
You Gotta Be Kiddin’
08 - The Mystery of God: John

Church on the Park | Sunday, 09 March 2014

Text: John 1:43-51

Theme: God is able to make something glorious come out of the most dismal places.

Intro: In New York we have a saying, “You gotta be kiddin’!” If someone gambles all 
their money away, we would say, “You gotta be kiddin!” If someone unexpectedly came 
down with a fatal illness, we would say, “You gotta be kiddin!” If you won some major 
competition, we would say, “You gotta be kiddin!” In this passage, we see Nathanael 
saying something like, “You gotta be kiddin. Something good coming out of Nazareth. 
That’s a dump of a place. Nothing significant comes out of there!” Today, I want to focus 
in on John 1:46 and look at how God can make something good come out of some of 
the worst situations and places.

1) God stacks the odds against us so that he gets the glory (Judges 7:1-7)
• We find God doing this throughout history. Look at the story of Gideon.
• Judges 6:11-16, 7:1-7
• Jesus didn’t have any special privileges growing up. Actually, the odds were 

stack against him for being someone great.
• He was conceived in what looked like a scandal. His parents were poor. He was 

born in a manger. His parents had to quickly whisk him off to Egypt because 
Herod was killing all the babies. Afterwards, they went back to Israel and settled in 
their hometown of Nazareth––a small, obscure country town with a bad 
reputation. It was quite a distance from Jerusalem (over one hundred kilometers 
away) and it was known for being backwards.

• Notice Nathanael’s reaction: John 1:46
• Clearly, Jesus grew up in tough circumstances
• We know from what Jesus tells us about Nathanael that Nathanael was not being 

over the top––he’s wasn’t exaggerating. 
• Nazareth was an obscure and rejected place. In every city and country there 

are these places, places that most people would rather not live or grow up. 
• Our church back in New York is smack in the middle of one of those places, 

surrounded by poverty and drug houses. My pastor, Dennis Hodulick, 
converted a club, called the Blackberry Jam, into a church in the heart of the 
darkness. Can anything good come out of Bayshore or Brentwood, New 
York?

2) Our Father is able to make something glorious come out of something dismal 
(John 1:46)

• In our lives we may have to live in places and circumstances that are not good. 
• Why? Because he wants us to be a light in the darkness. 
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• Our life is not about us; it’s about God’s plan. At times we will be placed in some 
really difficult and dark circumstances. We will be tempted to say with Nathanael, 
“Can anything good come out of this?” 

• Reading the Gospels, we know that Nazareth was hostile to God because they 
wanted to throw Jesus off a cliff (*Luke 4:16-30). That’s a nice place to grow up! 
A neighborhood where your friends, family and hometown want to kill you. And 
they definitely knew Jesus; it was a very small town. This is the tall poppy 
syndrome at best!

• Can anything good come out of cancer? Can anything good come out of a stroke? 
Can anything good come out of a heart attack? Can anything good come out of 
losing a job? Can anything good come out of rejection? 

• Romans 8:28

3) A believer in Jesus is able to transform a hellhole into heaven on earth. (Psa. 
84:6)
• Psalm 84:1-12, especially verse 6. Why? Because God is with you. 

• Your surroundings may not be likable, but you are a dwelling place for God.
• Look at Joseph. Sold into slavery by his brothers. Then cast into prison and 

forgotten. But God was with him. Why? Because he was with God. He was putting 
into practice abiding in the vine even before Jesus taught it.

• Look at Samuel. (1 Samuel 2:12-26)
• Jesus taught us to pray, “Your Kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven.” That’s a transformational prayer!
• Look at Joshua. Joshua 6. 

• The odds were stacked against Joshua––this was an impenetrable city.
• The ark and you. You now carry the Glory and the Word of God. The presence 

of God in you and the Word dwelling in your heart causes the strongholds of 
the enemy to weaken and collapse. You job is to be persistent. Keep 
surrounding the stronghold with God’s Word and covenant promises.

• Lastly, let’s look at the cross. (Psalm 22)
• Darkness --> Desperate Prayer --> Dance of Praise
• Through the cross God took the worst experience and turned it into a 

fountain of life. Jesus took the valley of Baca and made it into a place of 
springs.

• God is able to make a shoot (branch) come up out of a stump (Isa. 11)
• In Long Island, New York, we have lots of massive oak trees. Because they 

are big and old, they can be dangerous. So people often cut them down, and 
while there are still many majestic trees, there are also many stumps. 

• Stumps are lifeless. Occasionally, a seed drops into a stump and a shoot 
springs up. This is the picture of Isaiah 11.

• Jesse’s line had been cut down. We don’t see the glory of David’s line for 
much of the Old Testament. And as the NT begins, there seems to be no hope 
from David’s line, his family tree. 

