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Text: 1 Peter 3:1-7

Intro: Today, our passage is on the first relationship God gave to man: marriage. It flows 
out of a river of instruction that has its fountainhead in us being God’s chosen people. As 
God’s dearly loved and chosen people we are called to be different (1 Pet. 2:11). And our 
lives and relationships are meant to win souls into God’s Kingdom (1 Pet. 2:12). Proverbs 
11:30 says, “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and those who win souls are wise.” 
Winning souls begins at home. A wife needs to win her husband and a husband her wife. 
When a marriage is fruitful and at peace unbelievers see a living testimony that Jesus 
does make a difference. And many of them will want what you have.

1) Scripture does not support an authoritarian structure in marriage. Instead, it 
advocates respect, honor, meekness, servanthood and understanding in both the 
husband and wife. (1 Peter 3:1-7)
• This passage cannot be understood unless we go back to the source from where it 

flows.
• Yes, there is order in marriage, but this is not a slave relationship––it’s a 

partnership, a companionship.
• The comedy of marriage (Abraham & Sarah like Raymond & Debra; Gen. 12:10-20; 

16:1-16 18:9-15) [Hot water]
• Our passage begins with “in the same way” - homoios.

• “pertaining to being similar to something else in some respect.” In the same spirit.
• What is Peter referring to?

• 1 Pet. 2:21-25
• Jesus’ servant and submissive nature. His willingness to suffer and give 

his life. 
• This is meant to be embodied by both the husband and the wife
• Matt. 20:24-28 (cf. Mark 10:45); Luke 22:27

• The Bible says, “wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands.” 
But it has to be taken in context.

• God wants a spirit of submission and servanthood in both the husband and wife
• There’s not one set of standards of the husband and another for the wife.
• False religion develops when people misunderstand God. When people develop 

doctrine without knowing God’s presence in a dynamic way they will often be led 
into deception.

• Marriage is a dynamic structure rather than a static structure. The way God made 
marriage transcends all human hierarchy. 

2) It’s our lives more than our lips that win people to Jesus. (1 Peter 3:1-4)
• It’s not arguing, correcting or fights––but a beautiful life. A beautiful life will win your 

spouse.
• 1 Peter 3:2-6

• “if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by 
the behavior...”

• Purity and reverence
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• Inward beauty - gentle and tranquil spirit
• Misinterpretations - Peter is not saying you can’t where beautiful things, he’s 

saying this should not be the source of your beauty.
• Nor is he saying that wives should not speak and be silent. He’s saying, that 

they should keep their peace. That their words should be pure and honoring.
• “weaker” would be better translated as “the more delicate vessel.” (skeuos). 

Fine China. Your flower. Your jewel.
• Peter learned about marriage from Jesus himself - Matt. 19:1-12

• “your hearts were hard”

3) The cross is the secret to a peaceful, beautiful and fruitful marriage. (1 Peter. 
2:21-25)
• The cross shows us that we are all equal. One is not above another (Gal. 3:26-29)

• We are all sinners; we all need grace
• Forgiveness is the power

• The cross lived out in our marriage makes our marriages beautiful
• 1 Peter 2:21-25
• The cross is the key, not counseling. The cross is the power, not communication. 

• Counseling is only effective in the Christian marriage if it leads you to the cross.
• The cross teaches us love, servanthood, forgiveness, selflessness and purity.

4) Husbands––understand, value and treat your wife as your equal. If not your 
prayers will be hindered. (1 Peter 3:7)
• Men often think ‘function’ so Peter teaches men not to see their wives as a 

commodity but to value them.
• Women often think ‘form’. So Peter tells them it’s not about the outward but the 

inward.
• What to do after a fight? What Anna and I do. Humility. Ask forgiveness. Pray for one 

another. That’s when the restoration begins to happen.
• Disrespect in marriage will hinder your prayer life.

Conclusion: Marriage is a precious gift. People should look at our marriages and see 
what God originally intended. Before we can win the world we first should seek to win our 
spouse. This happens daily as we live Jesus’ way––not to be served but to serve. 
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