
Metamorphosis!
10 - The Mystery of God: The Gospel of John!
Church on the Park | Sunday, 23 March 2014!!

Text: John 2:1-12!!
Theme: Jesus’ first sign shows us the way to genuine transformation in our own lives!!
Intro: Last week we saw that Jesus unites heaven and earth. He is the fulfilment of 
Jacob’s ladder and the angels of God ascend and descend on him. Jesus is also the 
true house of God (the tabernacle) and our Promised Land. In Jesus, the fullness of 
God’s glory dwells. Today, we will see what happens when God’s glory is welcomed into 
a situation of embarrassing need. God’s glory uplifts, transforms and glorifies whoever 
received him. God’s glory is also all about a wedding, a marriage between God and 
man that will continue throughout eternity. In the new heavens and earth, the wine will 
never run dry.!!
Initial Observations: 1) “On the third day”, What does this foreshadow and remind us 
of? 2) Jesus’ first sign, 3) It’s a wedding, 4) This is an embarrassing situation for the 
master of the banquet and the bridegroom!!
This is the first sign of the manifestation of Jesus’ glory. Consequently, it serves as a 
prototype and example for us. In this passage, we learn how we can see Jesus’ glory 
manifested in our own lives.!!
Jesus wants the best for our lives. And he wants to take what we give him and 
transform it into the highest state. The best is Jesus’ nature and power in our lives––
his image (Rom. 8:29).!!
How can we see God’s glory? In our lives? In our church? !!
1) Invite Jesus...and his disciples (John 2:1-2)!

• This miracle would have never taken place if Jesus was not at this wedding. They 
would have run out of wine and the hosts would have been embarrassed for years 
to come.!

• The word invite is: kaleo, to call!
• Romans 10:12-13, epikaleo, “all those who call on the Lord will be saved.”!
• This wedding celebration was saved because Jesus was there!
• Salvation means Jesus rescuing us from a tight spot. Sin crushes us, but 

salvation frees us.!
• Inviting Jesus is not just what you do the day you accept Jesus into your heart. It 

is an everyday thing.!
• Invite Jesus into everyday of your life, into every new endeavour, make ‘inviting 

him’ an essential part of your life.!
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• Have you invited Jesus into your wedding, marriage or family?!
• Welcome Jesus through worship, praise and prayer. !

• This is what we do every time we start a meeting, we welcome Jesus!!
• You need to invite Jesus before the resources run out, before the need arises!
• ...and his disciples. Jesus is always with his disciples. You really can’t have Jesus 

without his disciples. And today, Jesus is in his disciples, wherever Jesus’ disciples 
are, God is at work––God is present.!

• Welcoming Jesus is the first step to seeing the glory of God, the first wrung in the 
ladder of metamorphosis!!

2) Listen to Jesus (John 2:3-5)!
• This is the second step to seeing Jesus’ glory and experiencing God’s 

metamorphosis––Listening to Jesus!
• Observe Jesus interaction with his mother!
• It would seem like Jesus is being offensive and distancing himself from his 

mother!
• “Mum, you don’t understand! When I do this miracle it’s going to start a chain 

reaction that will end in my horrific death on the cross.”!
• Yet, Mary hangs on. She doesn’t say, “Who do you think you’re talking to...I’m 

your mother!” Instead, she responds humbly, but tenaciously. !
• “Whatever he says to you, do it!”!

• The miracle doesn’t happen until they run out of what is needed.!
• When you are at the end, that’s when Jesus begins!
• And we all need to run out of ourselves, our wealth and reputation. We need to 

come to an end to ourselves so that God can work.!
• We see God’s glory when we listen to everything Jesus says––not just the bits 

we like.!
• The turning point happens in our lives and circumstances when we hand the 

Lordship over to Jesus. Let Jesus direct your affairs.!
• Be like clay in the potter’s hands!
• Study the book of Acts. Miracles take place as people listen. And in Acts Jesus 

gives them specific instructions. Take Saul’s conversion in Acts 9:10-19 as an 
example.!

• This miracle happens completely through Jesus’ word.!
• We often want miracles from Jesus, but we don’t want to obey his instructions. 

Don’t expect miracles if you don’t want to listen!!!
3) Fill your jars (John 2:6-7)!

• Jesus commands them to fill six large stone jars with water.!
• This act is full of symbolic meaning are many different levels. I think a whole 

book could be written on just this one sign!
• Water was the primary sign of the old creation, the world created in six days 

was created by water and through water.!
• Out of the water came the fruit of the third day!

