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Texts: “You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known and read by everybody. You 
show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, written not with ink but with the 
Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts” (2 Cor. 3:2-3). 

“But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ and through us 
spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him” (2 Cor. 2:14).

Theme: When God is writing your story every chapter is permeated with triumphant victory and 
every page is filled with the sweet aroma of Christ.

Intro: Who’s writing your story? Is it God or the devil? When you focus on only the bitter things 
in your life, having a victim attitude, you end up letting the devil write your story and shape your 
memories. If the devil was writing Jesus’ story, Jesus’ life would end at crucifixion and his name 
would go down in history as a criminal. But, the devil wasn’t writing Jesus’ story––God was. 
God’s story never ends on bitterness––it’s climax is always resurrection and victory. When God 
is writing your story, you don’t have bad memories, instead you have bitterness that God turned 
sweet. The focus of your story is life and hope, not death and defeat. Don’t let the the devil steal 
any season of your life.

Over the last few weeks we’ve been talking about God reclaiming ‘the city’ of your life. God 
wants to reclaim your gates and rebuild your walls. And he does this through his precious and 
costly anointing, the Holy Spirit. As I was reading Exodus 30 the other week God told me, “Stop! 
Study the spices of the anointing oil, I have a message for you there.” Today, we are continuing 
to meditate on Myrrh, which literally means bitterness, but gave off a sweet smelling fragrance. 
It was so precious that it was as expensive as gold. Likewise, God’s work in you of always 
leading you in triumphant procession is worth more than gold.

1) Prepare for Resurrection Life (John 19:38-42).
• Criminals were often left on a cross and not given a proper burial. Their bodies were not 

honored. The wild birds and animals would feast on them; they died ignobly (Keener, The 
Gospel of John, pp. 1160-1161).
• It would have been the right thing for Jesus’ closest disciples to take the body and bury 

him, but they were no where to be found.
• Don’t let others neglect of you write your story. 

• *But, God did not let the devil write Jesus’ story. Two secret disciples of Jesus, unknown 
up until this point, rose to the occasion.
• Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus asked the Pilate for permission for Jesus’ body.

• This was a bold act of intercession.
• Did you know you are Jesus’ body, even if you feel dead? (cf. Rev. 3:1-2). Also, the 

unsaved have potential of being Jesus’ body, even though now they are dead in 
trespasses and sins (Eph. 2:1-5).

• Joseph and Nicodemus did not let death and defeat be the end of the story.
• They cared for the dead body of Jesus.

• They gave him a burial fit for a king!!! (John 19:39-40)
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• They anointed his body with about one hundred pounds of “a mixture of myrrh and aloes.”
• Do you know how much this would be worth? Remember, myrrh was very costly like gold.
• Mary anointed Jesus with a ‘bottle’ of perfume worth over a year’s wages. That was 

about one pound. This, here, is 50-100 times more valuable (Keener, The Gospel of 
John, pp.862-863; Lemke, Walking with the Master: The Gospel of John)

• Through reading historical background material I calculated that in today’s value it was worth 
anywhere from $1-5 million. Definitely, a burial fit for a King.

• When you are experiencing death within, the Holy Spirit comes along like Joseph and 
Nicodemus and soaks you in the most precious of spices.
• The Holy Spirit’s anointing heals and restores you. It’s beautiful and fragrant. And it 

prepares you for resurrection life. 
• Inward Resurrection: *2 Cor. 4:7-12; 2 Cor. 2:14-16; 2 Cor. 1:3-11; Eph. 1:19-22

2) How can you know resurrection life in your bitterest afflictions? (John 11:1-46)
• Here’s four principles that will usher in Jesus’ resurrection life. They come from Jesus 

raising Lazarus back to life. L.I.F.E. acronym. 
• 1 - Let Jesus In (John 11:3, 34).

• In other words, welcome Jesus!
• Jesus brings hope.
• Jesus let’s us know that sickness and death is not the end of the story.
• He teaches us that through all things God can get the glory if you let him in.
• Let Jesus enter into your pain and wounds, both past and present. 

• Let Jesus in wherever something is broken––family, relationships, emotions. 
• Jesus brings wholeness. 

• Jesus is the resurrection and life!!! (John 11:25-26)
• Jesus waits to come in at the right time (John 11:4-5). 

• Invite him, but then wait.
• Don’t think because he doesn’t come immediately that he doesn’t love you.

• Jesus feels the depths of your pain. He weeps with you (John 11:35).
• 2 - Identify and Remove the Stone (John 11:39).

• There is often a stone blocking Jesus’ words from coming into the depths of your heart.
• What is that stone in your life?
• It can be unforgiveness, bitterness, unbelief, holding on to past memories, resisting 

God, fear, worry, busyness.
• Identify and remove the stone. 

• 3 - Faith. Fearlessly Believe (John 11:41).
• Put your faith in Jesus’ person and power.
• You won’t be able to remove the stone unless you have faith.
• Behind the stone you will expect a stench, but Jesus has his fragrant resurrection 

awaiting you.
• 4 - Embrace Jesus’ Words (John 11:43, 44)

• Jesus’ words brought life to the dead. Reminding us of the power of God’s creative word.
• Listen to Jesus’ cry, his call and his care.
• His cry: “He cried out”
• His call: “Lazarus, come forth!”
• His care: “Unbind him, and let him go” (his instructions)

Conclusion: When you let God write your story, it always ends in triumphant, and the sweet 
fragrant victory of Christ is found on every page. Remember, L.I.F.E!
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