
Reclaiming the Mouth-Gate
03 - Reclaiming the Gates

Church on the Park | Sunday, 27 Sept 2015

Text: “Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my lips” (Ps. 141:3).

Theme: When Jesus is Lord of your tongue, your mouth becomes a powerful weapon for God.

Intro: Over the last few weeks we have been doing a series on the gates to the soul. The idea 
comes from John Bunyan’s book, Holy War, where he describes the city of Mansoul as having 
five gates: the ear-gate, eye-gate, mouth-gate, nose-gate and feel-gate. The enemy tries to 
penetrate these gates to take control of the city, but after a while, God reclaims them. This week 
we will focus on the mouth-gate. The mouth is both the organ of consuming and communicating. 
God in his wisdom joined the two together––we need to eat to stay alive, and the same mouth 
we use to eat, we use to communicate. Let’s remember, the first sin had to do with the mouth––
eating the forbidden fruit. And, salvation comes through confessing with your mouth, “Jesus is 
Lord.”

1) Out of all the gates, the mouth-gate has the most power to fight the enemy (Eph. 
6:17).
• In our opening text, David describes the mouth as a gate. He prays that God would 

guard his mouth and watch over the door of his lips. 
• He knows both good and evil can come from the same mouth, both blessing and 

cursing. He is also aware that his mouth consumes things, and he does not want to eat 
the “delicacies” of the wicked.

• In an ancient city, the gates were vitally important. They kept good things in and bad 
things out. There were towers often on the sides of the gate as well as rooms for guards. 
Government and business was conducted at the gates. It was also a place of gathering 
for social reasons, and in Israel, to hear God’s Word.

• Look at the description of Jesus in Revelation 1:16: “Out of His mouth came a sharp 
two-edged sword.”
• You also can have a double-edged sword come out of your mouth––it’s God’s Word 

(Eph. 6:17)
• “And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 

God” (Eph. 6:17).
• I like how Paul orders this verse––First, salvation, then, the sword of the Spirit.

• First, you need to be saved by the Word (listening and responding in faith) and 
then you can use the Word as a sword to fight the enemy.

• See your mouth-gate as loaded with heavy artillery in its towers. This gate is loaded with 
weapons to assault the evil one when he is hanging around your walls.

• Your mouth has the potential to be the greatest weapon against the enemy. On the other 
hand, it can create of the most damage to others.
• Listen to what James says in James 3:5-12

• First, no man can tame the tongue––BUT GOD CAN. So, don’t make this verse an 
excuse for sin.

• Second, the tongue may be small, but it’s powerful.
• Third, God doesn’t want both blessings and cursing coming from our mouth.
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• In order for your tongue to be a blessing you need to let God reclaim it, and this means 
God purifying your heart.

• The Pharisees were very concerned about the food they ate––that they would not 
consume anything unclean. But Jesus was more concerned about what came out of their 
mouths. He was concerned about the heart and what your soul consumes. (Matt 15:8-20)

2) Praise is like the heavy artillery on the mouth-gate (Acts 16:22-30).
• There is a close connection between praise and gates in Scripture. 

• “And Hezekiah appointed the divisions of the priests and the Levites…to minister and to 
give thanks and to praise in the gates of the camp of the Lord” (2 Chron. 31:2).

• Isa 60:18 - “Violence will not be heard again in your land, Nor devastation or destruction 
within your borders; But you will call your walls salvation, and your gates praise.”

• “Enter His gates with thanksgiving And His courts with praise. Give thanks to Him, 
bless His name” (Ps 100:4).

