
Our God is an Awesome God
09 - The Mystery of God: The Gospel of John 

Church on the Park | Sunday, 16 March 2014

In Honor of Steve Hill, the Evangelist at the Brownsville Revival
(17 January 1954 - 9 March 2014)

Text: John 1:43-51

Theme: Jesus is awesome!

Intro: Just before Jesus turns the water to wine he tells Nathanael he will see greater 
things than Jesus supernaturally knowing who Nathanael is and what he is doing. Jesus 
then tells Nathanael that he will see heaven open and the angels of God ascending and 
descending on the Son of Man. Do you know what passage in the Old Testament Jesus 
is referring to? Only through knowing this passage will we understand what Jesus is 
telling us about himself. It’s Genesis 28:10-22

About the Pensacola Revival: Brownsville was a little like Nazareth––it was a dump of 
a place. You could definitely say, “Brownsville! Can anything good come from there?” It 
was Steve Hill that was used by God as a catalyst to the revival. That revival reminds 
me of our passage today of the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of 
Man and in his church.

1) Jesus sees us (John 1:47-48)
• God sees where we are at and knows what is in our hearts
• Heb. 4:12-13
• Gen. 16:13 - Hagar running from Sarah
• Psalms 33:13-15 - God sees all mankind, he knows everything 
• God has a special, unique care for those who fear him (Ps. 33:18-19)
• Jesus knew Nathanael’s heart.
• Here there is a clear word play between Nathanael the Israelite and Jacob, who 

was at first known for his deception.
• How did God begin to change Jacob?

• Jacob wrestled with God (Gen. 32:22-32)
• Are you like Jacob, willing to wrestle with God until God blesses you?

• Can you say, “I won’t let you go till you set me free from anger, lust, gluttony, 
cigarettes, pornography, laziness, drunkenness, drugs...”

2) You will see greater things (John 1:50)
• When you get saved you see some great things. But salvation is just the beginning 

of a journey of seeing greater and greater things.
• Those who will see are the pure in heart (Matt. 5:8) like Nathanael. 
• Steve Hill saw greater things.
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• His testimony - that was just the beginning
• Over his life he led about 1 million people to Jesus.
• God can use you. You may not lead 1 million people to Jesus personally, but 

you may lead the next Steve Hill to the Lord.
• In Brownsville we saw greater things––thousands of testimonies of God 

breaking in, saving souls and changing lives.

3) Jesus is the “greater thing” we need to see (John 1:51)
• To understand this passage we need to go back to Genesis 28:10-22. This is the 

passage Jesus is referring to.
• Here Jacob is being revealed the holiness of the Promised Land. Jacob sees an 

open heaven over the land, he sees angels ascending and descending on it 
through a ladder. He’s in a spot where heaven is touching earth. A place where the 
Kingdom of God is making its home. 

• God tells him that what he began to do with his ancestors (Abraham and Isaac) he 
will continue to do. God would give him and his descendants this land. God would 
also multiply his descendants (making him exceedingly fruitful). Moreover, they 
would not keep the blessing to themselves, but spread it abroad. God affirms to 
Jacob, despite all of his faults, that he is with him and would accomplish his word 
through him. 

• How did Jacob respond? “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I was not aware of 
it...How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, this is 
the gate of heaven.”

• So, what is Jesus saying to Nathanael? You’re going to be blown away when 
you discover who I am. The whole Gospel of John is about this one subject: who 
Jesus is! That’s why John gives us the seven “I Am” statements of Jesus. God’s 
whole purpose through John’s Gospel is to reveal the mystery of who Christ is––to 
show us all the contours, colors and facets of who Jesus is. 

• Jesus is saying that he is the fulfillment of the Promised Land. Jesus is our 
Promised Land, a land flowing with milk and honey. We are to explore this 
Promised Land, to get to know him. 

• Think about the Promised Land. “Mountains and plains, fertile land, and deserts 
are often minutes apart.” It’s filled with hills, mountains, valleys, streams, fertile 
land, rocks and cliffs. There’s no other place like it in the world and that’s is why it’s 
fiercely fought over. 

