
Keep the Fire Burning
05 - Walking with Jesus

Church on the Park | Christmas Sunday, 21 DEC 2014

Text: Luke 1:67-80; John 1:1-14; John 8:12

Theme: The solution for the world’s darkness is God’s light, a fire that will never burn out.

Intro: Today, I want to talk to you about Jesus and why he came. Christmas is a celebration of 
Jesus being born as a man, coming from heaven to earth. But why did he come and what does 
it mean for us? We will look at Zechariah’s prophecy in Luke 1:67-79 to discover Jesus’ purpose 
and ours.

1) The world is a dark place, but God has provided you with a light that will never burn 
out. (Luke 1:67-80; Isa. 60:1)
• This week has been tragic for Australia and the world. We’ve seen untold darkness: 1) 

The terrorist hostage attack in the Sydney Lindt Cafe, leaving three dead; 2) A school 
massacre in Pakistan by the Taliban. The killing of around 150 innocent people and 
children; 3) Topping it off, another mass stabbing murder of eight children in Cairns.

• However, God has given us a light in this darkness.
• Our passage today is Zechariah’s prophecy.
• Jesus’ birth was surrounded by miracles. His birth was a miracle, angels visited men, 

the glory of God appeared to shepherds, a sign appeared in the heavens, and before 
this Elizabeth’s barren womb conceived.
• Zechariah and Elizabeth were a godly couple, yet they could not have children. When 

Gabriel announced that a miracle would take place in Elizabeth’s womb, Zechariah did 
not believe. Consequently, God made Zechariah unable to speak until the moment of 
John the Baptist’s dedication.

• When they dedicated their son, John, to the Lord, finally his mouth opened and an 
eternal prophecy burst out like a mighty river. The conclusion of the prophecy: John’s life 
is all about Jesus. Jesus is coming to save the world. 
• Do you know what the name Zechariah means?

• Yahweh remembers. 
• And we see this theme in the prophecy. God is remembering his covenant to his 

people––that’s why Jesus has to be born a Jew.
• Jesus is described as a sunrise, a new dawn––a new beginning. (Luke 1:78-79; *Mal. 

4:2-3)
• His light brings healing and salvation.

• Salvation from what?
• Salvation is not first about being saved from hell, it’s not primarily about the 

afterlife. 
• Yes, everlasting life is a benefit of salvation, but not the heart of it.
• It’s salvation from what causes hell, salvation from sin and darkness. Salvation 

from your self-nature. Salvation from the forces of evil (your real enemy).
• It’s a salvation from habitual sin––from spiritual blindness, deafness and death.
• It’s for a purpose: Luke 1:74-75
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2) People will be drawn to the light of Jesus shining through you. (Isa. 60:1ff)
• People love to visit light displays. Whether it’s Christmas lights, fireworks, Hanukkah 

celebrations or bonfires, light attracts people. 
• One of the family traditions we have is visiting Christmas light displays around the 

neighbourhood. However, we have the most pathetic Christmas light display at our house. 
It’s one little weak light that blinks on our front tree. 

• Christmas has a specific theme of light because of one reason: Jesus is the light. The 
lights are a reflection of Christ and how we are called to be lights also.

• Hanukkah also is known as the festival of lights.
• Do you know the story of Hanukkah? It’s a Jewish Festival on the 25th of Kislev on the 

Hebrew Calendar. 
• The story happened around 165 BC, during the 400 years of silence between the Old & 

New Testaments. The Greeks/Syrians had stolen the temple from the Jews and defiled 
it. The Maccabean Jews, though greatly outnumbered, fought back and reclaimed 
God’s temple. 

• After reclaiming the temple, they cleansed and rededicated it to God. (Hanukkah 
means dedication). However, they found as they were cleansing the temple that all of the 
oil had been defiled except a small flask of oil. The ritually clean oil could only keep 
the Menorah (seven-branched lamp in the temple) burning for one day. However, a 
miracle happened and the oil last for eight days, causing the Menorah to burn for eight 
continuous days in a row. 