• The stone ceremonial jars also remind us of the Old Covenant. Jesus is 
bringing us a new covenant and a new creation, and the sign of this covenant 
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is the cup of communion wine. It’s wine drawn out of the Old Covenant in 
order to make a New Covenant.!

• Did you know that we are like jars of clay? (2 Cor. 4:7)!
• We need to fill our lives with the pure, clean water of God’s Word and his 

Spirit!
• Both God’s Word and his Spirit are symbolised by water in Scripture!

• They filled the jars to the brim!
• Steve Hill went around the world receiving the impartation of God’s Spirit 

wherever he was moving. He filled himself up with the Word of God also. And 
when he visited Brownsville on Father’s Day of 1995, God turned the water 
into wine and people came from all around the world to drink.!

• I also was thirsty. I spent often 2-3 hours a day in personal prayer filling my 
life to the brim with God’s Word and getting every man of God I could to lay 
hands on me.!

• How thirsty are you? Are you filling your life to the brim with God’s Word and 
Spirit?!

• This is the third step to seeing the Glory.!
• ***Romans 12:1-2***!
• (The number ‘six’ represents our work, the number of man, what we are called 

to do. “Six days you shall work and on the seventh rest.” When we do our work 
we can truly enter into God’s rest––that’s when God begins to work, beyond 
the water that we give to him.)!!

4) Serve as Jesus Leads (John 2:8-11)!
• Transformation happens as we are eager to serve.!
• Jesus is looking for servants!
• Lots of people want to be filled, but not many want to serve!
• If you want to be fill, you also need to be poured out. Remember Paul at the 

end of his life. He says, “I am already being poured out like a drink offering.”!
• The servants knew the source of the miracle, but the master of the banquet 

did not know where the wine had come from (John 2:9)!
• God wants you to be a giver, not just a taker.!
• Each day we should ask, “Jesus, how can I serve you.”!
• This is the last step to seeing the glory of God being revealed: serve! !
• The miracle often happens not before we serve but as we serve. Remember, 

how Jesus multiplied the loaves and fishes. He happened as they served.!
• We are often waiting for the miracle, but God is waiting for us to draw out the 

water and serve it. When Jesus sees obedience the transformation happens.!
• The Son of Man didn’t come to be served, but to serve and give his life as a 

ransom to many (Mark 10:45)!
• Notice that Jesus is not doing a show; he stays invisible, behind the scenes.!
• Wine reminds us of Christ’s sacrifice––his blood and his new covenant. 

This is what we need to serve people, this is what they really need. They 
need to be brought into union and communion with Jesus.!
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• Jesus’ first miracle is a sign of his whole ministry. Jesus’ ministry was all 
about bringing people into a marriage relationship with God, which is only 
possible through the fruit (the wine) of Jesus’ life and sacrifice.!!

