
The Power of a Praying Church
Discussion Guide

Sunday, 30 June 2013

“All the time that Peter was under heavy guard in the jailhouse, the church prayed for 
him most strenuously” (Acts 12:5, The Message)

Text: Acts 12:1-19; Main Thought: In Acts 12:1-19 we see the power of prayer. Peter 
was in a hopeless situation, but the church was earnestly praying. As a result, Peter 
miraculously escapes prison. We should realize our prayers are powerful too.

1) Read Acts 12:1-19. Sum up the story in your own words. What jumps out to you 
about this story?

2) What do you think God is teaching us about prayer in this passage? Read James 
5:16. What similarities do you see in James 5:16 and Acts 12? Why do you think 
confession to each other is an important part of effective prayer?

3) Acts 12:5 says the church prayed earnestly. Describe what you think earnest prayer 
is? Do you think there is different kinds of praying? What do you think is the 
difference between lazy prayer and fervent prayer? Read Luke 18:1-8

4) Read Matthew 18:19-20. What does Jesus teach us about the power of agreeing 
prayer? Why do you think it’s powerful when two or three come together to ask the 
Father for something? Do you think you can put this kind of prayer into practice 
more? How do you think it will help you and others?

5) Read Acts 1:14. What happened when the early church prayed together? (see. Acts 
2:1-4). Why do you think the early church devoted themselves to prayer? (Acts 2:42). 
What did the early church pray for? (Acts 4:23-31). What motivates you to pray?

6) Read John 15:5-17. How does Jesus teach us our prayers can be effective? How 
should his teaching change the way we pray? (also see, 1 John 5:14-15)

7) Notice Paul’s example of prayer in 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3. What can we learn from 
how he prayed?

8) In conclusion, end by putting prayer into practice. Ask God for both big and little 
things. Also, spend time thanking, praising, waiting and confessing.
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