• ***Bring Menorah from Anna’s Grandparents*** (Lawrence & Enid Weggory) 
• Tell Anna’s grandparent’s history

• Evangelism doesn’t happen as much on a Sunday meeting as it does in your day to day 
life. It happens in the home, workplace and neighbourhood.  (Sermon on the Mount)

• An unprecedented harvest will come in to the Kingdom as each believer shines his light 
everyday. This will especially happen in 2015.
• This is a year of every believer being equipped to minister. The ministry, the shining, 

goes on outside of church. Coming to church is about getting a fresh top up of oil so 
you can shine.
• It’s like going to a petrol station. You don’t live at the petrol station, but if you don’t go 

at least weekly, you won’t get anywhere.
• Fight for your temple. Rededicate it through cleansing it. Relight the Lampstand of your 

light. Keep the fire burning. (*Lev. 24:3-4)

3) Jesus’ light enables you to daily walk with him (Luke 1:78-79; John 8:12)
• Jesus’ light enables us to walk on his “path of peace.”

• Guide - direct, lead, guide straight towards an object, to direct one’s journey to a place 
(see endnotes for Greek definition)

• Way/Path - a journey, progress, road, course. The Christian life is a journey and 
adventure. Once you discover the path, you need to stay in the path.

• Peace - Not just the absence of conflict, but wholeness, soundness, health, prosperity. 
God wants your life to be whole and healed. He wants you to be sound, to be a person 
of integrity. If you are not getting more and more whole, you’re not on the path. From the 
Hebrew word, shalom.

• John 8:12
• What is Jesus’ light? 

• See John 1:1-14
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• It’s Jesus’ life––his heart, soul and blood. It’s his actions. It’s who he is and what he 
does.
• By studying his life, you see his light. If you study with eyes that have been open by 

him.
• It’s your daily walk that is going to make a difference in this world. 
• Our response to the evils we have seen this week must be to walk with Jesus and let his 

life shine through us.

Conclusion: Our response to the darkness in the world is to realise that God has already given 
us a light. Embrace Jesus’ light and let it shine through your life. This is the message of 
Christmas and of Christ.

END NOTES

2720. κατευθύνω kateuthúnō; fut. kateuthunṓ, from katá (2596), an intens., down, and 
euthúnō (2116), to direct. To guide straight towards or upon something. Generally, it 
means to guide or direct one’s way or journey to a place (1 Thess. 3:11). Symbolically in 
Luke 1:79, directing the feet in the way of peace; the hearts, in 2 Thess. 3:5; Sept.: Ps. 
5:8; 2 Chr. 12:14; 19:3.

Syn.: hodēgéō (3594), to guide; hegéomai (2233), to lead; ágō (71), to carry, lead 
away.

Ant.: planáō (4105), to cause to wander; periérchomai (4022), to go about or 
around; apóllumi (622), to perish.

3598. ὁδός hodós; gen. hodoú, fem. noun. Way.
(I) In respect to place, a way, highway, road, street.
(A) Used generally (Matt. 2:12; 8:28; 13:4, 19; Acts 8:26; James 2:25; Sept.: Num. 

21:4; Deut. 28:7); of a street in a city (Matt. 22:9, 10; Luke 14:23; Sept.: Jer. 5:1; 7:17). 
The phrase katá tḗn hodón (katá [2596], along), along or on the way (Luke 10:4; Acts 
8:36).

(B) Followed by the gen. of place meaning to which a way leads (Heb. 9:8, a way or 
entrance into the sanctuary; Sept.: Gen. 3:24). Metonymously for the whole region 
through which the way leads (Matt. 4:15, “the way of the sea,” meaning the region 
around the Sea of Galilee quoted from Is. 8:23; Matt. 10:5, “into the way,” meaning the 
country of the Gentiles).

(C) In the phrases hetoimázō (2090), to prepare, and kataskeuázo (2680), to fit, tḗn 
hodón, meaning to prepare the way for a king (Rev. 16:12); metaphorically (Matt. 3:3; 
11:10; Mark 1:2, 3). With the verb euthúnō (2116), to straighten, tḗn hodón (John 1:23, 
to straighten or to make ready). These all allude to Is. 40:3.

(D) Metonymously of Jesus as the way, i.e., the author and medium of access to 
God and eternal life (John 14:6).

