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Understanding Your Trial!

or, Forged in the Fire!
05 - The Art of Rest!

Church on the Park | Sunday, 24 August 2014!!
Theme: There is a much higher purpose for the trial you are in.!!
Text: Luke 22:31-32; Isaiah 30:5!!
Intro: Isaiah prophesied, “Build up, build up, prepare the road! Remove the obstacles out of the 
way of my people” (Isa. 57:14). In our last message we talked about removing the obstacles of 
pride, stubbornness and rebellion in order to enter into God’s rest (1 Sam. 15:23). In this 
message, we will talk about removing the obstacle of unbelief. Specifically, we will focus on 
understanding the trial you are in. For me, I can go through many difficulties, but if I understand 
what God is doing and he speaks to me, I have the strength and joy to carry on. Today, I want 
you to understand the trials you are going through.!!
1) We need a paradigm shift regarding how we view our trials (Luke 22:31-32)!

• Notice that in our passage, Satan desires to sift Simon Peter as wheat!
• The image of sifting as wheat is very graphic. This is not like sifting flour in your 

kitchen.!
• In order to separate the wheat kernels from the stalks and husks, they need to be 

beaten, usually in ancient times, on a stone floor. Afterwards, a winnower takes their 
winnowing fork and throws up the wheat and chaff. The wheat has substance and falls 
back to the floor, while the chaff is blown away by the wind.!

• Jesus never says to Peter, “I won’t allow Satan to sift you. Instead, he says, “I have 
prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail.”!
• In this we can see that it’s not God’s will to take all the trials out of our life, but that our 

faith would not fail in these trials.!
• The good news is that God saves us from ever seeing many, many trials. He only gives 

us a small portion of what he has ordained. As Pastor Kilpatrick, my old pastor, used to 
say, “Everything is Father filtered.”!

• Notice, the devil had to ask God to sift Peter!
• We need to see our trials in a new light, a new perspective. !

• If we don’t, our faith will fail and the trials will make us bitter rather than better. !
• Pass out the image of the old/young lady. When you look at this image, what do you 

see?!
• Depending on where you focus you will see something different. Some will see an old 

hag. Others, will see a beautiful woman. !
• What you focus on in your trial will make all the difference. Are you focusing on the devil 

or the Father?!
• We are to be aware of the devil’s schemes, but focus on the Father’s goodness!

• The devil is trying to beat the faith out of us, but the Father is working through our trial to 
separate the wheat from the chaff in our lives.!

• The Father’s work is to purify and strengthen us during trials. !
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• Once the trial has done its work we will be able strengthen others. Listen to what Jesus 
says to Peter, “And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers” (Luke 22:32b).!!

2) The Father is forging you in the fire of your trial (cf. Isa. 54:16-17)!
• Our heavenly Father is like a blacksmith who forges a weapon through fire!
• The Father wants to make you into his weapon to overthrow all the works of darkness (cf. 

Zech. 1:18-21).!
• Describe the ancient craft of a blacksmith: they would continual plunge iron into the fire to 

make it malleable so that it could be tempered by the hammer.!
• Here’s the Lord’s word to me on 15 August 2014:!

• “When a blacksmith is forging a sword he puts it in the fire. When I am making a man 
or woman of God, I also put them in the fire. I put them into the fire of my presence, 
the fire of my Word and the fire of trials. These make a person malleable so that I can 
shape them. These humble a man or woman so that I can hammer them into a 
dynamic weapon in my hands. These hurt at the time, but they produce lasting 
benefits. I want to tell my people to not be afraid of my fire, but embrace it. They need 
to see past their present experience to what I am doing and forming. My goal is 
eternal, though man’s goals are temporary.”!

• The Father is forming you through the fire.!
• Isaiah 43:1-2: God’s promise in the fire!!

3) Always remember the Father is so much bigger than the trial and the devil (James 
1:2-8).!

• In every trial there are two forces at work. We need to discern these two distinct things. 
First, the devil is trying to destroying us, to sift us as wheat. Second, God is trying to purify 
us, to sift the out the chaff in our lives. In every trial, embrace what God is doing and resist 
what the devil is doing.!

• Recognize what God is doing in a trial.!
• Discern what the devil is trying to do in a trial.!
• During a trial God is like a jeweller trying to polish you. The enemy is like ISIS trying to 

pulverize you. !
• Jesus wants to disciple you, the devil wants to destroy you.!
• God is forming you, but the enemy is trying to flatten you.!
• God will bring you out of the test with a testimony, but the devil will try to leave you with a 

tragedy.!
• How you respond to a trial will determine the outcome.!
• In every trial, embrace what the Father is doing, but resist what the devil is trying to do.!
• Review again, James 1:2-8, Luke 22:31-32 and Isaiah 30:15!!

