prayed three times for this cup to be taken away, and yet it was 
the Father’s will for him to drink it (Luke 22:39-46).

• Jesus had to go through the cross before his resurrection and crown.
• No cross, no crown.

• What about the different way God delivered Moses and Joshua through the waters?
• For Moses, he had to raise his rod to part the Red Sea.

• First, God didn’t make the deliverance from Egypt a ‘piece of cake’ (Exo. 14:10-29)
• With Joshua, God uses a different means to part the water (Joshua 3:7-17)

• This time it is through the Ark and the priests have to go in the water and stand in 
the middle of the Jordan for the people to get across.
• What a great lesson for leaders, who are really only servants standing in the flood 

to help others get to the other side.
• God takes you through the waters, but they will not harm you (*Isa 43:2)

• And let us not forget Daniel’s friends, who had to go into the fire for the Son of Man, 
Jesus, to be revealed. Even though he went through the fire, he came out of the fire.

2) When you are weak, then you are strong (2 Cor. 12:7-10).
• Christians do not live by the same ‘laws’ the world does. (I’m not talking about society’s 

laws, those we keep.) In the world, if you are weak, then you are weak. If you are sick, 
then you are sick. If you suffer misfortune, then you are cursed. If you are rejected, you 
are downcast. If you have a major problem, you get stressed out.

• For a believer, when difficulties increase, the power of Jesus within you increases all 
the more.

• It’s very hard for us to understand persistent problems that don’t go away.
• In 2 Corinthians 12:7-10, Paul has a persistent issue or issues that won’t go away, even 

with prayer.
• Here we learn something critical: more than God wants to change your environment he 

wants to change you.
• “Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from 

exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment 
me––to keep me from exalting myself!” (2 Cor. 12:7).
• Paul repeats “exalting myself” two times. This means that this is a very important point. 
• We are all tempted to exalt ourselves. Yet God’s chief purpose in our lives is to make 

us like JESUS. Jesus never exalted himself. His exaltation was the cross.
• More than God taking away our pain, he wants us to represent and reflect his 

humility.
• The key to that is exalting Jesus, praising him, rather than lifting up yourself. 

• With the anointing can come pride. And “pride comes before the fall” (Prov. 16:18).
• So, with God’s anointing, he also gives you a thorn. The thorn is sharp and painful, 

but it won’t kill you. It will only drive you to your knees in humility and prayer.
•  The last few weeks we’ve been talking about the anointing and how it restores, revives 

and resurrects. Yet, with the anointing comes bitterness to keep us humble.
•  After David, was anointed he received favor from Saul. But very soon, Saul turned 

on him and spent the rest of his life hunting down David and trying to kill him. This 
went on for about fifteen years.
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• For all those years, God did not take the thorn of Saul out of David’s life. David had the 
sweetness of God’s favor and anointing, but also the the bitter persecution that comes 
with that anointing. 

• This whole experience of being constantly hunted by Saul and living in the wilderness, 
worked a deep humility in David. And this is where much of the inspiration of the 
Psalms come from. 
• Whenever God gives great power to one of his children, he also gives deep pain. 

This deep pain causes us to depend on God.
• This is also why David said in his most famous Psalm, “You prepare a table for me in the 

presence of my enemies.”
• “Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it might leave me.”

• Now, what was Paul’s thorn. This has been a matter debated by Bible commentator’s 
since the beginning. Was it poor eyesight? Headaches? An unknown sickness? 
Persecution? All of the above. 
• I believe Paul is intentionally ambiguous so that you and I apply this to our own lives. 

Each of us will have some thorn if God is revealing himself to you in a great way. In other 
words, you need to carry your cross and your cross will look a little different than 
another brothers. Each of us have our own trials God is bringing us through.

• Remember, God delivered Jesus through the cross, not from the cross. 
• Like Jesus, we pray three times that the Lord takes away the cup that we have to bear. 

And there is nothing wrong or sinful about you praying that God would take away 
something negative. But, after much prayer, if it is not taken away, God wants to give 
you strength to endure it.
• Now, let me make this clear, I’m not talking about someone saying, “I’m tormented with 

evil thoughts in my mind and that is my cross to bear.” Or, “My sin is my cross to 
bear.” And you also have to be careful with empowering Satan with regards to your 
sickness.

• The Lord responds to Paul, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in 
weakness.”

• The chief character God wants to reveal to you is his GRACE. Grace is God’s 
lovingkindness in action. God’s grace overpowers sin and every thorn. With God’s 
grace pouring in, you will hardly feel the power of a thorn. The problem that seemed like 
a millstone crushing you to the ground becomes a little thorn. The difficulty becomes 
like a little bindi that you pick out of your clothes and flick away.

• Here we see that GRACE is POWER. And the volume of this power reaches its heights 
in your weakness. God’s power is quiet in your life until it crescendoes when the 
enemy attacks you. Then, like Samson you arise and rip out the city gate of the 
Philistines.

• For example, say you have no money. Maybe you want God to deliver you through 
winning the lotto or at the casino. But, that’s not how God will deliver you. Most likely, he 
will give you an idea to create wealth. Or, he may give you favor with someone to get a 
better paying job. Or, you may be looking for a job and he tells you he wants you to 
create jobs, not look for them. He may want you to start a business. 
• You’ll need the Holy Spirit to guide you because each one of us is different.

• “Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ may dwell in me.”
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• “Therefore I am well content [take delight, prefer, enjoy, find pleasure, be happy with] with 
weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s 
sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.”

• Now, how do you turn your weakness into strength?

3) By faith God turns your weakness into strength (Heb. 11:32, 34; 2 Chron. 20) 
• One word: FAITH - And I will use this word as an acronym to help you remember.
• Jehoshaphat (2 Chron. 20) - Paint the background

• Jehoshaphat and Israel is overwhelmed and outnumbered. They are in a place of 
weakness.

• F - Fix your eyes on Jesus (2 Chron. 20:12)
• A - Accept the Word of the Lord (2 Chron. 20:14-17)
• I - Inquire of God (2 Chron. 20:4)
• T - Trust in God and his spokesmen (2 Chron. 20:20)
• H - Hang on to hope through singing praise - Hallelujah! (2 Chron. 20:21-26)

Conclusion: It is by faith that you will turn your weakness into strength. What is faith? It’s fixing 
your eyes on Jesus, accepting his Word, inquiring into God’s strategy, trusting God and his 
prophets, and singing hallelujah even though the enemy is attacking you. Do this and you will be 
victorious
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END NOTES

When difficulties intensify in your life Jesus’ power will far exceed your troubles.

Hezekiah (2 Kings 18:7) & Nehemiah (build the wall in them middle of your enemies. Don’t wait 
for your problems to leave to restore your walls. Get to work right now!)
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