
The Stunning Gospel
02 - Living the Simple Gospel

Church on the Park | Sunday, 30 OCT 2016

Text: “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil 1:2).

Theme: It is by grace that you are saved and begin your race. It is by grace that you stay on track 
and continue to run your race. And it is by grace that you finish your race in victory.

Intro: Last week we started a new series, ‘Living the Simple Gospel.’ It’s all about Paul’s letter to 
the Philippians. The Gospel is simple––it can be summed up in one word: Jesus. But this simple 
Gospel has nuclear power, bringing life and transformation wherever it is believed and lived. 
Today, I want to focus on a verse in Philippians that is very easy to overlook. We usually read over 
it and think nothing of it. But if you stop and plugged into Philippians 1:2, you will experience God’s 
power in these two words: grace and peace. Grace and peace are attributes of God (descriptions 
of who he is) as well as gifts that he gives his children. These two words are simple, and yet 
stunning when you are struck by their beauty and power. Specifically, this week we will focus on 
grace and the next week on peace.

1) Your new life begins with God’s grace finding you (Luke 19:10). 
• Just like Paul begins his letter with grace, your Christian life only starts when you receive 

God’s grace (Eph 2:8-9).
• In starting his letter to the Philippians, Paul transforms the standard opening greeting of the 

letters of his day. 
• He takes what was normal in his culture––a greeting––but fills it with the message of the 

Gospel.
•  Greeks commonly used a form of the word ‘grace’ to greet one another. Jews greeted 

one another (and still do) with the word peace/shalom. 
• Paul takes advantage of both of these. 

• Just like the Gospel can be summed up in the name, Jesus, it can also be summed up 
into two more words, ‘grace and peace.’

• You begin your Christian life with grace. You are not worthy, but Jesus bends down and lifts 
you out of the pit of sin and death (Ps 30:3-5). He has favour on you, forgiving you, 
showering you with his mercy and love. He washes you and cleanses you.
• Do you remember when God’s grace first found you? If you don’t ask for the Father to reveal 

his grace to you.
•  I’d like us to look at three examples of God’s grace: 1) The woman caught in adultery, 2) 

Zaccheus and 3) Paul:
•  Like the woman caught in adultery, he stands between you and the hostility of the law and 

the world, chasing away your accusers and saying “I do not condemn you” (John 8:1-11). 
That’s what salvation is. 

• Zaccheus is another example of Jesus’ grace (Luke 19:1-10).
• Everyone needs God’s grace: rich and poor, well-known sinners and morally upright 

people. 
• Without a personal relationship with Jesus, you are lost.

• And here’s the thing: you don’t realise how lost you are until you are found. 
• In order to understand what Paul means by grace, we also need to look at his own 

experience of grace (Acts 9:1-19). 
• When Paul said, “Grace to you,” what did he mean? His understanding of grace came from 

his own personal encounter with Jesus.
• First, What was Paul like before grace? Acts 8:1-3
• Then, how was he after?
• Why is this so important? There’s many that are making grace like fast food. 
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• We are even trying to sell Jesus and miracles like hamburgers. We run in grab it, 
consume it and go on to the the next thing.

• Let’s watch for greasy grace. The type of grace that is like the grease on the floors of a fast 
food restaurant that serves cheap food.
• It’s very easy to slip on cheap grace teaching. Much of the church today is celebrating a 

perverted form of grace––it’s a fatty cheese burger rather than the bread of life. 
• Grace is not a ballerina, prancing around and pirouetting in a play. Grace is a lion that roars 

and reclaims the wild of your life. It comes with authority chasing away the beasts, both the 
beasts without and the beasts within.
• In all these stories we see that grace is an encounter with Jesus that changes you. 

• Grace that entertains you and leaves you the same is no grace at all.
• Grace will surprise, stun and startle you, but it will also save you. 

• Grace stuns before it soothes. Grace is God’s hand grabbing hold of you and keeping a 
tight grip on you.

2) It’s the grace of God that will sustain you in your race toward Jesus (Phil. 1:7).
• Paul begins his letter speaking of grace (1:2), then affirms the Philippians that they are “all 

partakers of grace with” (1:7) him and then ends his letter with “The grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ be with your spirit” (4:23). This is a great overview of what the Christian life is.

• The same grace that you received at salvation now needs to be your daily bread. 
• You don’t begin your Christian life with grace and then perfect it through your own works. 

You need to partake in grace, which is God’s power, help and work, everyday.
•  All of your works as a believer are to be supernaturally empowered by God’s grace. Grace = 

power. 
• *1 Cor. 15:8-10 - “By the grace of God I am what I am”
• The story of the hungry lady with the bag of chips
• Paul is an example of God’s grace and patience (1 Tim. 1:12-17).