(II) In action, way, i.e., a being on the way, a going, journey, progress, course.
(A) Generally, eis tḗn hodón (eis [1519], unto) for the way or journey (Luke 9:3). With 

ex (1537), out of or from, followed by the gen. ex hodoú (Luke 11:6, from the way); en tḗ 
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hodṓ (en [1722], in), in or by the way, on the journey (Matt. 15:32; Mark 8:3, 27; Acts 
9:17, 27); katá (2596) by, katá tḗn hodón, by or on the way (Acts 25:3; 26:13); 
kateuthúnō (2720), to direct, guide the way (1 Thess. 3:11); poreúomai (4198), go, 
poreúomai tḗn hodón, to go on one’s way, continue one’s journey (Acts 8:39); with poiéō 
(4160), to make, “and his disciples began to go plucking the ears of corn” (a.t.) meaning 
they went along plucking the ears (Mark 2:23). The use of hodón poiéō, to make, is a 
Hebraism from Judg. 17:8. Used generally (Sept.: Gen. 24:21, 40; 42:25; 45:21).

(B) Following the gen. of time (Luke 2:44; Acts 1:12, “a Sabbath day’s journey” [a.t.], 
1,000 large paces, equal to about seven and one–half furlongs; Sept.: Gen. 30:36; 
31:23).

(III) Metaphorically meaning way, manner, means.
(A) Way or method of proceeding, of doing or affecting something (1 Cor. 4:17; 

12:31). Hai hodoí means the way of proceeding, administration, counsels (Acts 13:10; 
Rom. 11:33; Rev. 15:3; Sept.: Ps. 18:31).

(B) Way or means of arriving at or obtaining something as a means of salvation 
(Luke 1:79); a way of life (Acts 2:28; 16:17; 2 Pet. 2:21; Sept.: Prov. 10:17).

(C) Way of thinking, feeling, acting, manner of life and conduct (Matt. 21:32, living a 
just and holy life); way of peace or peaceful life (Rom. 3:17, quoted from Is. 59:8; see 
James 5:20). Followed by the gen. of person, the way or ways of someone, meaning his 
way of life, conduct, actions (Acts 14:16; Rom. 3:16; James 1:8; 2 Pet. 2:15; Jude 1:11; 
Sept.: Job 23:10). The way of God or of the Lord is also the way, walk, or life which God 
approves and requires (Matt. 22:16; Luke 20:21; Acts 18:25, 26; Heb. 3:10; Sept.: Job 
23:11; Ps. 25:4). Hence used in an absolute sense for the Christian way, the Christian 
religion (Acts 9:2; 19:9, 23; 22:4; 24:14, 22). “The way of truth” (2 Pet. 2:2) means the 
way of true faith.

Deriv.: ámphodon (296), when two roads meet; eísodos (1529), entrance, access; 
éxodos (1841), way out, exodus, an exit; hodeúō (3593), to travel, journey; hodēgós 
(3595), guide, leader; párodos (3938), a passing or passage; sunodía (4923), a 
caravan.

Syn.: drómos (1408), a race, running, career, course; tríbos (5147), a worn path; 
trochiá (5163), a track of a wheel; trópos (5158), manner.

1515. εἰρήνη eirḗnē; gen. eirḗnēs, fem. noun. Peace.
(I) Particularly in a single sense, the opposite of war and dissension (Luke 14:32; 

Acts 12:20; Rev. 6:4). Among individuals, peace, harmony (Matt. 10:34; Luke 12:51; 
Acts 7:26; Rom. 14:19). In Heb. 7:2, “King of peace,” means a peaceful king. 
Metaphorically peace of mind, tranquility, arising from reconciliation with God and a 
sense of a divine favor (Rom. 5:1; 15:13; Phil. 4:7 [cf. Is. 53:5]).

(II) By implication, a state of peace, tranquility (Luke 2:29; 11:21; John 16:33; Acts 
9:31; 1 Cor. 14:33; 1 Thess. 5:3; Sept.: Judg. 6:23; Is. 14:30; Ezek. 38:8, 11).