• And then Jesus is born. He is the shoot coming out of Jesse’s stump! 
• Did you know that the etymology of Nazareth is most likely ‘a branch or 

shoot’?
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• Your heavenly Father is able to take a promise that has been chopped down and 
revive it for his glory. Rejoice!

Conclusion: Because through Christ you carry God’s presence, you are able to turn 
your environment or situation into a place where good grows out of it. Take this 
opportunity to begin praising God wherever you are at and watch God touch earth with 
heaven.

END NOTES

Ναζαρέτ Nazarét; masc. proper noun, transliterated from the Hebr. Nazareth, a city of 
Galilee famous as the home of the Lord Jesus during His childhood and even until He 
began His public ministry. It was about fourteen miles from the Sea of Galilee, six miles 
west of Mount Tabor and sixty–six miles due north of Jerusalem. Nazareth is mentioned 
twenty–nine times in the NT, but it is not mentioned in the OT nor by any Class. Gr. 
author or writer before the time of Christ. For some unknown reason, it was held in 
disrepute among the Jews of Judea (John 1:46). It was situated on a mountain (Luke 
4:29) within the province of Galilee (Mark 1:9) and near Cana (John 2:1, 2, 11). There 
was a precipice near the town from which the people proposed to cast Jesus (Luke 
4:29). The angel appeared to Mary at Nazareth, which was also the home of Joseph 
(Luke 1:26; 2:39). Joseph and Mary returned to Nazareth after their flight into Egypt 
(Matt. 2:23). Jesus preached in its synagogue, but was rejected by the people. He was 
known as “Jesus of Nazareth” (see Acts 2:22; 3:6; 4:10; 6:14) and His disciples were 
called Nazarenes. When the Turks conquered Palestine in a.d. 1517, the Christians 
were driven from the town. In a.d. 1620 the Franciscan monks gained a foothold there 
and began to rebuild the village. At the Battle of Mount Tabor in a.d. 1799, Napoleon 
and his army encamped near Nazareth.
 1

3480. Ναζωραῖος Nazōraíos; gen. Nazōraíou, masc. proper noun. A Nazarene, an 
inhabitant of Nazareth. Spoken of Jesus (Matt. 26:71; Mark 10:47; Luke 18:37; 24:19; 
John 18:5, 7; Acts 3:6; 4:10; 6:14); in the inscription on the cross (John 19:19); by Peter 
(Acts 2:22); by Paul (Acts 26:9); by our Lord Himself (Acts 22:8). In Matt. 2:23, we find 
the expression “He shall be called a Nazarene,” i.e., according to the meaning of the 
Hebr. word netser (5342), “he shall be called a shoot” or branch. This is in allusion to 
such passages as Is. 11:1; 53:2; Zech. 3:8; 6:12, but here also it implies reproach from 
the contempt in which Nazareth was held. Used once of Christians held in contempt as 
the followers of Jesus of Nazareth (Acts 24:5).2

© Copyrighted by Glen Gerhauser, 2014

1 Zodhiates, S. (2000). The complete word study dictionary: New Testament (electronic 
ed.). Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers.
2 Zodhiates, S. (2000). The complete word study dictionary: New Testament (electronic 
ed.). Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers.



NAZARETH Village in the Roman province of Galilee, the home of Joseph, Mary, and 
Jesus. Always small and isolated, Nazareth is not mentioned in the OT, the 
Apocrypha, intertestamental Jewish writings, or the histories of Josephus. The town lies 
just north of the plain of Esdraelon in the limestone hills of the southern Lebanon range. 
It is situated on three sides of a hill. This location forms a sheltered valley with a 
moderate climate favorable to fruits and wildflowers. Trade routes and roads passed 
near Nazareth, but the village itself was not on any main road. Nazareth is about 15 
miles (24.1 kilometers) west of the Sea of Galilee and 20 miles (32.2 kilometers) east of 
the Mediterranean. Jerusalem lies about 70 miles (112.6 kilometers) south. 
Archaeological remains indicate that the ancient town was higher on the western hill 
than the present village (cf. Lk 4:29). In the time of Christ, Nazareth, along with the 
entire region of south Galilee, lay outside the mainstream of Jewish life, providing 
the background for Nathanael’s wry remark to Philip, “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” (Jn 1:46).

Nazareth is first mentioned in the NT as the home of Mary and Joseph (Lk 1:26–27). 
Sometime after Jesus was born at his parents’ ancestral town of Bethlehem (about 80 
miles, or 128.7 kilometers, to the south), Mary and Joseph returned to Nazareth (Mt 
2:23; Lk 2:39). Jesus grew up there (Lk 2:39–40, 51), leaving the village to be baptized 
by John in the Jordan River (Mk 1:9). When John was arrested, Jesus moved to 
Capernaum (Mt 4:13). Though Jesus was often identified by his boyhood city as “Jesus 
of Nazareth” (see Mk 10:47; Jn 18:5, 7; Acts 2:22), the NT records only one 
subsequent visit by Jesus to Nazareth. On this occasion, Jesus preached in the 
synagogue and was rejected by the townspeople (Lk 4:16–30; cf. Mt 13:54–58; Mk 
6:1–6). Jesus’ followers were also derisively called “Nazarenes” (Acts 24:5).

