
Behold
03 - The Mystery of God: The Gospel of John

Sunday, 02 FEB 2014 | Church on the Park

Text: John 1:29-34

Theme: When you really see Jesus you are truly changed from the inside out.

Intro: In our last message from the Gospel of John, we were with John the Baptist in the 
Jordan. The Jewish leaders were rigorously questioning him, as if he was on trial, 
wondering why he was baptizing. John the Baptist made it clear he was not the 
Messiah, rather he came as a witness to the Light of the Messiah. Despite John’s 
testimony the Jewish leaders could not comprehend the Light. Today, we see John the 
Baptist having a face-to-face encounter with the Light he was preparing the way for. And 
we will especially focus on one declaration of John: “Behold [Look], the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sins of the world” (John 1:29). We will break this statement down so 
that we can digest it and understand how revolutionary it is.

1) Seeing Jesus is the first step to escaping the corruption of the world and being 
transformed. (John 1:29)
• John the Baptist, the model of ministry. 

• Karl Barth’s painting
• BEHOLD
• When you read this passage in the original Greek, the writer, the apostle John, 

really takes you into the story because he uses the present tense.
• Most of our translations use the past tense, ie. “saw” and “said”
• But if it is translated grammatically correct it is actually “see” and “says”
• When hearing it, you get the sense that you are right there, at the Jordan, 

watching John the Baptist immerse people, your feet standing in the edge of 
the banks of the river. All of the sudden, Jesus passes by and John cries out, 
“Behold!” Those words resound in your ears, filling your soul. 

• “Behold” is one of the most important words of Scripture.
• *My day on Friday, coming home and taking the wrong train because I was not 

beholding. Then, losing my laptop. Prayer and instant finding. Car running out of 
batteries last night. Prayer and instant RACQ.

• There are two types of seeing in Scripture: 1) natural seeing, and 2) spiritual 
seeing, seeing with the eyes of the heart.

• This makes all the difference between dead religion and living faith
• During Jesus day, someone could have followed Jesus for three years, going 

everywhere he went and hearing everything he said, and still not have SEEN 
Jesus. 

• The curtain and the mystery - the game show - what’s behind the curtain will 
change your life
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• Real seeing, beyond the natural, is transformative––it changes you from the 
inside out. Real seeing is an encounter, a revelation. Isaiah had this type of 
seeing when God showed him the vision in the temple with the Lord seated on the 
throne. 

• The whole first chapter of John is filled with frequent words regarding “seeing.”
• One of John’s major themes is seeing Christ and the Kingdom. 

• Light and seeing goes together.
• This is why he talks about the light. In John’s introduction he uses the word 

light seven times and I don’t believe he is doing that by accident.
• He is relating the story of Jesus to Genesis. The coming of Jesus is a new 

Genesis and just as the story of Genesis begins with seven days of light, 
so John’s story begins with seven days of light. 

• There is also a major conflict between the light and darkness (John’s Day 
One, John 1:19-28). The darkness does not understand the light. John’s 
Gospel separates the light from the darkness.

• 2 Cor 3:18; 2 Pet. 1:4

2) Just as the nation of Israel began (had its Genesis) with a lamb, so God’s 
people have their beginning with receiving the Lamb of God. (John 1:29)
• To call someone a lamb is peculiar, it may even be seen as an insult. But the Lamb 

of God is something quite altogether different.
• Imagine the title the Lamb of Wall Street. The Lamb does not sound like a 

powerful image. 
• My dad just retired from a lifetime of work on Wall Street. If I was able to I’d like 

to write a book, The Lamb of Wall Street: How a Brooklyn Boy Survive the 
Boom without Going Bust.

• I want to make clear that I strongly recommend NOT seeing the Wolf of 
Wall Street.

• The Greek word is amnos, meaning not just any lamb, but a sacrificial lamb
• Why the lamb? The lamb reminds us of innocence and youth. It brings to our 

mind potential.
• Nobody really wants to sacrifice a lamb, their too nice, cute and innocent. 
• And yet, the sacrifice of a lamb was necessary for salvation in Israel’s history.

• “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins” (Heb. 9:22; 
Lev. 17:11)

• *Picture a spring night in Israel around 3500 years ago. The moon is full and the 
air is chilly, but not too cold. You have a sense that God is going to do something 
big but not too sure exactly what. You only know that your deliverance is coming 
soon.

• Then, God says choose a lamb, a perfect lamb without defect, sacrifice it and put 
its blood on your doorposts. This blood is going to distinguish you from the 
Egyptians and it’s going to be the doorway to your salvation. God says, “I will kill 
the firstborn of every household that does not have the sign of the blood.” (Exo. 
11:4-7; 12:1-13)
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• The sign of the blood on the doorpost was a sign that you were different from the 
world, that you were one of God’s children. It was a sign of protection. The lamb 
died instead of the strength of your household, the firstborn male.

3) The real problem with the world is sin and the Lamb of God deals with the root 
of the problem (John 1:29)
• “who takes away the sins of the world”
• This is prophesying Jesus’ ministry and death
• Jesus dies as a substitute just like the passover lamb and the sacrificial lamb 

offered evening and morning in the temple.
• Isaiah 53
• *Abraham, Isaac and the Lamb (Gen. 22:1-19)
• God doesn’t promise you heaven and leave you in a pit of dung––Jesus’ death 

takes away both the penalty and power of sin. The presence of sin will only be 
completely removed from us when Jesus returns.

Conclusion: Today, let the Father open your eyes to see the Lamb and how powerful 
his sacrifice is. His blood was absolutely necessary for your sins to be taken away. Have 
you allowed God to take away your sins and have you chosen not to go back to them?
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