(III) Peace, meaning health, welfare, prosperity, every kind of good. In Luke 1:79, 
“the way of peace” means the way of happiness; 2:14; 10:6, “son of peace” means son 
of happiness, i.e., one worthy of it; 19:42; Rom. 8:6; Eph. 6:15, “gospel of peace” means 
gospel of bliss, i.e., which leads to bliss; 2 Thess. 3:16. “The God of peace” means the 
author and giver of blessedness (Rom. 15:33; 16:20; Phil. 4:9; 1 Thess. 5:23; Heb. 
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13:20 [cf. Sept.: Is. 9:6, “the Prince of Peace”]). “Your peace” means the good or 
blessing which you have in Christ and share through salutation and benediction (Matt. 
10:13; Luke 10:6; John 14:27). The expression “with peace” means with good wishes, 
benediction, kindness (Acts 15:33; Heb. 11:31). Simply “in peace” (1 Cor. 16:11; Sept.: 
Gen. 26:29; Ex. 18:23). As used in formulas of salutation, either at meeting or parting, 
see aspázomai (782), to embrace, to greet. Thus on meeting, the salutation is “Peace 
be unto you [eirḗnē humín],” meaning every good wish (Luke 24:36; John 20:19, 21, 26; 
Dan. 10:19). Also in letters (Rom. 1:7; 2:10; 1 Cor. 1:3; 2 Cor. 1:2; Gal. 1:3). In Luke 
10:5, “Peace unto this house” (a.t.) means every good wish for this house; Sept.: Judg. 
19:20; 1 Chr. 12:18. At parting, húpage (5217), go, meaning to go away in peace (Mark 
5:34; James 2:16). The same with the verb poreúou from poreúomai (4198), to go in 
peace (Luke 7:50; 8:48; Acts 16:36; Sept.: Judg. 18:6; 1 Sam. 1:17; 20:42).

(IV) In the OT the equivalent word shalom (7965) meant wholeness, soundness, 
hence health, well–being, prosperity; more particularly, peace as opposed to war (Judg. 
4:17; 1 Sam. 7:14; Eccl. 3:8 [cf. Luke 14:32; Acts 12:20; Rev. 6:4]), or concord as 
opposed to strife (Ps. 28:3; Jer. 9:8; Obad. 1:7 [cf. Matt. 10:34; 1 Cor. 7:15; Eph. 4:3 
{see also Acts 24:2; 1 Thess. 5:3; Ps. 122:7; Is. 52:7; Jer. 29:7}]).

(V) God is said to be a God of peace, not as one who needs peace, but one who 
dispenses peace. He expects peace of His people, meaning the absence of confusion 
(Rom. 14:17; 1 Cor. 7:15; 14:33; Eph. 4:3; Heb. 12:14; Ps. 34:14; 35:20; Zech. 8:16). 
He rewards those who practice this peace (James 3:18 [cf. Matt. 5:9]), but those who 
disregard it are punished (Rom. 3:17 [cf. Is. 59:8, 9]). Peace is a blessing of which God 
alone is the author (Job 25:2; Ps. 147:14; Is. 45:7). He, being the author of peace, is the 
only one who can bestow it upon the righteous (Gen. 15:15, upon Abraham; 2 Kgs. 
22:20, upon Josiah; Ps. 37:37, upon the perfect man; 119:165, upon those who love 
God’s law; Prov. 3:2, upon those who follow divine wisdom [cf. James 3:18; Ps. 4:8; Job 
5:23; Is. 32:17]). It is a gift which God desires to impart to all His people (Jer. 29:11), but 
which He is often unable to grant because of their sins (Sept.: Is. 48:18; Jer. 4:10 [cf. 
Jer. 4:14]). There can be no peace to the wicked (Sept.: Is. 57:19 [cf. Is. 57:20, 21; 
48:22]). Those who hope for it, while continuing in their iniquity, are self–deceived 
(Sept.: Jer. 6:14; 8:15 [cf. Jer. 8:11; Ezek. 13:10, 16]).

(VI) Peace is the paramount blessing that Israel was looking for in the messianic 
kingdom (Num. 25:12; Lev. 26:6; Is. 54:10; Ezek. 34:25; 37:26; Mal. 2:5, 6). The 
messenger who brings tidings of the coming salvation is one who publishes peace (Is. 
52:7; Nah. 1:15). The Messiah Himself is the Prince of Peace (Is. 9:6 [cf. Mic. 5:5; Zech. 
6:13]). Of the increase of His government and peace there shall be no end (Is. 9:7). See 
Ps. 29:11; 37:11; 72:3, 7, “In his days the righteous shall flourish; and abundance of 
peace so long as the moon endureth”; 122:7; Is. 54:13; 60:17; 66:12; Jer. 4:10; 6:14; 
8:15; 14:13; 23:17; 28:9; 33:6; Hag. 2:9. The NT shares with the OT the view of peace 
as a characteristic of the messianic time (Luke 1:79; 2:14; 19:38; Acts 10:36). The 
identification of the coming of the Lord Jesus with the coming of the Messiah is often 
what the disciples meant with their greetings on their missionary journeys (Matt. 10:13; 
Luke 10:5, 6). In His farewell words to His disciples, Jesus names peace as a gift to 
them from Himself (John 14:27; 16:33, “My peace I give unto you . . . these things I 
have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace”).

