
I Will Deliver You
11 - Reclaiming the Gates

Church on the Park | Sunday, 29 NOV 2015

Text: 2 Cor. 1:8-11 (NIV & Message); Psalm 50:15

Theme: When the world is beating down on you and troubles are overwhelming you––remember, 
God will deliver you.

Intro: Last Friday at about 2am I had a shock. I woke up with excruciating pain in my back, 
stomach and groin area that kept escalating. I never have called the ambulance before––it was 
one of the things I dreaded to do. But, I thought my appendix may have burst and my bowels 
ruptured, so I finally raised the white flag of surrender, and we called 000 (911 for those in the US). 
Through the prayers of the saints, I had a quick deliverance. At 9am the doctors told me I passed a 
kidney stone and kidney is now clear. And that experience, as well as many like it, gave birth to this 
message today: God will deliver you.

Today, we will continue to focus on the spice of myrrh in the anointing oil, and begin to transition to 
the next spice, cinnamon. The main lesson we learn from the Myrrh spice is that God restores, 
revives and resurrects. In other words, he makes the bitter, sweet. Our God is a deliverer, one who 
rescues us from every trouble we experience. 

1) God will deliver you. Troubles come so that you don't rely on yourself, but on God who 
delivers (2 Cor. 1:9).
• In our text, Paul is letting the Corinthians know that he and his team went through intense 

affliction. 
• I like how Eugene Peterson translates 2 Corinthians 1:8-11 in his Message version: 

• “We don’t want you in the dark, friends, about how hard it was when all this came down on 
us in Asia province. It was so bad we didn’t think we were going to make it. We felt like we’d 
been sent to death row, that it was all over for us. As it turned out, it was the best thing that 
could have happened. Instead of trusting in our own strength or wits to get out of it, we 
were forced to trust God totally––not a bad idea since he’s the God who raises the dead! 
And he did it, rescued us from certain doom. And he’ll do it again, rescuing us as many 
times as we need rescuing. You and your prayers are part of the rescue operation––I don’t 
want you to be in the dark about that either. I can see your faces even now, lifted in praise 
for God’s deliverance of us, a rescue in which your prayers played such a crucial part.”

• I think the best commentary for this passage is Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony in C-Minor.
• The piece begins with strong dissonance (a clashing of notes, tension) and the whole first 

movement is a great struggle with only sprinkles of triumph. (da-da-da-daaa)
• The second movement continues the melancholy and tension, but with sunbeams 

breaking though the dark clouds..
• The third movement has a mysterious sound to it and makes a beautiful transition to the 

fourth movement .
• The fourth movement sounds like the King steps on to the battlefield and conquered all 

his enemies. The symphony rises and climaxes with resurrection life. Suffering is 
overcome and Death is conquered.

• I find it's very hard for us Christians to understand affliction, the dissonance, in our lives. 
We think, "If God loves me, why should I suffer." 
• And, because our mind is not renewed about the power of suffering, we have a very hard 

time ministering to those in trouble.
• First, you think, “you shouldn't suffer.”
• Next, you think, “if someone suffers it's because they have done something wrong.”

• For example, somebody may get sick and people will say, "You need to take care of 
yourself." But, they may have been taking care of themselves. Sickness does not 
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mean somebody did not take care of themselves. Rather, your response should be, 
"how can I help? how can I serve? How can I wash your feet? How can you minister 
hope from God's Word?"

• Another thing, along the same lines, you think, "what sin did this person or their parents 
do to get them into this." (John 9:1-7)

• When someone is sick, your job is not to give advice or offer them a diet plan, your job is to 
minister healing and support until they get healed. Your job is to show love.

• Jesus didn't go around giving sick people advice. Instead, he healed them. He didn't say, 
eat more chia seeds and you'll be better. 
• Your job is not to be like Dr. Oz, saying, 'Try this aromatherapy,' but to be the hands and 

feet of Jesus. And, this means supporting people until they get better, which sometimes 
may not happen until they see the Lord face to face.

• Remember Job's friends, they gave heaps of advice. Chapters and chapters of counsel. 
But, God said they did wrong. They didn't pray and minister the Holy Spirit of comfort to Job.
• Job wasn't sick because he was doing something wrong, but because the devil was 

attacking him.
• The Bible records that even great men of God struggled with sickness and disease

• Now, here is the good news! Trouble comes so that you do not rely on yourself and your 
wisdom, but on God and his grace. 

• God let's trouble and death knock on your door, so that you experience God's resurrection 
life.

• The apostle Paul teaches us in our passage to set our hopes on the fact that God will deliver 
you. 
• When you are in deep distress you need to focus on God's deliverance.

• This passage also teaches us that he has delivered us. 
• Remember, what he has done. He will deliver you. All throughout this life, he will continue to 

deliver you. Deliver simply means, rescue. God will rescue you from the devil's attacks, the 
world's abuse and sin's effects. 
• A father doesn't look on when his little child is getting beat up. He steps in. 

• When the son gets older, he may not step in as quickly, because he is teaching his son 
to fight. But, he definitely will step in when it gets too tough. 

• How does God deliver you?

2) God delivers you through prayer––persistent, persevering and fervent prayer (2 Cor. 
1:11).

• Not just yourself praying, but getting the body of Christ to pray for you.
• It’s important that you call on people to pray for you. That’s a humbling thing.

• It’s saying, “you are not a god.” And, it’s saying, “I can’t do this alone, I need help.”
• *The world teaches you that maturity is independence. But, God’s Word teaches us that 

maturity is interdependence on God and his people.
• To be delivered and healed you need the body of Christ. For example, if your throat is soar 

your whole body works to heal your throat. The same thing is needed for us believers.
• Look at 2 Cor. 1:11

• Deliverance comes through prayer. That's one of the major lessons of the Psalms. 
• What was God speaking through David's life? Many things, but one thing in particular. 

Deliverance comes through prayer.
• In 2 Kings 13:14-20 we learn another lesson about prayer. 

• Your prayers for those suffering must be persistent, persevering and fervent. 
• Victory does not come without a battle.
• God’s looking for fervent perseverance. Remember, Luke 18:1
• Prayer is like an arrow, like missile or an air assault. 

3) God's name is Healer, he’s specializes in restoring the broken (Exo. 15:26). 
• You’ll find this in Exodus 15:26

• Look at the example God uses to illustrate this
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• We often don't understand the connection between bitter waters made sweet, and healing. 
This is because of gap between the English and Hebrew language.

• The root word for heal in Hebrew is RESTORE. Or, to make whole, to bring back to it’s original 
design. (Dr. Michael L. Brown, Israel's Divine Healer, pp. 28-31).

• Notice how healing is connected to God's Word––his living, active and obeyed Word. 
• Just like the walls of Jerusalem, took time to be restored, healing often takes time.

• But, it especially comes as you sit under and receive God's Word. 
• "I, YHWH, am your healer" or "I, YHWH, am your restorer”

CONCLUSION: Let’s remember the three main points: 1) Troubles comes so you rely on God not 
yourself; 2) God delivers you through the persistent fervent prayer, and 3) God’s name is healing. 
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