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Sunday, 16 FEB 2014 | Church on the Park

Text: John 1:35-42

Theme: Encountering Jesus begins a chain reaction that no one can stop, a chain reaction 
that will continue to gather greater momentum until Jesus Christ returns.

Intro: In our last messages we saw that Jesus is the lamb of God, Messiah, Chosen One 
and immerser in the Holy Spirit. In this message we will see the power of the Messiah in 
action. Encountering Jesus sets off a chain reaction that not only changes your life but the 
lives of those around you. 

1) An encounter with Jesus is nuclear. It engages the core of your being and starts a 
nuclear reaction of power in your world. 
• First, John starts off this passage with the words, “the next day.” When we count the 

days in John’s introduction to Jesus’ ministry we discover this is the third day and it 
clearly connects with the third day of Genesis (creation). 

• We will make the connections later in this message.
• In this passage and the one proceeding it, we see that Jesus sets off a chain 

reaction.
• John the Baptist introduces his disciples to Jesus. Then, after Andrew (one of 

John the Baptist’s disciples) comes to know Jesus, he then leads his brother 
Peter to Jesus. As the story unfolds, Peter becomes a fisher of men and leads 
thousands to Jesus (remember Pentecost).

• What is a chain reaction?
• chain reaction noun 1. Physics. a self-sustaining reaction in which the fission of nuclei of one 

generation of nuclei produces particles that cause the fission of at least an equal number of nuclei 
of the succeeding generation. 2. Chemistry . a reaction that results in a product necessary for the 
continuance of the reaction. 3. a series of events in which each event is the result of the one 
preceding and the cause of the one following. 

• The reason why the sun continues to burn is because it is a continuous fusion 
chain reaction. 

• “Chemical chain reactions were first proposed by German chemist Max 
Bodenstein in 1913, and were reasonably well understood before nuclear chain 
reactions were proposed.[1] It was understood that chemical chain reactions were 
responsible for exponentially increasing rates in reactions, such as produced 
chemical explosions. The concept of a nuclear chain reaction was first 
hypothesized by Hungarian scientist Leó Szilárd on Tuesday, September 12, 
1933.” - Wikipedia

• From there it seemed Nazi Germany was making an atomic bomb and Albert 
Einstein, along with others, notified American president, FDR.   

• If you wanted to see a picture of a chain branching reaction, it’s like a family 
tree branching out with exponential growth. One reaction produces two, which in 
turn produce four, the four then propagate to eight, and on and on until the 
reaction ends. 

• Mechanical chain reactions are like dominos or like the game of Mouse Trap.
•  In this passage we see John the Baptist initiates the chain reaction by exhorting 

people to “Behold, the lamb of God!” By introducing people to Jesus Christ it begins a 
chain reaction.  
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• John the Baptist gets the attention off of his ministry and on to Jesus. As a result, 
two of his disciples begin to follow Jesus.

• Again, One of those disciples was Andrew, Peter’s brother. After Andrew spends a 
day with Jesus he searches for his brother, Peter, and brings Peter to Jesus. (The 
same thing happens with Philip and Nathanael). Peter then becomes Jesus 
disciple and leads three thousand people to Jesus on the day of Pentecost. 

2) There is a powerful reaction (progression) that develops in John 1:35-42. It begins 
with seeing and seeking Jesus. It centers around staying with Jesus. And, it ends 
with seeking to bring others to Jesus. 
• Seeing Jesus causes us to seek Jesus. Seeking Jesus moves us to stay with Jesus. 

Staying with Jesus leads us to seek others to bring to Jesus.
• Seeing --> Seeking --> Staying --> Seeking Others

• Notice the words: “found first his own brother”; “we have found the Messiah” (find: 
heurisko, like eureka.

• When you really encounter Jesus it is a eureka (I have found it!) moment.
• “What do you seek (zeteo)?” --> “Rabbi, where are you staying (abiding, meno)”? --

> “Come, and you will see!”
• Notice what they sought: to be with and fellowship with Jesus!

• The chain reaction takes on a whole other level when we abide with Jesus. That’s 
when the chain reaction starts to take on an exponential quality.

• The reason why we follow him is to fellowship with him. Fellowship with Christ is 
life-changing. It fans a fire in our soul that will spread to others. 

• First, we find Christ
• Second, we fellowship with him––hangout and spend time with him. He becomes 

our Rabbi.
• **Fellowship makes us fruitful (John 15:1-17)**

• Third, we find others and introduce them to Christ
• Finally, they fellowship with Christ, are changed and begin the process again.

• As a result of finding Jesus you find others and connect them with Jesus.
• Your salvation starts a chain reaction in your world and family that leads to 

multiple salvations.
• This happens quite naturally when we have been deeply impacted by Jesus in 

the nucleus of our being.

3) It’s our job to connect people to Jesus, the power source, but it’s Jesus who 
changes them, not us.
• When Andrew brings Peter to Jesus, Jesus changes his identity––he calls him 

“Rock”
• We all need our natures changed just like Peter (John 1:42)
• This is what happens as you fellowship with Christ. John 15
• How the third day of John connects with the third day of Creation

• The creation of seed, fruit, tress, land and rock
• When you bring people to Jesus, Jesus changes their identity. They begin to become 

what they have always been created to be. (v. 42)
• The Gospel has come to us but we must be like Andrew and introduce it to our 

brother. We cannot keep it to ourselves. And if we spend time with Jesus we won’t 
keep it to ourselves. John 15.

• It’s a simple process, but revolutionary. It’s how the Gospel has spread into all the 
world. But now we are responsible for our generation and our children. 



Conclusion: Jesus is the source of all power. When we really find Jesus we want to 
connect others to him. This starts a simple, but revolutionary process, of more and more 
people coming to know him––a chain reaction.

END NOTES

A chain reaction is a series of reactions that are caused by an initial reaction. This is where 
the unstable product from the first reaction is then used as a reactant in a second reaction 
and so on until the system reaches a stable state. It usually follows a pattern of initiation 
(initial spark), propagation (continuation of the process) and termination (reaching a stable 
state).

Nuclear Chain Reactions

The most commonly heard of chain reactions are nuclear chain reactions. A nuclear 
reaction, in general, is when two isotopic nuclei collide in a reaction that produces 
molecules different from the reactants, usually a different species. A nuclear chain reaction 
is when consequent nuclear reaction(s) happen after an initial reaction. There are two 
types of these reactions: fission reactions and fusion reactions. The most common is a 
fission chain reaction (involving heavier isotopes like Uranium235) where there is a 
continuous release and absorption of neutrons until the products are self-sustaining (figure 
1). Fusion chain reactions involve lighter isotopes like hydrogen and helium and require a 
very high temperature and pressure. An example of this is Sun; it fuses hydrogen atoms 
together and forms helium atoms and a chain reaction (figure 2).
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