• God wants us to explore and dwell in our Promised Land, that is Christ. He wants 
us to enjoy his fruit of his Spirit, and the milk and honey of his Word. He wants us 
to climb the heights of his character and descend into the depths of his humility. He 
wants us to swim in his rivers and drink from his streams. The Father wants us to 
lie down in the green pastures of Christ and find rest and restoration for our soul. 
As David said, “Taste and see that the Lord is good” (*Psalm 34). God wants us to 
experience him through Christ.

• Planted in the house of God. 
• Ephesians 1:3. Every promise that God has given to us in his Word is fulfilled in 

Jesus. Many Christians are looking outside of Jesus for goodness and blessing, 
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but it’s all found in him. When you discover who he really is, you don’t want to go 
anywhere else. 

• Who is Jesus?
• He is our bread, our food, our strength, our sustenance (John 6:48). He 

satisfies all of our hunger.
• He is our light, revealing to us the Father, guiding us into all truth, transforming 

our darkness, giving us wisdom beyond our years. (John 8:12)
• He is our door, our gate. He is our gateway into heaven. Not just heaven when 

we die, but heaven here on earth. Through him we enter into the glory of God’s 
house. Through him we enter into safe and green pastures. He opens the way 
for us, but also just like a door, protects us from intruders. (John 10:9)

• He is our good shepherd. He leads us, guides us, restores us, feeds us, anoints 
us, protects us. He wards off every one of our enemies. He gives us real, 
authentic life. (John 10:11)

• He is our resurrection and life. When we are in the valley of death, it is him who 
revives us. In our life we can experience continual resurrection and revival 
through him. He breathes on us fresh life. When we die, we know that that is 
not the end of the story. He will raise us up again, our bodies will be 
resurrected. (John 11:25)

• He is our way, our truth and our life. We need no other salvation. He is the path 
we travel on, he is the ultimate truth, he makes life worth living. Through him we 
have complete access to the heavenly Father, into the holy of holies. (John 
14:6)

• He is the true vine. He keeps us full of life. When we are really connected with 
him we bear much fruit. He is the source of all our creative inspiration. 

• Why do we look outside of Christ for our hope and answers? In him is all things, all 
things that are good and beneficial for the soul.

• He is God’s house, God’s temple. In him the fullness of God dwells in bodily form. 
When we are in him, we become God’s house too. Through him the angels of God 
ascend and descend on us. 

• We need to bring people into Jesus so that they have a Jacob-like encounter with 
heaven and God’s Word. 

• Every Sunday we meet here this place is transformed into the house of God. How? 
Through Jesus. If we really realized the power that is present among us we would 
pray more fervently, believe more radically and gather people more 
enthusiastically. 

• Like Jacob we would respond in giving Christ a tenth, which in ancient times meant 
declaring that someone was your king and lord. In response to Jacob’s encounter 
with God, he gives God the Lordship of his life. 

• It’s in Jesus that we experience the Father’s glorious presence. Wherever Jesus is 
lifted up and honored, there God’s glory is. 

• Jesus is our house––our shelter and refuge. He is the tabernacle of God. Just like 
God instructed Moses to make a tabernacle in the wilderness, God wants us to live 
in Jesus during our wilderness experience on earth. Jesus makes our wilderness 
into heaven on earth. He transforms our fruitless and dry life into something 
awesome.
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• In him every promise is “yes and amen.” *2 Cor. 1:18-22
• Jesus is the good news!
• The angels ascend with our prayers and descend with God’s word and answers. 

The angels of God are assisting us if we are in Christ. 

Conclusion: In Jesus, your life becomes God’s house, a place of angelic activity and 
God’s glory. It becomes a place for people to encounter heaven and God.

END NOTES

Why are you not seeing all the promises of God in your life? First, you have to fight for 
them; you need to strive to enter into God’s rest. By this I mean, you need to fight 
against anything and everything that would try to separate you from the love of God 
that’s in Jesus. In other words, fight against everything that would cause you to neglect 
Jesus and not dwell in him. 

The Prodigal son and the father. Live in the Father’s house. 
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