• It was praising God that began my turn around with acute sinusitis. I had been praying, 
but once I started praising it made a huge difference.
• I read this quote by Derek Prince that inspired me: “If the devil has ever troubled you, let 

me tell you this: You can trouble him a lot more than he troubles you when you learn to 
praise and glorify the Lord Jesus Christ in his presence. He hates it. It embarrasses him, 
he’ll go somewhere else.” (Derek Prince)

• The power of praise in your prison: Acts 16:22-30
• Praise your way out of the pit. When David was in a pit he praised his way out of it. 
• Praise opens prison gates and sets, not only yourself free, but others.
• Nothing chases the devil away like praising God. 
• Praise is like a dog-whistle to the devil. Praise enough and the enemy will run for 

shelter. It’s like nails across a blackboard to him.
• Praise makes the whole environment around you safe and secure––it drives away the 

darkness.
• “Let the praise of God be in their mouths and a double-edged sword in their 

hands” (Ps 149:6).
• “I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth” (Ps 

34:1).
• Open up the gates of praise

3) Reclaim your mouth-gate to keep the city of your soul safe and secure (Ps 34:1).
• Reclaim your mouth-gate by putting these five ‘P’ words into practice.
• 1 - Praise - Praise God always in all ways. (Ps 34:1)
• 2 - Prayer & Meditation - Prayer that feeds on the word of Christ (Matt. 4:4, John 6)

• One of the main Hebrew words for meditate is to speak to yourself in a low whisper 
(murmur)

• 3 - Preach. Preach first to yourself & your situation. Then, to others out of love and 
gentleness. (2 Tim. 4:1-5)

• 4 - Promote. Promote your brothers and sisters. Use your tongue to bless and promote 
others, rather than pull them down. (1 Thes. 5:11)

• 5 - Purify. Purify your heart through confessing your sins to God (John 1:19). If the heart is 
pure, then your mouth will be pure and powerful in God too. “Out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth speaks.
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Conclusion: Realise mouth is a powerful weapon for God and reclaim it through praise, prayer, 
preaching, promoting your family in God and purifying your heart.
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END NOTES

Gates Word Study

2437    .I. Assumed root of the following (šʿr) ׁשער

2437a .gate (šaʿar) שַׁעַר
2437b .gatekeeper, porter (šōʿēr) ׁשֹעֵר

 Gate. This noun has cognates in Ugaritic, Arabic, and Phoenician. The .(šaʿar) שַׁעַר
root idea is “to split open” (so the verb in Ethiopic), “to break through” (so the Arabic). 
Two other words are sometimes translated “gate” petaḥ and delet. The former actually 
means “entrance,” from the verb meaning “to open.” The latter refers to the “door 
leaves” making up part of the gate. šaʿar refers to the whole gate complex and to the 
open area on either side of it.

The šaʿar “gate” was of course the means of controlled access to a walled city. 
Depending on its size a city had varying numbers of gates, but always one main 
gate which often consisted of an outer and an inner gate (II Sam 18:24) and sometimes 
three or four doors, such as the Solomonic gateways at Hazor, Gezer, and Megiddo. 
The doors were generally wood, often covered with metal (Ps 107:16; Isa 45:2). They 
were secured by great bars, often of iron (Ps 107:16). The gate complex often had 
rooms at the sides for the guards. Second Samuel 18:24 speaks of a room above the 
gate. Towers also were built to strengthen the defense of the gate (II Chr 26:9) 
which was closed at night (Josh 2:5; Neh 7:3). In some passages the word refers to the 
gate of the temple, as in II Kgs 15:35; Jer 36:10; Ezk 9:2.

The city gate was extremely important in the life of the people, for social, 
administrative, and business intercourse took place there. The Ugaritic literature 
gives an interesting parallel here, “He (Daniel) sits in front of the gate, by the dignitaries 
who are on the threshing floor” (2Aqht 5.6–7). I Kgs 22:10 says, “The king of Israel and 
Jehoshaphat king of Judah were sitting, each on his throne—at the threshing floor at the 
entrance of the gate of Samaria.” Here kings as well as city elders sat to administer 
justice (Deut 21:19; Josh 20:4). When Absalom laid the groundwork for his insurrection, 
it was at the gate where he intercepted the people who were coming to see the king (II 
Sam 15:2). It was considered an honor to sit among the elders at the gate (Prov 31:23).