The Nazareth Decree

A fascinating document comprising some 20 lines of rather poor Greek inscribed on a 
simple slab of white marble was discovered in Nazareth in the last part of the nineteenth 
century. This document reads:

“Ordinance of Caesar. It is my pleasure that graves and tombs remain undisturbed in 
perpetuity for those who have made them for the cult of their ancestors, or children, or 
members of their house. If, however, any man gives information that another has either 
demolished them, or has in any other way extracted the buried, or has maliciously 
transferred them to other places in order to wrong them, or has displaced the sealing or 
other stones, against such a one I order that a trial be instituted, as in respect of the 
gods, so in regard to the cult of mortals. For it shall be much more obligatory to honor 
the buried. Let it be absolutely forbidden for anyone to disturb them. In the case of 
contravention I desire that the offender be sentenced to capital punishment on charge of 
violation of sepulture.”

In order to understand the full significance of this text we need to be able to make a very  
close approximation to the date by means of the style of writing. According to this text, 
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the inscription is to be dated to about ad 50. The most likely emperor under whom such 
a decree was issued was Claudius (ad 41–54). He is known to have taken an interest in 
the regulation of Jewish affairs in other lands.

The secular historian Suetonius, in his life of Claudius, made reference to riots that 
broke out within the Jewish community “at the instigation of Chrestus,” that is Christ, as 
the name appears misspelled in the text (Life of Claudius 25.4). We may conjecture that 
Christian Jews in Rome who preached Jesus to their fellows provoked riots in that city. 
Claudius seems to have expelled all the Jews from Rome (Acts 18:2). Another copy of a 
letter of Claudius was found among papyri in Egypt in 1920, dating to ad 41. It forbade 
the Alexandrian Jews “to bring or invite other Jews to come by sea from Syria. If they do 
not abstain from this conduct, I shall proceed against them for fomenting a malady 
common to the world.”

Against this background we may propose an explanation of the Nazareth Decree. The 
early Christians were proclaiming that Jesus Christ had risen from the dead. The rabbis 
of the time claimed that “his disciples came and stole away the body” (Mt 28:13). 
Whatever the truth of the matter from the viewpoint of Claudius, he did not wish to 
encourage theories about the disappearance of bodies from tombs. The Nazareth 
Decree thus becomes a strong pointer to the resurrection of Christ, which was at that 
time upsetting the Roman world. So Claudius took steps to curb the spread of these 
disturbing ideas.

Nazareth remained a Jewish city until the time of the emperor Constantine (d. ad 327), 
when it became a sacred place for Christian pilgrims. A large basilica was built in 
Nazareth about ad 600. Arabs and Crusaders alternately controlled the village until 
1517, when it fell to the Turks, who forced all Christians to leave. Christians returned in 
1620, and the town became an important Christian center.
See also Nazarene.3

NAZARETH, NAZARENE (Năzʹ ȧ rĕth; Năz ȧ rēnʹ) Place-name meaning “branch.” 
Nazareth did not enjoy a place of prominence until its association with Jesus. It does not 
appear in the OT. As He became known as “Jesus of Nazareth” (Matt. 26:71; Luke 
18:37; 24:19; John 1:45; Acts 2:22; 3:6; 10:38), His hometown became fixed in Christian 
memory. Nazareth was located in lower Galilee about halfway between the Sea of 
Galilee and the Mediterranean Sea. It lay in the hill country north of the Plain of 
Esdraelon. The hills formed a natural basin with three sides but open toward the south. 
The city was on the slopes of the basin, facing east and southeast.  Cana was 
about five miles to the northeast. A Roman road from Capernaum westward to the coast 
passed near Nazareth.
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It was a small village in Jesus’ day, having only one spring to supply fresh water 
to its inhabitants. Today  the spring is referred to as “Mary’s well.” The modern city has 
about 20,000 citizens, mainly Moslems and Christians. The angel went to Nazareth to 
announce to Mary and Joseph the coming birth of Jesus (Luke 1:26–28). Following 
Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem and the sojourn in Egypt, Joseph and Mary returned with 
Jesus to Nazareth (Matt. 2:19–23) where Jesus grew from boyhood to manhood (Luke 
2:39–40; 4:16), being stamped as a Nazarene (Matt. 2:23), apparently a midrashic 
play on the Hebrew term netser, “shoot” in Isa. 11:1.

