
The Reliability of Scripture
Discussion Guide

Sunday, 23 June 2013
!
“We couldn’t be more sure of what we saw and heard––God’s glory, God’s voice. The 
prophetic Word was confirmed to us. You’ll do well to keep focusing on it. It’s the one 
light you have in a dark time as you wait for daybreak and the rising of the Morning Star 
in your hearts” (2 Peter 1:19, The Message).

Text: 2 Peter 1:16-21 (also, Acts 11); Main Thought: The message of the Bible and of 
Jesus Christ is not a cleverly devised story as some may think. Peter was an 
eyewitness of Jesus’ power and glory. But even more than that, God has given us his 
written Word that prophesies well beforehand Jesus’ coming and power. God said it, 
recorded it and did it––so we can be sure of its reliability. 

1) Read 2 Peter 1:16-18. How does Peter describe himself and the other apostles? 
What is an eyewitness and why are they important in a court of law? Read 
Deuteronomy 19:14-21. What does God teach us about the importance of a witness 
in these verses? What happens to a false witness? 

2) Read Luke 9:28-36 (this is the experience Peter is referring to in 2 Peter 1:16-18). 
What stands out to you in this passage? Why is Jesus’ transfiguration critical for our 
faith? What is the Father telling us about his Son?

3) Read 2 Peter 1:19-21. What connection do you find between Peter’s experience and 
the Scripture that came before him? What does Peter tell us about the reliability of 
Scripture? 

4) What metaphor (image) does Peter use to describe the Scripture? (2 Pet. 1:19). 
Explain the similarities in the metaphor? How does the Scripture help us when we are 
in darkness? See also, Psalm 119:105, 130.

5) How can you use God’s Word as a light?
 
6) How does Isaiah say we should test what is true? (Isa. 8:19-20). Do you see the 
connection between Isaiah 8:19-20 and 2 Pet. 1:19-21? Why do you think people seek 
guidance from psychics and why is it dangerous?

7) Read 2 Peter 1:20-21. Why is the Scripture reliable? Who is the source of Scripture? 
Why do you think the written word is needed? Why can’t experience or our own 
opinions be our guide?

8) Read 2 Timothy 3:16. Who is the source of Scripture? What is it useful for? What 
does it do in our lives? Are you devoted to the Scripture daily? Explain. Pray.
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