The square (often a threshing floor) in front of the gate was the most natural 
congregating place, and it was here that the prophets frequently spoke to the 
people (II Kgs 7:1; Jer 17:19–20; 36:10) and to kings (I Kgs 22:10). It was here that 
Ezra read and explained the Law to the Jews in Neh 8:1, 3. Legal transactions also took 
place here (Ruth 4:1; Gen 23:10, 18), and it served as a marketplace as well (II Kgs 
7:1).
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The process of the administration of justice was frequently referred to as “at the 
gate.” Thus Prov 22:22 “(do not) crush the afflicted at the gate” (NASB). Amos 5:15 calls 
for “justice in the gate.” By metonymy the gate represents the whole city in Gen 
22:17 and 24:60, in which Abraham is promised that his seed will possess the 
gate of his enemies. As a symbol of the means of access or entrance, gate is used in 
expressions such as “gate of death” (Ps 9:13 [H 14]), “gate of the Lord” (Ps 118:20), and 
“gate of heaven” (Gen 28:17).

[It is of interest that the descriptions and measurements of the gates of the courts of 
the temple in Ezk 40 accord in general with the Solomonic gateways unearthed in 
Megiddo, Hazor and Gezer. r.l.h.]

“Those who enter the gate” (Gen 23:10) refer, according to Speiser, BASOR 144:20–
23, to those that have a voice in community affairs. “Those who go out the gate” in Gen 
34:24 refers, according to Speiser, to those capable of bearing arms.

 Gatekeeper, porter. This is a participial form meaning “one who is .(šôʿēr) ׁשֹועֵר
occupied with the gate,” that is, the gatekeeper or guard. It is used of the gatekeeper of 
the city in II Kgs 7:10–11, but otherwise mostly of the temple gatekeepers (I Chr 9:17–
26; Neh 7:1).

Bibliography: Barabas, S., “Gate,” in ZPEB. Easton, B. S., “Gate,” in ISBE. Pope, M., 
Job in AB, p. 186. Riiger, H. P., “Das Tor des Konigs,” in Bib 50:247–50. Schoors, A., in 
Ras Shamra Parallels, 146, Rome: Pontifical Biblical Institute, 1972. Speiser, E. A., 
BASOR 144:20–23. Wright, G. E., Biblical Archaeology, pp. 74, 129, 132, 133, 135, 
156, 163.

H.J.A.

Mouth Word Study

1738    .mouth (peh) ּפֶה

This word appears almost 500 times in the ot, most frequently in Ps (sixty-six times) 
and Prov (fifty-six times). Some preliminary observations on the various uses of peh 
may first be noticed. (1) Primarily as an organ of speech (a) for God, (ca. 50 times) only 
in Ps 18:8 [H 9] (=II Sam 22:9), and perhaps in Job 37:2, is God’s mouth something 
other than an organ of speech. (b) for man; (c) for animals (Num 22:28). (2) Less 
frequently, an organ for eating and drinking (Ezk 3:3, inter alia). (3) Mouth as “opening/
outlet/ aperture/entrance” for example, of a well (Gen 29:2); a sack (Gen 42:27); a cave 
(Josh 10:18); a city (Prov 8:3); “edge” of a sword (Gen 34:26). (4) In phrases such as 
pehʾ eḥād “with one accord” (Josh 9:2); peh ʾel peh “mouth to mouth” (Num 12:8); peh 
lāpeh “from one end to another” (II Kgs 10:21); (5) peh with prefixed prepositions; 
“according to (kĕpî) his service” (Num 7:5); “according to (lĕpî) the multitude of 
years” (Lev 25:16); (6) peh in fractional units: peh šĕnayim (Deut 21:17; II Kgs 2:9; Zech 
13:8). This particular phrase has been translated two ways—“a double portion” or “two-
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thirds,” which is more correct. Hence, Elisha asks not for a “double portion” of Elijah’s 
power and gift but for two-thirds.