• The grace of God is rooted in the cross, the blood that was shed to deal with your sin and 
wash it from you.
• It is “from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ” who died for you.

• Eddie’s testimony
• God’s grace means God is at work within you, changing your will and working through you 

(Phil 2:12-13)
• God’s grace teaches you (Titus 2:11-15).

3) You will only finish your race through God’s grace (Phil. 4:23, Phil. 3:12-14).
• You begin your race with grace and you finish through grace. Paul ends his letter with “The 

grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit” (Phil 4:23). 
• He knows that its only through grace that you will make it. He knows you may fall and need 

grace to get you back up again. 
• He also knows that grace will keep you from falling. It takes grace to hear, understand and 

live God’s Word.
• It takes grace to persevere. It takes grace to live a life ‘worthy of the gospel’ (Phil 1:27).

• When Jesus first got a grip on Paul (apprehended, assaulted and arrested him), Paul asked 
two questions that kept him moving forward for his whole life (Context: Phil 3:4-11).
• These two questions are like two axles on a chariot or car. They keep you going forward in 

your walk.
• Paul asks a question that becomes part of the core of his daily pursuit. “Who are You, 

Lord?” (Phil 3).
• This is critical because before grace stunned him, he though he knew God.
• Now, this question becomes his life’s pursuit.
• He tells all of us that are mature to have this attitude.

• In the beginning of your Christian walk it seems that grace is all about you, but as you 
mature it becomes all about God.

• Second, “What shall I do, Lord?” (Acts 22:6-11).
• This is why he opens up with “Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus.”

© Copyrighted by Glen Gerhauser, 2016



• This is a question that a servant asks.
• It is through constant servanthood that you will finish your race.

• You don’t believe me?
• Why does Jesus say in his parable, picturing the end, “Well-done good and faithful 

servant.”

Conclusion: Grace is what begins, sustains and empowers you to finish your race. Grace is an 
encounter with Jesus. Grace stuns and shocks you. But it also saves, soothes and strengthens you 
so that you can be a finisher, not just a starter.
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END NOTES

Philippians 1:2. Paul here Christianizes a customary ancient greeting form (see comment 
on Rom 1:7).

Romans 1:7. “Saints” or “those who have been set apart” goes back to the Old Testament 
image of God’s people as set apart for himself. Like Paul (see comment on 1:1), they too 
are “called” (1:6–7); Paul embraces them as fellow heirs in the mission, not as inferiors.

The standard Greek greeting was “greetings” (chairein—Jas 1:1) a Greek term 
related to “grace” (charis); Jewish people greeted one another with “peace,” and 
Jewish letters often began, “Greetings and peace.” Paul adapts this standard greeting, 
a well-wishing, into a Christian prayer: “The grace and peace of God and Jesus be with 
you.” (On “wish-prayers” see comment on 1 Thess 3:11.) Placing the Father and Jesus on 
equal footing as providers of grace and peace elevated Jesus above the role given to any 
mere human in most of Judaism. “Father” was also a title for God in Judaism (usually “our 
Father”).

 Keener, C. S. (1993). The IVP Bible background commentary: New Testament (Ro 1:7). Downers 
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. 

 Keener, C. S. (1993). The IVP Bible background commentary: New Testament (Php 1:2). Downers 
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. 

*** 

Word Study - ‘Partakers’

 4790. συγκοινωνέω sugkoinōnéō; contracted sugkoinōnṓ, fut. sugkoinōnḗsō, from sún (4862), 
with, and koinōnéō (2841), to partake. To participate in something with someone. In the NT, only 
with a dat. of the thing, as a strengthened form of koinōnéō, to have in common (Eph. 5:11; Phil. 
4:14 [cf. 4:15]; Rev. 18:4). To be a partaker or sharer together with others, a fellow or joint partaker 
(Rom. 11:17; 1 Cor. 9:23; Phil. 1:7; Rev. 1:9).

Syn.: summerízomai (4829), to share jointly.
 
4791. συγκοινωνός sugkoinōnós; gen. sugkoinōnoú, masc.–fem. noun from koinōnós 
(2844), a companion, partner. A partaker together with others, a fellow or joint partaker, a 
sharer with someone (Rom. 11:17; 1 Cor. 9:23; Phil. 1:7). With en (1722), in, (Rev. 1:9).

Syn.: summétochos (4830), a fellow partaker.

 Zodhiates, S. (2000). The complete word study dictionary: New Testament (electronic ed.). 
Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers. 

