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Text: 1 Peter 2:13-17

Intro: In this passage, Peter gets into the nitty-gritty of what it means to live a good and 
beautiful life as a foreigner in this world. He does this by painting a picture of what the 
everyday Christian life looks like. 

The saved life means living everyday as God’s slave. When we think of slaves we often 
associate them with bondage and oppression––being abused and taken advantage of. 
Peter teaches us a new perspective, something unknown to most people: a free slave. In 
other words, God’s slave.

First a story: the man with his own driver’s license

1) The first call in this passage is to submit
• Submit to what?

• “every human institution/creation.” The word ‘every’ leaves no room for rebellion.
• But always within reason
• Federal government, State government, Council, Police, Employers, Landlords. In 

other words, wherever there is authority.
• The word ‘submit’ goes against our rebellious nature. We can think of every reason 

not to submit.
• Eva thinks she’s the boss, so I tell her, “You’re not the boss.” She replies, “Yes, I 

am the boss.”
• hupotasso - “obey, be obedient...in non-military usage it means a voluntary 

attitude of giving in, cooperating, assuming responsibility, and carry a 
burden” (Enhanced Strong’s) 

• Where did Peter learn this from? His Lord and Master Jesus Christ
• Jesus and the temple tax (Matt. 17:24-27)
• “Give to Cesar, what is Cesar’s...” (Matt. 22:15-22)

• Why submit? Peter never just tells us to do something; he always explains the 
reasoning behind it. Our obedience is not blind, but well-informed.

• 1 - It is God’s will
• A lot of people are trying to discover God’s will. Well, here it is!

• 2 - It is for the Lord’s sake
• It’s not for our sake or even their sake––it’s for the Lord’s sake. God has a 

purpose in it beyond our own understanding or feelings.
• 3 - By doing good we silence the anti-Christian spirit (Esther 2:19-23; 5:9-14; 

6:1-13)
• You’re saying, “we’re rebels, we’re liars, we’re some weird cult, we’re religious 

fanatics.” 
• We’re not attacking back with words, but with actions. Our lives silence our 

accusers, not our words.

2) We are to live free, but not use our freedom as a cover up for evil. We are to live 
as God’s slaves/servants.
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• Today, Christians are using the message of grace and freedom to live however they 
want to live.

• Any message of freedom that makes you more comfortable with sin not Jesus’ 
message of freedom.

• Jesus frees us from sin so that we can become his servants.
• *John 8:31-47

• There is no competition between being a son or a slave. 
• The paradox: We are liberated slaves. We are free servants.
• The passage of the bondservant (Deu. 15:12-18)

• Notice the ear. Submission and the ear go together. We see this in John 8:47 and 
also Matt. 7:21-27

• What about John 15:15? Cross reference: John 15:20, 18:36, Rev. 1 (also, see 
endnotes)

• (We don’t submit because we are under the bondage of having to. Neither because 
we are inferior and fear the punishment of not submitting. People in the world submit 
out of fear or not wanting to get caught. We submit for a higher reason than why the 
rest of the world submits.)

3) Peter teaches us the values of God’s Kingdom: Respect for all, love of God’s 
family, reverence for God, honoring authority.
• These are values God works into our hearts when we are saved.
• Respect for all. It doesn’t matter who they are, no matter how strange or oppressive.

• I think we can separate our respect for a person and our respect for what 
they do.

• Love God’s family. No matter how messed up or broken
• Fear God. That comes first before honoring authority
• Honoring authority
• In these things Peter sums up this section of his thought.

Conclusion: Our salvation has freed us, but it is not a freedom to sin but to live as 
servants of God. As God’s servants we submit to authority because it is God’s will and a 
testimony to the world. We will win people through our actions.

END NOTES

15. Henceforth I call you not servants—that is, in the sense explained in the next words; for servants He 
still calls them (Jn 15:20), and they delight to call themselves so, in the sense of being “under law to 
Christ” (1Co 9:20).

the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth—knows nothing of his master’s plans and reasons, but 
simply receives and executes his orders.

but … friends, for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you—admitted 
you to free, unrestrained fellowship, keeping back nothing from you which I have received to communicate. 
(Compare Ge 18:17; Ps 25:14; Is 50:4).1

Ver. 15.—No longer do I call you servants, bond-slaves. True, he bad in this very discourse spoken of 
them as his δοῦλοι (ch. 13:13, 16). Again and again in his parabolic teaching he had spoken of his disciples 
as servants of a Lord (Matt. 13:27; 22:4; Luke 12:37; and ch. 12:26, where another word is used). And 
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moreover, later on in this very chapter (ver. 20), the word and thought return, so that this relation to him, 
gloried in by St. Paul (Phil. 1:1; 1 Cor. 7:22), St. James (1:1), Jude (1), and even St. John (Rev. 1:1), could 
be sustained in its integrity, even after it had been transfigured, and penetrated through and through with the 
light of love. Because the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth. The slave is an instrument, doing by 
commandment, not from intimate knowledge, his Lord’s behests. But you I have called (εἴρηκα)—on 
previous occasions (see Luke 12:4; and cf. ch. 11:11, “Our friend Lazarus”)—friends, for whom it is joy to 
die, and I have effected the transfiguration of your service into love. I have raised you by the intimacy of the 
relations into which I have drawn you from the position of slave to that of friend. You may be, you must be, 
my servants still; I am your Master and Lord; but you will be servants from a higher motive and a more 
enduring link and bond of union. For all things which I heard of my Father. Notice the source of the 
Saviour’s teaching. He was sent from God, trained and taught, as a man; he chose thus, humanly, to learn 
step by step, thing by thing, what to reveal of his own nature, of his purpose and plan in redeeming men, 
concerning the essence of the Father himself, and the entire significance of his self-manifestation. That 
which I heard I made known unto you. This is only in apparent contradiction with ch. 16:12, where he 
implies that there will be more for them to learn in the future, when the mystery of his death, resurrection, 
and ascension shall have been accomplished. The limitation of the πάντα ἃ ἤκουσα does not consist in 
doctrines as opposed to practical duties, nor in the plan of salvation for individuals as antithetic to principles 
of his kingdom, nor in principles as distinguished from what may ultimately be found in them, but in the 
capacities and circumstances of the disciples themselves (ch. 16:12 is a corollary of this solemn assurance). 
The reason of the present assertion is the proof that it thus supplies of their dearness to him. “Ye are my 
friends.” He had told them all that they could bear. He had lifted veil high enough for their truest joy and 
noblest discipline. He had bared his heart to them. He had kept back nothing that was profitable. He had 
proved his own friendship, and thus given a conclusive reason for his complete self-devotion on their 
account.2
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