
Awake
11 - God’s Covert Agents

Church on the Park | Sunday, 31 July 2016

Text: Judges 6:1-14; 28-35

Theme: Arise to your purpose through waking up to God and exchanging your PJs for battle 
armour.

Intro: Over the last several months the Lord has been calling us to arise. This morning we will look 
at how God called Gideon to arise, even though it was very logical for him to remain hidden. The 
Midianites were oppressing God’s people and they were constantly destroying what Israel 
produced. Gideon was insignificant, but it was an encounter with the Lord that caused him to 
awake and arise. The whole first part of Gideon’s story is God shaking Gideon to awake him to his 
purpose. Today, I want to expound on an acronym for ARISE that describes what it means to do 
that very thing, arise. In order to not go too long, I’m just going to cover the first two letters in this 
message. Next week, I hope to complete it.

1) A - Awake (Judges 6:1-16)
• Awaking is the first step toward being a spiritual revolutionary like Gideon.
• The Lord is calling you to awake from your sleep (Eph. 5:14)

• “For this reason it says, ‘Awake, sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on 
you” (Eph. 5:14).

• God’s people have been asleep dreaming, but not actually hearing and seeing Jesus.
• When you are asleep you cannot hear and see what’s happening around you. That’s why 

thieves love to come at night, because you are not aware of what’s happening.
• In Gideon’s story we see that the reason why the people are oppressed. 

• Why were they oppressed?
•  “Then the sons of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the Lord; and the Lord have 

them into the hands of Midian seven years” (Judges 6:1)
• Oppression comes from doing evil in God’s sight.

• I want to highlight that they did “evil in the sight of the Lord.”
• What we see as evil and what God sees as evil can be two totally different things.

• You need to see things through God’s eyes (Isaiah 55:8-9).
• Awakening begins when your eyes see things as God sees them. 

• “Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; who substitute darkness for light and 
light for darkness; who substitute bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!” (Isaiah 5:20).

• Augmented reality
• God sees his church as the apple of his eye. 
• “There are six things which the Lord hates, Yes, seven which are an abomination to 

Him…” (Prov. 6:16-19).
• More than seeing the evil around you and even in you, the Lord wants you to see that he is 

with you.
• Jesus wants you to awaken to his presence and purpose. Paul says, “God willed to make 

known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in 
you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27)
• ‘In you’ - that’s the covert part; that’s the secret to your strength.
• Of course, he is speaking to saved believers here. If you have receive Jesus, he lives 

within you.
• If all we do is see and condemn evil, we will not have awakened. You and I need to see as 

God sees. We see the evil, but also see his presence and how he can change others 
through us.

• Jesus sees Gideon as a ‘valiant warrior’ and also that ‘the Lord is with him.’
• How do you view yourself?

© Copyrighted by Glen Gerhauser, 2016



2) R - Repent (Judges 6:25-32)
• Repentance is also foundational to truly arising. 

• Before Gideon leads in battle for the nation, he first goes on a covert operation. He must 
tear down his father’s idolatrous altars.

• God is not looking for your flurry of activity––that’s not what arising means.
•  It’s possible to hear this message on arise and be energised to run about and do your own 

thing.
• Many people arise and fight for causes that are not the Father’s will. 

• When the Father is calling you to arise, it is to awaken you to hear his voice and turn to 
his way.

• Repentance is about taking off your PJs and putting on your battle armour.
• The unnamed prophet comes in Gideon’s story to shed light on the real problem––

disobedience (Judges 6:7-10).
• Yet, if you don’t receive God’s prophets how are you going to truly see?

• Let’s look at the story of blind Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46-52).
• Even though Bartimaeus is blind, he sees who Jesus is. And further, he realises that only 

Jesus can give him sight.
• I want you to see a physical portrait of what repentance looks like. You see it in Bartimaeus’ 

example.
• “Throwing aside his cloak, he jumped up and came to Jesus”

• To repent is to throw off the beggar’s cloak of the old life.
• It’s to hear Jesus call and to jump up in response.
• It’s not hiding from your nakedness like Adam and Eve, but running to the Saviour.

• “Immediately he regained his sight and began following Him on the road.”
• The purpose of seeing is to follow Jesus.
• Repentance is not repentance unless you are actively and aggressively following Jesus.
• Repentance is always married to faith: “Go your faith has made you well [saved you]”

• In Bartimaeus we see a beautiful picture of what it means to arise. Moreover, Bartimaeus 
arises even though the world sees him as unclean and useless.
• Jesus loves to call the least and rejected, those with little resources, to arise. 

• Gideon puts repentance into practice by tearing down his father’s idols (Judges 6:25-32)
• Here we see he goes into covert action at night.

• Repentance is getting yourself aligned with what God sees and says. It’s an eye opening 
and ear unstopping event. 

• In the beginning of this story, Gideon does not see himself as God sees him (Judges 6:12-16).
• Augmented reality

• This all happened under “the oak that was in Ophrah.” 
• You see yourself as a acorn. God sees the oak.

Conclusion: In order to arise, allow God to wake you up so that you can see how he sees and 
hear his word. As you arise, repent of your old life and throw off your old cloak and put on God’s 
battle armour. 
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