Word Study - ‘Grace’

 v. A primitive root [compare 2583]; TWOT 694, 695; GK 2858 [/chanan /khaw·nan] חָנַן, חָנַן 2603
and 2859; 78 occurrences; AV translates as “mercy” 16 times, “gracious” 13 times, “merciful” 12 
times, “supplication” 10 times, “favour” seven times, “besought” four times, “pity” four times, “fair” 
once, “favourable” once, “favoured” once, and translated miscellaneously nine times. 1 to be 
gracious, show favour, pity. 1a (Qal) to show favour, be gracious. 1b (Niphal) to be pitied. 1c (Piel) 
to make gracious, make favourable, be gracious. 1d (Poel) to direct favour to, have mercy on. 1e 
(Hophal) to be shown favour, be shown consideration. 1f (Hithpael) to seek favour, implore favour. 
2 to be loathsome.
© Copyrighted by Glen Gerhauser, 2016



 Strong, J. (1995). Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon. Woodside Bible Fellowship.

694 .I, be gracious; pity; in Hithpael stem to beseech, implore (ḥānan) חָנַן
Derivatives 

694a .favor, grace (ḥēn) חֵן
694b .freely, for nothing (ḥinnām) חִנָּם
694c .grace. Occurs only in Job 41:4 (ḥîn) חִין
694d .gracious (ḥannûn) חַּנּון
694e .favor (ḥănînâ) חֲנִינָה
694f .supplication (tĕḥinnâ) תְּחִנָּה
694g .supplication (taḥănûn) תַּחֲנּון

Cognate with Akkadian enēnu, hanānu “to grant a favor,” Ugaritic ḥnn “to be gracious, to 
favor” (UT, 19: no. 882), and Arabic ḥanna “to feel sympathy, compassion.”
It is used in the Qal stem fifty-six times, in the Hithpael seventeen times, in the Hophal once, in the 
Piel once, in the Polel twice, and in the Niphal once.

The verb ḥānan depicts a heartfelt response by someone who has something to give to one 
who has a need. Ap-Thomas’s suggestion that the verb comes from a biliteral root “to bend, to 
incline,” i.e. to condescend, is not convincing [Glen’s note: I think the picture is to bend down, to 
help and that Ap-Thomas is correct]. According to Flack the verb describes “an action from a 
superior to an inferior who has no real claim for gracious treatment.”

 Yamauchi, E. (1999). 694 חָנַן. R. L. Harris, G. L. Archer Jr., & B. K. Waltke (Eds.), Theological 
Wordbook of the Old Testament (electronic ed., p. 302). Chicago: Moody Press.

5485. χάρις cháris; gen. cháritos, fem. noun from chaírō (5463), to rejoice. Grace, particularly 
that which causes joy, pleasure, gratification, favor, acceptance, for a kindness granted or 
desired, a benefit, thanks, gratitude. A favor done without expectation of return; the absolutely 
free expression of the loving kindness of God to men finding its only motive in the bounty and 
benevolence of the Giver; unearned and unmerited favor. Cháris stands in direct antithesis to érga 
(2041), works, the two being mutually exclusive. God’s grace affects man’s sinfulness and not only 
forgives the repentant sinner, but brings joy and thankfulness to him. It changes the individual to a 
new creature without destroying his individuality (2 Cor. 5:17; Eph. 2:8, 9).

(I) Cháris, when received by faith, transforms man and causes him to love and to seek after 
the righteousness of God. Cháris is initially regeneration, the work of the Holy Spirit in 
which spiritual life is given to man and by which his nature is brought under the 
dominion of righteousness. The maintenance of this condition requires an unbroken and 
immense supply of grace. Grace remains constant in, and basic to, a believer’s fight 
without against the devil and his struggle within against sin. Renewal is stimulated and 
impelled by God’s illuminating and strengthening of the soul, and will continue and 
increase so long as the soul perseveres. God’s grace insures that those who have been 
truly regenerated will persevere until the end of life. This entire work is called 
sanctification, a work of God “whereby we are renewed in the whole man and are 
enabled more and more to die daily unto sin and to live unto righteousness” as is stated 
by the Westminster Shorter Catechism (Rom. 12:2; 2 Cor. 4:16; Eph. 4:23; Col. 3:10).

(II) Grace may also refer to the external form or manner, particularly of persons meaning 
gracefulness, elegance. In the NT only of words or discourses as gratefulness, agreeableness, 
acceptableness (Luke 4:22, “gracious words”; Eph. 4:29, “that it may minister grace unto the 
hearers” meaning what is acceptable; Col. 4:6; Sept.: Ps. 45:2).