Conclusion: Seeing God’s perspective of our trials helps us to put away the obstacle of 
unbelief, an obstacle that keeps us from true rest. Like Peter, when we are in a trial Jesus is 
praying for us that our faith does not fail. When we overcome we will be able to help others 
overcome.!!!!!!!
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END NOTES!!
Matthew Henry's Concise Commentary!!
22:21-38 How unbecoming is the worldly ambition of being the greatest, to the character of a 
follower of Jesus, who took upon him the form of a servant, and humbled himself to the death of 
the cross! In the way to eternal happiness, we must expect to be assaulted and sifted by Satan. 
If he cannot destroy, he will try to disgrace or distress us. Nothing more certainly forebodes a 
fall, in a professed follower of Christ, than self-confidence, with disregard to warnings, and 
contempt of danger. Unless we watch and pray always, we may be drawn in the course of the 
day into those sins which we were in the morning most resolved against. If believers were left to 
themselves, they would fall; but they are kept by the power of God, and the prayer of Christ. Our 
Lord gave notice of a very great change of circumstances now approaching. The disciples must 
not expect that their friends would be kind to them as they had been. Therefore, he that has a 
purse, let him take it, for he may need it. They must now expect that their enemies would be 
more fierce than they had been, and they would need weapons. At the time the apostles 
understood Christ to mean real weapons, but he spake only of the weapons of the spiritual 
warfare. The sword of the Spirit is the sword with which the disciples of Christ must furnish 
themselves.!!
Pulpit Commentary!!
Verses 31-38. - The Lord foretells Simon Peter's fall. He tells his disciples of the hard times 
coming on them. Verse 31. - And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to 
have you, that he may sift you as wheat. The majority of the more ancient authorities omit the 
words, "and the Lord said." These words were possibly inserted at an early date to obviate the 
abruptness of this sudden change in the subject-matter of the Lord's discourse. The more 
accurate translation would be, "Satan obtained you by asking that he," etc. Bengel comments 
with "not content with Judas." This saying of Jesus is a very mysterious one; it reveals to us 
something of what is going on in the unseen world. A similar request was made by the same 
bitter, powerful the in the case or Job (Job 1:12). Are we to understand that these are examples 
of what is constantly going on in that world so close to us, but from which no whisper ever 
reaches our mortal ears? Such grave thoughts lend especial intensity to those words in the 
prayer of prayers, where we ask "our Father which is in heaven" to deliver us from evil, or the 
evil one, as so many of our best scholars prefer to translate ἀπὸ τοῦ πονήρου. Satan asks that 
he may test and try the apostles. Judas he had already tempted, and he had won him. Possibly 
this signal victory emboldened him to proffer this request. We may imagine the evil one arguing 
thus before the Eternal: "These chosen ones who are appointed to work in the future so 
tremendous a work in thy Name, are utterly unworthy. Let me just try to lure them away with my 
lures. Lo, they will surely fall. See, one has already." !!
Gill's Exposition of the Entire Bible!!
And the Lord said, Simon, Simon,.... Peter is particularly, and by name, spoken to, either 
because he might be a principal person in the debate and contention about superiority, 
mentioned in the context; or because he was chiefly to suffer in the following temptation of 
Satan; or because he was generally the mouth of the rest of the apostles; and he is addressed, 
not by the name of Peter, the name Christ gave him, when he first called him, signifying his 
future solidity, firmness, and steadfastness; because in this instance, he would not give any 
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proof of it; but by his former name, Simon, and which is repeated, partly to show the 
earnestness of Christ in the delivery of what follows, and partly to express his affectionate 
concern for him; so the Jews observe (s) concerning God's calling, "Moses, Moses", Exodus 3:4 
that , "the doubling of the word", is expressive "of love", and finding grace and favour; even as it 
is said, "Abraham, Abraham", Genesis 22:11 or it may be to excite attention to what Christ was 
about to say. Though the Syriac, Persic, and Ethiopic versions read the first of these, "to 
Simon", thus: Jesus said to Simon, !!
Simon, behold Satan hath desired to have you; not only Peter, but all the apostles; for the word 
"you", is plural: Satan, the enemy of the woman's seed, the accuser of the brethren, the wicked 
one, and the tempter, desired, asked leave of God, for he can do nothing without permission; 
that he might have these disciples under his power, and in his hand; just as he got leave to have 
the goods, and even the body of Job in his hand, and fain would have had his life, and soul too, 
could he have obtained it; and he would have the lives and souls of others; for he goes about, 
seeking to devour whom he may; and he had now an evil eye upon the apostles, and wanted an 
opportunity to gratify his malice and envy: his end in desiring to have them in his power was, !!
that he may sift you as wheat; not to separate the chaff from the wheat, but to make them look 
like all chaff, by covering the wheat of grace with the chaff of sin and corruption; or to destroy 
the wheat, was it possible; or to toss them to and fro as wheat is in a sieve; that is, to afflict and 
distress them; see Amos 9:9 by scattering them both from Christ, and one another; by filling 
them with doubts about Jesus being the Messiah and Redeemer: and by frightening them with 
the fears of enemies and of death, which end he obtained; see Matthew 26:56. !!
(s) Tzeror Hammor, fol. 38. 4. Jarchi in Genesis 22.11. Bemidbar Rabba, sect. 14. fol. 217. 1.!!
Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary!!
31-34. Simon, Simon—(See on [1725]Lu 10:41).!!
desired to have—rather, "hath obtained you," properly "asked and obtained"; alluding to Job 
(Job 1:6-12; 2:1-6), whom he solicited and obtained that he might sift him as wheat, insinuating 
as "the accuser of the brethren" (Re 12:10), that he would find chaff enough in his religion, if 
indeed there was any wheat at all.!!
you—not Peter only, but them all.!!!
***!!
Isaiah 57:14: “Build up, build up, prepare the road! Remove the obstacles out of the way of my 
people.”!!
A trial is a trail that leads us closer to God.!!
The Work of a Blacksmith!!
Isaiah 54:16-17:!!
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“See, it is I who created the blacksmith who fans the coals into flame…”!!
“Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon, 
that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers” (Luke 
22:31-32).!!
Notice what is Jesus prayer: “that your faith may not fail.”!!
The testing of your faith.!!
Daniel in the fire!!
Fire in Isaiah!
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