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Text: Judges 6:14

Theme: Don’t wait for others to follow Jesus’ call. Arise yourself and soon others will follow.

Intro: Last week, I spoke on God’s call to arise. And I began to use the word ‘ARISE’ as an 
acronym. Do you remember what the first two letters stood for? ‘A’ meant awake. If you’re asleep, 
someone can be standing right next to you speaking, but you will not hear them. Ephesians says, 
“Awake, O sleeper, rise from the dead and Christ will shine on you” (Eph. 5:14). The Lord wants 
you to awake to him––to see and hear him––and to see your sin in his light. This leads us to the 
next letter ‘R’ which stands for ‘Repent.’ The word ‘repent’ is one of the most beautiful words in the 
world. But, people have been vandalising it. This word is God’s masterpiece, but it’s spray painted 
over. The Lord wants you to repent: to throw off every weight that is keeping you from arising (Heb. 
12:1-2).

This leads us to our next word––the ‘I’ in ARISE. The ‘I’ stands for initiate.

1) Initiate - Initiate what God speaks to you; don’t wait on others (Judges 6:25-35).
• Initiate - to begin, set going, originate. To cause a process or action to begin
• God must initiate the call, but then you initiate the obedience.
• God is the initiator. He initiated our salvation (*Isa. 59:15-21).

• Jesus came, God HIMSELF.
• Don’t make excuses that your friends are not joining you.

• When God speaks to you, he uses your life to break the mould around you.
• The Lord called Gideon to initiate the tearing down of his father’s idols (Judges 6:25-35).

• Gideon could have prayed, “Lord, put it on my father’s heart to pull down his idols.” But, 
the Lord called Gideon to break down the idols.

• Here’s the thing: Don’t expect anyone to do what God has called you to do.
• Don’t wait for the crowd

• Terrorists love crowds because its maximum ‘bang for the buck.’ They want to be 
seen. But our Father loves the secret place.

• Gideon is a shadow of Jesus who came to tear down his father’s altars (the false 
worship of the Pharisees, etc.)
• Also, Gideon came from the least tribe. Jesus came from a poor family and grew up in 

a rejected area, Nazareth. 
• The revolution to free Israel as a nation began in Gideon’s backyard.
• This reminds me of a story at my mom’s house. My parents bought a new house and the 

yard was full of idols––Buddhas, Hindu gods and idol looking statues. 
• Well, everything was breaking down in the house after my parents bought it. My mom was 

not saved yet, and she was really stressed out.
• So I said, “You need to get rid of the idols” and I explained why. 

• But others were saying, “These statues are a decoration and they are very expensive.”
• They didn’t do it, but gave me permission to do it, when I returned home on vacation from 

Bible School.
• Soon afterward, my mom was saved.

• That’s the power of breaking idols.
• Initiate breaking down the Baals in your life and that have mastered your family for 

generations.
• Baal means ‘master’.
• What is mastering you? What is mastering your family? 
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• Religion? Food? Smoking? Anger? Lust? Division? Gossip? Superstition? A Controlling 
Person?

• Make sure if you are initiating something, it’s what God has first initiated. For example, don’t 
plant a church, when God has initiated you to plant a church. 

2) Synergise - Synergise by calling and working together with like-hearted people (Judges 
6:33-35; 7:1)

• While I was away, waiting on the Lord, God spoke to me, “The reason why you have been 
growing this last year is because you are working together. If you were to separate, you 
would not accomplish much.”
• I felt the Lord said to me, “Teach the people about the power of synergy.”

• Just so that you know that I’m not teaching something strange, the word ‘synergy’ comes from 
a Biblical word synergos, synergeo or synergazomai.
• Simply put, it means to work together. (Like our words sync and energy)
• Paul uses these terms to describe his fellow workers and helping each other out (Rom. 

16:3, 9; 2 Cor. 1:24, Col. 4:11; Rom. 8:28, etc.).
• In the study of management, we also talk about synergy.

• The synergistic effect means that 1+1 doesn’t = 2, but instead 1+1=4.
• There’s a multiplication effect that happens when two work together, that would not 

happen if they worked separately. We see this in Leviticus 26:8
• You see this in marriage.

• If we are going to see Australia freed from oppression, we must call others to join us by the 
Spirit of the Lord.
• This is what Gideon did. After he obeyed God himself, he could call others to obey God 

(Judges 6:33-35, 7:1).
• Now Gideon has an army, and God is looking for an army.
• Yet, it was too big and the Lord got rid of the fearful and the undisciplined. 

• As Jesus said, “Many are called but few are chosen.”
• Synergy does not mean bigger is better. What the Father is looking for is a small remnant with 

a heart wholly for him.
• John Wesley said it like this, “Give me one hundred men who fear nothing but sin and desire 

nothing but God, and I care not whether they be clergymen or laymen, they alone will shake 
the gates of Hell and set up the kingdom of Heaven upon the earth” (The Works of John 
Wesley).  

• Gather to the Gideons. The ones blowing the trumpet by the Spirit of God.
• We need to take seriously the gathering of the saints (*Heb. 10:24-25).

Conclusion: These two verbs, initiate and synergise, seem to be in paradoxic tension with one 
another. However, in the Spirit they work together. First, you must arise and initiate what God is 
saying, then others will join you in the journey. 
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