Conclusion: Today, let’s drink in the wine of the New Covenant, the wine of Jesus 
sacrifice on the cross. Let’s also allow Jesus to glorify our own ordinary lives into 
something extraordinary for his glory. Jesus’ purpose is all about transformation, 
resurrection and glorification.!!!
END NOTES!!
Jesus takes the ordinary, like water, and changes it into the extraordinary, like wine. 
While water is costly, wine is much more valuable.!!
IVP Background Commentary, Craig Keener!!
2:1 “Third day” here does not refer to the third day of the week, because virgins were 
married on the fourth day (Wednesday) and widows on the fifth; nor does it seem to fit 
the count of days in 1:29, 35, 43. But ancient writers often bracketed off segments of 
their work by starting and ending on the same note (a practice called inclusio); thus 
John may use this designation to point toward 2:19 and link this story (2:1–11) 
with the prediction of Jesus’ death and resurrection (see on 2:4).!!
“Cana” may be Kefar Kanna (over three miles from Nazareth), but most scholars prefer 
Khirbet Kana (over eight miles from Nazareth). Either site would be close enough to 
Nazareth to explain how the host knows Jesus’ family.!!
2:2. Weddings lasted seven days, and hosts invited as many people as possible, 
especially distinguished guests like prominent teachers.!!
2:3. To run out of wine at a wedding was a social faux pas that would become the 
subject of jests for years; the host was responsible to provide his guests with 
adequate wine for seven days.!!
The women’s quarters were near the place where the wine was stored; thus Mary 
learns of the shortage of wine before word reaches Jesus and the other men. Her words 
probably suggest that he should do something; guests were to help defray the expense 
of the wedding with their gifts, and it seems that their friend needs some extra gifts now.!!
2:4. “Woman” was a respectful address (like “Ma’am”) but hardly customary for 
one’s mother. Jesus’ statement here establishes polite distance (though “What 
have I to do with you” is usually a harsh, not a polite, expression in biblical 
language). Because Jesus’ “hour” in John refers especially to the cross, here 
Jesus is saying, “Once I begin doing miracles, I begin the road to the cross.”!!
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2:5. Like many Old Testament seekers of God who would not take no for an answer 
(Gen 32:26–30; Ex 33:12–34:9; 1 Kings 18:36–37; 2 Kings 2:2, 4, 6, 9; 4:14–28), Mary 
acts in confidence that Jesus will hear her entreaty. Ancient Jewish readers, who told 
stories of miracle workers who insisted that God would send rain, would read Mary’s 
action as demonstrating strong faith.!!
2:6. The description of the stone jars indicates that they contained enough water 
to fill a Jewish immersion pool used for ceremonial purification. Although 
Pharisees forbade storing such water in jars, some Jews were less strict; thus these 
large jars were being reserved for ritual purposes. Stone jars were common because 
they were less likely to contract ritual uncleanness than those made of other 
substances.!!
2:7. Using the jars for another purpose would temporarily defile them; Jesus shows 
more concern for his friend’s wedding than for contemporary ritual.!!
2:8. “Master of the banquet” was a position of honor (Ecclus 32:1–2); one of his 
primary duties was to regulate the distribution of wine to prevent excess that 
would (especially in a Jewish context) ruin the party. At least in Greek banquets, 
guests elected this person to preside over the entertainment and to control the level of 
dilution for the wine; thus some observers might have held him partly responsible for the 
host’s running out of wine prematurely.!!
2:9–10. Soon after the grape vintage, all wine would contain some alcohol (neither 
refrigeration nor hermetic sealing existed). But the alcohol level of the wine was 
not increased artificially (distillation was not in use); rather, the wine was watered 
down, with two to three parts water to one part wine. Sometimes at Greek parties 
drunkenness was induced through less dilution or the addition of herbal toxins, 
but Jewish teachers disapproved of such practices; that drunkenness is part of 
the celebration at Cana is unlikely. Yet one would normally serve the better wine 
first because, drunk or not, guests’ senses would become more dulled as the 
seven days of banqueting proceeded.!!
2:11. God had often manifested his glory by doing signs (Ex 16:7; for glory, cf. comment 
on Jn 1:14). Moses’ first sign was turning water into blood (Ex 7:20; cf. Rev 8:8); 
Jesus’ first sign is turning water into wine.!!!
σημεῖον sēmeíon; gen. sēmeíou, neut. noun. Sign, mark, token, miracle with a 
spiritual end and purpose. In the pl., miracles which lead to something out of and 
beyond themselves; finger–marks of God, valuable not so much for what they are as 
for what they indicate of the grace and power of the Doer (Mark 16:20).!!
(I) Particularly a sign by which something is designated, distinguished, known (Matt. 

26:48; Rom. 4:11, circumcision as a sign [cf. Gen. 9:12, 13; 17:11]). Specifically a 
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sign by which the character and truth of any person or thing is known, a token, proof 
(Luke 2:12; 2 Cor. 12:12; 2 Thess. 3:17; Sept.: 1 Sam. 14:10; 2 Kgs. 19:29; 20:8).!!

(II) A sign by which the divine power in majesty is made known, a supernatural event or 
act, a token, wonder, or miracle by which the power and presence of God is 
manifested, either directly or through the agency of those whom He sends (Sept.: 
Ex. 4:8, 17, 28, 30).!!

(A) As wrought of God (1 Cor. 14:22), a token to the unbelieving of God’s presence and 
power (cf. v. 25); or perhaps a sign of divine displeasure (cf. v. 21). “The sign of the 
prophet Jonah” means the miracle which God wrought in the case of Jonah 
concerning the great fish that swallowed him and the three days therein that 
followed (Matt. 12:39 [cf. v. 40]; Matt. 16:4; Luke 11:29). Metonymically of persons 
sent from God, whose character and acts are a manifestation of the divine power 
(Luke 11:30). In Luke 2:34 for a sign which shall be spoken against. Of signs, 
wonders, miracles which God did through someone, joined with térata (5059), things 
out of the ordinary, wonders (Acts 2:22, 43; 4:30; 5:12; 14:3; 15:12). Specifically as 
revealing future events, a sign of future things, a portent, presage (Matt. 16:3), the 
miraculous events and deeds which reveal the coming of the Messiah in His 
kingdom (Matt. 24:3, 30; Mark 13:4; Luke 21:7, 11, 25; Acts 2:19; Rev. 12:1, 3; 15:1; 
Sept.: Deut. 13:1, 2).!!