Nazareth did not possess a good reputation, as reflected in the question of 
Nathanael, himself a Galilean (John 1:46). The early  church received similar scorn as 
the Nazarene sect (Acts 24:5). Such lack of respect  was likely due to an unpolished 
dialect, a lack of culture, and quite possibly a measure of irreligion and moral 
laxity. Jesus was rejected by  His townspeople near the beginning of His public ministry, 
being cast out of the synagogue at Nazareth (Luke 4:16–30; Matt. 13:54–58; Mark 6:1–
6). See Galilee.

Jerry W. Batson

John 1:46

Can any good thing come out  of Nazareth? (Ἐκ Ναζαρετ δυναται τι ἀγαθον 
εἰναι; [Ek Nazaret dunatai ti agathon einai?]). Literally, “Out of Nazareth can anything 
good be.” There is a tinge of scorn in the question as if Nazareth (note position at 
beginning of sentence) had a bad name. Town rivalry may account to some extent for it 
since Cana (home of Nathanael) was near Nazareth. Clearly he had never heard of 
Jesus. The best thing in all the world came out of Nazareth, but Philip  does not argue 
the point. A saying had arisen that no prophet comes out of Galilee (John 7:52), untrue 
like many such sayings. Come and see (ἐρχου και ἰδε [erchou kai ide]). Present 
middle imperative (come on) and second active imperative (and see at once). Philip 
followed the method of Jesus with Andrew and John (verse 39), probably without 
knowing it. Wise is the one who knows how to deal with the sceptic.4

John 1:47
Behold (ἰδε [ide]). Here an exclamation (see 1:29) as often like ἰδου [idou]. An 
Israelite indeed (ἀληθως Ἰσραηλειτης [alēthōs Israēleitēs]). “Truly an Israelite,” one 
living up to the covenant name, Israel at its best (Rom. 2:29), without the guile (δολος 
[dolos], deceit, bait for fish, from δελεαζω [deleazō], to catch with bait) that Jacob  once 
had of which Isaac complained (Gen. 27:35, δολος [dolos], here in LXX). The servant 
of Jehovah was to be without guile (Isa. 53:9).

John 1:48
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Whence knowest thou me? (Ποθεν με γινωσκεις; [Pothen me ginōskeis?]). 
Nathanael is astonished at this tribute, at any knowledge about himself by Jesus. He 
had overheard Christ’s comment and longed to know its source. Before Philip called 
thee (Προ του σε Φιλιππον φωνησαι [Pro tou se Philippon phōnēsai]). Idiomatic 
Greek, προ [pro] and the ablative case of the articular aorist active infinitive (του 
φωνησαι [tou phōnēsai], from φωνεω [phōneō], to call) with σε [se] as the object and 
Φιλιππον [Philippon], the accusative of general reference, “before the calling thee as 
to Philip.” When thou wast under the fig tree (ὀντα ὑπο την συκην [onta hupo tēn 
sukēn]). “Being under the fig tree,” accusative present participle agreeing with σε [se]. 
The fig tree was a familiar object in Palestine, probably in leaf at this time, the 
accusative with ὑπο [hupo] may suggest that Nathanael had withdrawn there for prayer. 
Note genitive with ὑποκατω [hupokatō] in verse 50. Jesus saw Nathanael’s heart as 
well as his mere presence there. He saw him in his worship and so knew him.5

1388. δόλος dólos; gen. dólou, masc. noun from délō (n.f.), to bait. Bait, 
metaphorically and generally fraud, guile, deceit (Matt. 26:4; Mark 7:22; 14:1; John 1:47; 
Acts 13:10; Rom. 1:29; 2 Cor. 12:16; 1 Thess. 2:3; 1 Pet. 2:1, 22; 3:10; Rev. 14:5; Sept.: 
Gen. 27:35; Job 13:7; Ps. 32:2; Is. 53:9).
Deriv.: ádolos (97), without guile; dólios (1386), deceitful; dolióō (1387), to deceive; 
dolóō (1389), to adulterate or handle deceitfully.
Syn.: apátē (539), deceit or deceitfulness; panourgía (3834), craftiness; pseúdos 
(5579), a lie; plánē (4106), deceit.
Ant.: alḗtheia (225), truth, honesty; eilikríneia (1505), sincerity; hagnótēs (54), 
cleanness, pureness, and metaphorically without guile; aphtharsía (861), incorruptness, 
sincerity.6

Samuel and the sons of Eli
You are like the ark. Joshua and Jericho

See notes on Nazareth. Explain Nazareth.

Reflections on Joseph, Gideon and David

If good is going to come out of our place we need to see Jesus.   

Philip does not argue, rather he says, “Come and see.” 
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Rather than having a clever argument, people need to see Jesus in us. They need to 
see he testimony of God––God at work in us and around us. They need to see a branch 
of life springing out of desert ground.

Jesus’ town growing up was on a hill facing East and Southeast, which meant he would 
always be in view of the rising sun.
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