We can now look at how peh is applied to God, then to man. Approximately fifty 
times the ot speaks of God’s mouth. The God of the ot is a God who speaks. His voice 
has not been muted. Interestingly, in all but two passages it is in God’s capacity as the 
Lord that he speaks. Lamentations 3:38 uses the phrase mippî ʿelyon “out of the mouth 
of the most High.” II Chr 35:22 informs us that the saintly king Josiah met his death 
because he refused to listen to the words of the Pharoah “from the mouth of 
God” (mippî ʾĕlōhîm).

Most prominent is the phrase ʿal pî yhwh, “according to the mouth (=commandment) 
of the Lord.” It occurs twenty-four times, eighteen in Num plus Ex 17:1; Lev 24:12; Deut 
34:5; Josh 19:50; 22:9; II Kgs 24:3. Note the heavy concentration of this phrase in the 
Pentateuch. When God speaks he speaks with authority and finality. God’s speech is 
also prophetic speech as is illustrated in references from the prophets (Isa 1:20; 40:5; 
62:2; Jer 9:11; etc.). Thus, the prophet’s word is not his own concoction. He becomes 
God’s mouth (cf. Jer 15:19). In God’s mouth there is also a creative word;Ps 33:6 and 
Deut 8:3 (live on what comes from the mouth of God).

In Ps and the wisdom literature the uses of peh refer predominantly to man’s mouth, 
not God’s. The mouth is the external manifestation of one’s character and disposition. 
The mouth is the organ through which one’s relationship to God is ascertained. Obvious 
here is the oft repeated theme of praise to God in one’s mouth (Ps 8:2–3 [H 3–4]; 34:1 
[H 2]), or a prayer that God may guard the believer’s mouth (Ps 142:3).

Bibliography: Couroyer, B., “ ‘Mettre sa main sur sa bouche’ en Egypte et dans la 
Bible,” RB 67:197–209. Dahood, M., “Hebrew-Ugaritic Lexicography VIII,” Bib 51:391–
404, esp. pp. 395–96. Meek, Theophile J., “Archaeology and a Point in Hebrew Syntax,” 
BASOR 122:31–33. Richardson, TWB, p. 156. Weiss, K., “Stoma” in TDNT, VII, pp. 
692–701. THAT, II, pp. 406–10.

V.P.H.

 Hamilton, V. P. (1999). 1738 פֶּה. R. L. Harris, G. L. Archer Jr., & B. K. Waltke (Eds.), 
Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament (electronic ed., p. 718). Chicago: Moody Press. 

Various Thoughts

Out of all the gates, this gate has the most power to fight the enemy.

This gate has a road that leads right to the heart of the city.

“The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it, eat its fruits”

Gates, towers and rooms.
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Praise opened up the gates in the book of acts.

Samson mouth betrayed him, letting the enemy in.

The first sin had to do with eating the fruit of the knowledge of good and evil. Once Adam and 
Eve opened their mouth and ate the fruit they fell.

2 Chron. 8:14 - Gatekeepers

Praise is the heavy artillery on the gates.

There is a close connection between gates and praise in Scripture.

cf. Ps. 9:13-14

My testimony about beginning to recover from acute sinusitis. I began praising.

The mouth of the Lord.

“Man does not live by bread alone but on every word that proceeds from the mouth of 
God” (Deu. 8; Matt 4, get specific version)

“Unless you eat my flesh and drink my blood you have no life in you.”

Jesus is the Word you need to eat daily.

How to Reclaim the Mouth-Gate

1) Praise
2) Prayer - Listening Prayer, where you feed on God’s Word, Christ
3) Practice Meditation - the word in your mouth
4) Preach. First to yourself. Then, to others. Out of love and gentleness.
5) Promote your brothers and sisters.Use your mouth to build others up rather than tear them 

down. Forget gossip and minister the Gospel to your friends.

“Who has made man’s mouth?” (Exo. 4:11)

“With him I speak mouth to mouth” (Num. 12:8)

Through your ears you submit to God and through your mouth you resist the devil.

The modern gates of a city are through airports, roads, harbors, internet, telephone,TV and 
radio.
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