(B) Of signs, wonders, miracles wrought by Jesus and His Apostles and the prophets in 
proof and furtherance of their divine mission (Matt. 12:38, 39; 16:1, 4; Mark 8:11, 12; 
16:17, 20; Luke 11:16, 29; 23:8; Acts 4:16, 22; 8:6; 1 Cor. 1:22). In John the word is 
used only in this sense (John 2:11, 18, 23; 3:2; 4:54; 6:2, 14, 26, 30; 7:31; 9:16; 
10:41; 11:47; 12:18, 37; 20:30). Joined with térata, wonders, and dunámeis (1411), 
mighty works (John 4:48; Acts 6:8; 7:36; 8:13; 14:3; Rom. 15:19; 2 Cor. 12:12; Heb. 
2:4).!!

(C) Spoken analogically of signs, wonders, wrought by false prophets claiming to act by 
divine authority (Rev. 13:13, 14; 16:14; 19:20); with térata (Matt. 24:24; Mark 13:22; 
2 Thess. 2:9).!!

Deriv.: sēmeióō (4593), to denote, signify.!
Syn.: megaleía (3167), great work; thaúma (2295), wonder; thaumásios (2297), a 
miracle, wonderful things (pl.); dúnamis (1411), mighty work, miracle; téras (5059), 
wonder.  !1!
καλέω kaléō; contracted kalṓ, fut. kalésō, aor. ekálesa, perf. kéklēka, aor. pass. 
eklḗthēn. To call, trans.!
(I) To call to someone in order that he may come or go somewhere.!
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(A) Particularly with a voice as a shepherd calls his flock (Matt. 4:21; 20:8; Mark 1:20, 
“he called them” means He called them to follow as His disciples; Luke 19:13, “calling 
them together” [a.t.]; John 10:3).!
(B) Generally to call in some way, send for, direct to come (Matt. 2:7); followed by ek 
(1537), out of with a gen. of place (Matt. 2:15); with ek implied (Heb. 11:18 [cf. Hos. 11:1 
in its comp. form: metakaléō {3333}, to call elsewhere]).!
(C) To call authoritatively, to call forth, summon, e.g., before a judge (Acts 4:18; 24:2). 
Figuratively, of God calling forth and disposing of things that are not, even as though 
they were, i.e., calling them into existence (Rom. 4:17; Sept.: Is. 41:4; 48:13).!
(D) In the sense of to invite, particularly to a banquet as the wedding feast (Matt. 22:3, 
9; John 2:2). Used in an absolute sense in Matt. 22:8; Luke 7:39; 14:8, 17; 1 Cor. 10:27. 
Metaphorically, to call or invite to anything, e.g., of Jesus, to call to repentance, exhort 
(Matt. 9:13; implied in Mark 2:17); of God (1 Cor. 1:9; 2 Thess. 2:14; 1 Tim. 6:12; 1 Pet. 
2:9; 5:10; Rev. 19:9). To call into the kingdom of God means to the duties, privileges, 
and bliss of the Christian life here and hereafter (1 Thess. 2:12; by implication Rom. 
9:24; 1 Cor. 7:15, 17ff; Gal. 5:8, 13; 2 Tim. 1:9; Heb. 9:15; 1 Pet. 2:21).!
(E) In the sense of to call to any station, i.e., to appoint, choose (Gal. 1:15 [cf. Sept.: Is. 
49:1; 51:2]; Heb. 5:4).!
(II) To call, i.e., to name, to give a name to any person or thing.!
(A) Particularly as spoken of: (1) A proper name or surname, e.g., of persons, followed 
by tó ónoma (3686), the name in apposition (Matt. 1:21, “thou shalt call his name 
JESUS”; also Matt. 1:23, 25; Luke 1:13; 2:21; Rev. 19:13; Sept.: Gen. 27:1, 42; 29:35; 
35:8, 10, 18; 38:3–5, 29, 30). In the pass. construction (Luke 1:60, 62; Acts 1:23; Rev. 
12:9). With epí tṓ onómati (epí [1909], upon; tṓ onómati [3686], the name), upon the 
name, meaning after the name of someone (Luke 1:59). Pass. with the dat. onómati, by 
name (Luke 1:61; 19:2). With en (1722), in (Rom. 9:7; Heb. 11:18, “in and through Isaac 
[in his line] shall thy seed bear name” [a.t.], quoted from Gen. 21:12). Of places in Matt. 
27:8; Luke 2:4; Acts 3:11; 28:1; Rev. 1:9; Sept.: Gen. 31:48. (2) An epithet or a 
descriptive adj. or appellation, e.g., of persons (Matt. 2:23, “He shall be called a 
Nazarene”; 22:43; 23:7, 8, 10; Luke 6:15; 15:19, 21; Acts 14:12; Rom. 9:26; James 
2:23; 1 John 3:1); of things (Acts 10:1).!
