
Watch
06 - Walking with Jesus

Church on the Park | Sunday, 28 DEC 2014

Text: Jeremiah 1:11-12

Theme: To walk with God you need to keep your eyes on Jesus, watch your step and see your 
surroundings.

Intro: Our text this morning shows God speaking to Jeremiah and if you correctly understand 
what God is saying, you will be greatly encouraged. However, at first sight, it doesn’t fully make 
sense because of the language gap between Hebrew and English. Once we bridge the gap we 
begin to see what God wants to speak to us as we close this year and look forward to another. 
(*Bring watches and Menorah*)

1) Watch! God is actively working to fulfil his Word in your life, his church and the world 
at large. (Jer. 1:11-12)

• In our text, we see that God shows Jeremiah an almond branch from an almond tree. 
• Then, he tells Jeremiah that this is a message to him––God is watching to see his word 

fulfilled.
• But, how does an almond tree relate to God watching?

• In Hebrew the word ‘almond tree’ and ‘watch’ are the same spelling. They sound also 
very similar when pronounced (shaw-kade & shaw-kad). So, God is crafting a word 
play. 

• This word play would have spoken very clearly to Jeremiah and planted the word 
graphically into his mind.
• He especially needed to remember this word as his call progressed. As he was 

persecuted, indicted for treason and taken captive by Babylon, he had to recall the 
almond branch. He was chosen by God (like Moses & Aaron) and God would fulfil 
his Word to and through him. (Remember, the budded almond branch of Aaron).

• A few weeks ago, I had a experienced that I have never had before. I haven’t shared it with 
many people because I was praying over it.
• Someone came into my office and gave me 8 quality swiss watches as a gift. Then, only 

a few hours later, and totally unrelated, another person came and gave the kids 3 more 
quality watches for Christmas. All of the watches were worth about $200 a piece.
• Since I was given 11 quality watches by 2 different people in the course of only 3 hours, I 

knew God was speaking to me something. 
• God is clearly speaking to me and given me this message to share: WATCH!

• In the Bible, ‘watch’ means: be alert, awake, careful, observant, attentive, clearly 
focused, on guard. It also mean to keep and watch over, to protect.

• Today, God wants us to know that he is watching to fulfil his Word. 
• That Word is not all about us, but it includes us. It’s like a getting on a train where God is 

conductor. God invites us to board, but we do not choose the destination––he has chosen 
it already. It’s not all about us, it’s about where he is going.

• Ezekiel 12:21-28 - Ezekiel tells us that the time is now for God to fulfil his Word. There is no 
more delays.
• The Father is fulfilling his word all around us––we just need to open our eyes.
• Hebrews 12:1-2 & 2 Cor. 1:18-22 (“Yes and amen!”
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• The Father is actively watching over our lives: every word from him will come to pass. 
(Isa. 42:6, Psalm 121; Prov. 5:21, Prov. 6:22, Psalm 32:8.)

2) Watch your step! The world is an uneven place and it’s easy to lose your balance if 
you’re not careful. (Mark 14:38)

• In the Brownsville Revival, there was a precious African American brother who helped 
usher people into the building.
• “Watch yo’ step! Watch yo’ step! Single file line! Single file line! No bags, no backpacks! 

Watch yo’ step…”
• This is a message to us. If you do not watch your step in your walk with God you will slip 

and fall.
• This week I had a fall in the city. Not a moral fall, but a natural one. I was walking across the 

street, there was some uneven pavement and I went face first into the pavement in front of 
the traffic. 
• I was totally in shock and immediately just wanted to get up and go, but I was very 

disoriented. 
• I didn't watch my step and I went flying, but thank God that he protected me.

• Look again at the Garden of Gethsemane (Mark 14:32-42). See what Jesus is saying.
• 1 Cor. 10:6-13

• Watch out when you think you can stand.
• Humility is essential to walking strong in the Lord. (*Prov. 16:18)

• * Proverbs 24:16 - “Get back up again”
• 1 Peter 5:8 - Watch out the enemy prowls around like a roaring lion…
• Other verses: Prov. 4:23, 26, 16:17; Matt. 16:6, Heb. 13:17

3) Watch! The Lord is coming back again. Don’t let him find you sleeping. (Matthew 
25:1-13)

• Interestingly, I was given 11 watches and this alerts me that we are in the 11th hour.
• In other words, Jesus is about to return, the end is near.

• What was the difference between the wise and foolish virgins?
• The wise were prepared and ready, the foolish weren’t.

• Both were waiting. Both knew they had a purpose. Both went out to serve the 
bridegroom.

• This reminds me of the message of the menorah (lampstand) that I shared last week (Lev. 
24)
• We are to constantly keep our lamps burning. That means preparation and effort.

• Do you know the shape of the menorah? (Exo. 25:33-34)
• It was modelled after an almond tree and the branches were almond branches.
• The message of the menorah is to watch, be alert and continually keep the fire burning

• The oil: Prov. 27:9, Prov. 21:20. It speaks of both the Holy Spirit and God’s Word. It’s the fuel 
for the fire.

• The Lord Jesus, the King of kings, is about to return and establish his Kingdom on earth. 
You must get yourself ready!

• Luke 21:34-36

Conclusion: Watching is an essential key to walking with God. Keeping your eyes on Jesus will 
encourage you, watching your step will stabilise you and watching for the Lord’s coming will 
prepare you. As Jesus said, “Watch and pray so that you do not fall into temptation.”

© Copyrighted by Glen Gerhauser, 2014



END NOTES

 n m. From 8245; TWOT 2451a; GK 9196; Four [/shaqed /shaw·kade] ׁשֵָקד 8247
occurrences; AV translates as “almond” twice, and “almond tree” twice. 1 almond tree, 
almonds. 1a almond (the nut). 1b almond-tree.

 v. A primitive root; TWOT 2451; GK [/shaqad /shaw·kad] ׁשַָקד, ׁשַָקד, ׁשַָקד 8245
9193 and 9194 and 9195; 12 occurrences; AV translates as “watch” nine times, “wake” 
once, “remain” once, and “hasten” once. 1 to wake, watch, awake, be alert. 1a (Qal). 1a1 
to keep watch of, be wakeful over. 1a2 to be wakeful, wake (as mourner or sufferer).
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