© Copyrighted by Glen Gerhauser, 2014



(VII) Characteristic of the NT is the view of peace as the present possession of the 
believer. In a single case it is used by Paul of that future blessedness which is to be 
expected by the righteous and the Parousía or Second Coming (Rom. 2:10), but in 
general it denotes the state of the Christian in this present life. It is so used by Jesus in 
His farewell promise, “My peace I give unto you” (John 14:27). It is thus represented by 
Paul (Rom. 5:1; 8:6; 15:13; 2 Thess. 3:16; Col. 3:15), in which case peace acquires the 
technical meaning of the tranquil state of a soul assured of its salvation through Christ, 
fearing nothing from God and consequently content with its earthly lot, whatever it is. 
This is the direct result of redemption by Christ (Eph. 2:15, 17) and consists primarily of 
a state of conscious reconciliation with God (Rom. 5:1), although it is often used in a 
broader sense to denote all the blessings which accompany and flow from that 
reconciliation (Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:3; 2 Thess. 3:16).

(VIII) Words with which eirḗnē are associated in the NT are as follows: agápē (26), 
love (2 Cor. 13:11; Eph. 6:23, “Peace . . . and love with faith”); cháris (5485), grace 
(Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:3; 2 Cor. 1:2; Gal. 1:3; Eph. 1:2; Phil. 1:2; Col. 1:2; 1 Thess. 1:1; 
2 Thess. 1:2; 2 Tim. 1:2; 2 Tim. 1:2; Titus 1:4; Phile. 1:3; 1 Pet. 1:2; 2 Pet. 1:2; 2 John 
1:3; Rev. 1:4); dóxa (1391), glory, and timḗ (5092), honor as the eschatological reward 
for working well (Rom. 2:10); dikaiosúnē (1343), righteousness; chará (5479), joy (Rom. 
14:17); hope and joy (Rom. 15:13); peace and mercy (Gal. 6:16) aspháleia (803), 
safety, security, as the opposite of eschatological peril (1 Thess. 5:3). The NT concept of 
peace has nothing to do with the Stoic concept of apátheia (n.f.), indifference or apathy, 
and the Epicurean ataraxía (n.f.), selfish nondisturbance. The peace which God gives is 
never to be identified with selfish unconcern (cf. 1 Cor. 7:15; Phil. 4:7; Col. 3:15). God’s 
peace is independent of outside conditions and is the fruit of an objective, real salvation 
with God.

Deriv.: eirēneúō (1514), to bring peace, reconcile; eirēnikós (1516), peaceful; 
eirēnopoiéō (1517), to make peace without necessarily effecting a change in the person 
or persons involved.

Syn.: hēsuchía (2271), quietness; galḗnē (1055), tranquility, calm.
Ant.: pólemos (4171), war; agṓn (73), fight, conflict; stenochōría (4730), narrowness 

of room, anguish, distress; sunochḗ (4928), restrained anxiety; mérimna (3308), 
distraction, anxiety; phóbos (5401), fear; tarachḗ (5016), disturbance; súgchusis (4799), 
confusion; thórubos (2351), disturbance, tumult, uproar; schísma (4978), split, division, 
schism; máchē (3163), fight, strife.

****

Our text today is referring to John the Baptist’s ministry of preparing the way for Jesus, the light. 
Zechariah had been dumb (unable to speak) for the whole pregnancy of his wife Elizabeth.
Jesus is the rising sun. (cf. Mal. 4)

There’s a purpose for the light. 

Jesus shines on us to save us from the darkness.
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Evangelism is not hard––just keep the fire burning and put it in the darkness where people can 
see and find it. 

The cost of seeing. They threw the former blind man out of the synagogue (John 9).

Growth happens in the wilderness (Luke 1:80)

Hanukkah. Fight for your temple. Take your temple back. Rededicate your temple by cleansing it 
and re-firing and reestablishing the light. 