(B) Pass., in the sense of to be regarded, accounted, i.e., to be (Matt. 5:9, 19; 21:13; 
Mark 11:17 quoted from Is. 56:7; Luke 1:32, 35, 36, 76; 2:23; 15:19; 1 Cor. 15:9; Heb. 
3:13; Sept.: Is. 35:8; 47:1, 5; 48:8; 56:7).!
(III) Generally speaking, the word and its cognates involve: (1) Invitation (Matt. 9:13; 
22:3; 1 Cor. 10:27; Rev. 19:9, all using kaléō; and, in Acts 2:39, proskaléō [4341]). (2) 
Designation, with kaléō (Matt. 1:21; 5:9; Acts 14:12; Heb. 2:11; 11:18) and epikaléō 
(1941), to invoke, appeal (Matt. 10:25; Luke 22:3; Acts 1:23; Heb. 11:16). (3) Invocation, 
with epikaléomai (Acts 2:21; 7:59; 1 Cor. 1:2; 2 Cor. 1:23; 1 Pet. 1:17). (4) Summons, 
with metakaléō (3333) (Acts 7:14; 10:32).!
(IV) In the OT a call of God to His servants and His people is part of His gracious 
dealing with mankind. It was in response to a divine call that Abraham (Gen. 12:1–3), 
Moses (Ex. 3:10), Bezaleel (Ex. 31:2), Isaiah (Is. 6:8, 9), Jeremiah (Jer. 1:4, 5), Ezekiel 
(Ezek. 2:3), and other eminent servants of God fulfilled the tasks committed to them. 
The word refers to Israel when thus called “the people of God,” but complaint is made 
again and again by the prophets that they refused to hearken, stopping their ears so 
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that they should not hear (Is. 6:9; Zech. 7:11–13). The prophets, moreover, had visions 
of the day when the Gentiles would be called into the covenant and service of Jehovah 
(Is. 55:4, 5). Of this OT meaning, examples found in the NT are the Spirit’s call of 
Barnabas and Saul (Acts 13:2) and the call of the High Priest of the old dispensation 
(Heb. 5:4) where a divine call to special services is accepted.!
In the epistles, particularly Paul’s, there is found a more definite meaning of the word 
kaléō as the call of God to the blessings of salvation. It is here intimately associated 
with the eternal purpose of God in human redemption. This is in advance of what we 
find in the gospels, “the called [hoi klētoí {2822}]” distinguished from “the chosen [hoi 
eklektoí, from eklégomai {1586}, to choose; see also eklektós {1588}, chosen, elect].” 
The klētoí are those invited to the gospel feast and the eklektoí are the more select 
company who had heard and accepted (Matt. 22:14). In the epistles, “the called” are 
frequently syn. with “the chosen” (Rom. 8:28; 9:24; 2 Thess. 2:13, 14; 1 Pet. 2:9, where 
génos [1085], nation or offspring, eklektón are those who are “called . . . out of darkness 
into his marvelous light”). Thus the choosing is included in the calling. See also klḗsis 
(2821), calling, which includes eklogḗ (1589), choice, election. With Paul and also Peter, 
the calling is more than an invitation. It is an invitation responded to and accepted. In 
the epistles, klētós (sing.) or klētoí (pl.) refer to those who had an effectual call (Rom. 
1:1, 6, 7; 8:28; 1 Cor. 1:2, 24) and also to the appointed ones (Rom. 1:1; 1 Cor. 1:1).!
Deriv.: antikaléō (479), to invite in return; egkaléō (1458), to accuse; eiskaléō (1528), to 
call in; epikaléomai (1941), to call upon, to appeal; klḗsis (2821), calling; klētós (2822), 
called; metakaléō (3333), to recall; parakaléō (3870), to call near, to comfort; prokaléō 
(4292), to provoke; proskaléō (4341), to invite; sugkaléō (4779), to call together.!
Syn.: keleúō (2753), to bid, command; prostássō (4367), to command; phōnéō (5455), 
to call with a loud voice; krázō (2896), to shout or call aloud; onomázō (3687), to name, 
call, command; eponomázō (2028), to surname; légō (3004), to call; prosagoreúō 
(4316), to address, call; prosphōnéō (4377), to call unto.!
Ant.: pémpō (3992), to send; stéllō (4724), to avoid, withdraw self.  !2
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