****

Hanukkah (sometimes transliterated Chanukkah) is a Jewish holiday celebrated for eight days 
and nights. It starts on the 25th of the Jewish month of Kislev, which coincides with late 
November-late December on the secular calendar.
In Hebrew, the word "hanukkah" means "dedication." The name reminds us that this holiday 
commemorates the re-dedication of the holy Temple in Jerusalem following the Jewish victory 
over the Syrian-Greeks in 165 B.C.E.
You might also like: Celebrating Hanukkah with Children
The Hanukkah Story
In 168 B.C.E. the Jewish Temple was seized by Syrian-Greek soldiers and dedicated to the 
worship of the god Zeus. This upset the Jewish people, but many were afraid to fight back for 
fear of reprisals. Then in 167 B.C.E. the Syrian-Greek emperor Antiochus made the observance 
of Judaism an offense punishable by death. He also ordered all Jews to worship Greek gods.
Jewish resistance began in the village of Modiin, near Jerusalem. Greek soldiers forcibly 
gathered the Jewish villages and told them to bow down to an idol, then eat the flesh of a pig – 
both practices that are forbidden to Jews. A Greek officer ordered Mattathias, a High Priest, to 
acquiesce to their demands, but Mattathias refused. When another villager stepped forward and 
offered to cooperate on Mattathias' behalf, the High Priest became outraged. He drew his sword 
and killed the villager, then turned on the Greek officer and killed him too. His five sons and the 
other villagers then attacked the remaining soldiers, killing all of them.
Mattathias and his family went into hiding in the mountains, where other Jews wishing to fight 
against the Greeks joined them. Eventually they succeeded in retaking their land from the 
Greeks. These rebels became known as the Maccabees, or Hasmoneans.
Once the Maccabees had regained control they returned to the Temple in Jerusalem. By this 
time it had been spiritually defiled by being used for the worship of foreign gods and also by 
practices such as sacrificing swine. Jewish troops were determined to purify the Temple by 
burning ritual oil in the Temple’s menorah for eight days. But to their dismay, they discovered 
that there was only one day's worth of oil left in the Temple. They lit the menorah anyway and to 
their surprise the small amount of oil lasted the full eight days.
This is the miracle of the Hanukkah oil that is celebrated every year when Jews light a special 
menorah known as a hanukkiyah for eight days. One candle is lit on the first night of Hanukkah, 
two on the second, and so on, until eight candles are lit. You can learn more about the 
hanukkiyah in the article: What Is a Hanukkiyah?
Significance of Hanukkah
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According to Jewish law, Hanukkah is one of the less important Jewish holidays. However, 
Hanukkah has become much more popular in modern practice because of its proximity to 
Christmas.
Hanukkah falls on the twenty-fifth day of the Jewish month of Kislev. Since the Jewish calendar 
is lunar based, every year the first day of Hanukkah falls on a different day – usually sometime 
between late November and late December. Because many Jews live in predominately 
Christian societies, over time Hanukkah has become much more festive and Christmas-like. 
Jewish children receive gifts for Hanukkah – often one gift for each of the eight nights of the 
holiday. Many parents hope that by making Hanukkah extra special their children won't feel left 
out of all the Christmas festivities going on around them. 
Hanukkah Traditions
Every community has its unique Hanukkah traditions, but there are some traditions that are 
almost universally practiced. They are: lighting the hanukkiyah, spinning the dreidel and eating 
fried foods. 

•
• Lighting the hanukkiyah: Every year it is customary to commemorate the miracle 

of the Hanukkah oil by lighting candles on a hanukkiyah. The hanukkiyah is lit every night for 
eight nights. Learn more about the hanukkiyah in: What Is a Hanukkiyah? | How to Light the 
Hanukkah Menorah | Hanukkah Candle Lighting Blessings.

•
• Spinning the dreidel: A popular Hanukkah game is spinning the dreidel, which is 

a four-sided top with Hebrew letters written on each side. Read The Hanukkah Dreidel to learn 
more about the dreidel, the meaning of the letters and how to play the game. Gelt, which are 
chocolate coins covered with tin foil, are part of this game.

•
• Eating fried foods: Because Hanukkah celebrates the miracle of oil, it is 

traditional to eat fried foods such as latkes and sufganiyot during the holiday. Latkes are 
pancakes made out of potatoes and onions, which are fried in oil and then served with 
applesauce. Sufganiyot (singular: sufganiyah) are jelly-filled donuts that are fried and 
sometimes dusted with confectioners’ sugar before eating. Learn more about Hanukkah food 
traditions: Hanukkah Food Traditions | What Is a Latke?

•
In addition to these customs, there are also many fun ways to celebrate Hanukkah with kids. 
Check out this article for more about traditional and modern ways to celebrate the holiday: 
Hanukkah Traditions for Kids
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