(III) Grace also means disposition, attitude toward another, favor, goodwill, benevolence.
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(A) Generally (Luke 2:40, 52; Sept.: Ex. 33:12; Acts 2:47, “having favor with all the people”; 4:33; 
7:10; Sept.: Gen. 39:21). With heurískō (2147), to find grace or favor, pará Theṓ (pará [3844], 
before; Theṓ [2316], God), before God (Luke 1:30); enṓpion toú Theoú (enṓpion [1799], before, 
in the presence of; toú Theoú, the God), “before God” Acts 7:46; Heb. 4:16; followed by pará 
(3844), with, Sept.: Gen. 6:9; 18:3; Esth. 2:15). With katatíthēmi ([2698] followed by the dat.), to 
place down, deposit or grace with someone, meaning to lay down, or lay up favor with 
someone, gain favor (Acts 25:9). With the acc. pl. cháritas, to be in the good graces of the 
Jews (Acts 24:27). Metonymically as the object of favor, something acceptable (1 Pet. 2:19, 20, 
“this is well–pleasing to God” [a.t. {cf. Col. 3:20; 2 Tim. 2:3; 4:5}]).

(B) Of the grace, favor and goodwill of God and Christ as exercised toward men: where cháris is 
joined with eirḗnē (1515), peace, éleos (1656), mercy, and the like in salutations, including the idea 
of every kind of favor, blessing, good, as proceeding from God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ (Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:3; 2 Cor. 1:2; Gal. 1:3). Also in the introduction to most of the epistles 
(Eph. 1:2; Phil. 1:2; Col. 1:2; 1 Thess. 1:1; 2 Thess. 1:2; 1 Tim. 1:2; 2 Tim. 1:2; Titus 1:4; Phile. 1:3; 
1 Pet. 1:2; 2 Pet. 1:2; 2 John 1:3; Rev. 1:4). Also the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ in the 
benedictions at the close of most of the epistles (Rom. 16:20, 24; 1 Cor. 16:23; 2 Cor. 13:14; Gal. 
6:18). Simply with the def. art. hē cháris with equal meaning (Eph. 6:24; Col. 4:18; 1 Tim. 6:21; 
2 Tim. 4:22; Titus 3:15; Heb. 13:25). Used by Christ in Luke 6:32–34, although the kjv translates 
cháris “thank” (the nasb, nkjv, niv have “credit”); this word marks the difference between 
unbelievers and believers. Of Christ, generally (Acts 15:11 “through the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ” which indicates effective faith unto salvation (2 Cor. 8:9; 1 Tim. 1:14). Of God, generally, 
meaning the gracious feeling of approbation, benignity and love, which God exercises toward any 
of the human race [cf. II]. Of God’s unmerited favor, in the exercise of which He sovereignly and 
efficaciously confers upon sinful men the blessings of salvation. This is to be distinguished from 
His general goodness (chrēstós [5543], gentle, gracious), by which He shows favor even to the 
unthankful and wicked (Luke 6:35) in conferring on them common blessings such as the sun (Matt. 
5:45). “The word of his grace” means the gospel of the grace of God, the good news of God’s 
effective favor (Acts 14:3, 26; 20:24 [cf. Acts 15:40]). “Justified freely by His grace” refers to the 
forgiveness of sin and reconciliation to a holy God (Rom. 3:24; 5:2; 1 Cor. 15:10; 2 Cor. 1:12; 9:14; 
12:9; Gal. 1:15; Eph. 1:6; Heb. 2:9; 1 Pet. 4:10). With toú Theoú, of God, or with the like implied 
(Acts 18:27; Rom. 4:16; 11:5, 6; 12:6; 2 Thess. 2:16; Heb. 2:9, “through the gracious counsel of 
God” [a.t.]; Heb. 4:16). With en (1722), in, followed by the dat. en cháriti, referring to the gift of 
Jesus Christ (Rom. 5:15; Gal. 1:6, the grace of God through Christ).

(C) Specifically of the divine grace and favor as exercised in conferring gifts, graces and benefits 
on man (2 Cor. 4:15; 8:1; James 4:6; 1 Pet. 5:5). Particularly as manifested in the benefits 
bestowed in and through Christ and His gospel (Acts 13:43; 2 Cor. 6:1; Eph. 4:7; Phil. 1:7; 1 Pet. 
1:10, 13, “ye all are partakers of my grace” meaning “fellow partakers with me in the grace of the 
gospel” [a.t.]; Heb. 12:15; 13:9, “it is good that the heart be made steadfast in grace, not in 
meats” [a.t.] meaning in the grace of the gospel, the gospel doctrines [cf. Rom. 14:15, 17]). 
Specifically of the grace or gift of the apostleship, the apostolic office (Rom. 12:3; 15:15; 1 Cor. 
3:10; Gal. 2:9; Eph. 3:2, 8; 2 Tim. 2:1); as exhibited in the pardon of sins and admission to the 
divine kingdom, saving grace; with toú Theoú, of God (Rom. 5:15; Gal. 2:21; Titus 2:11; 3:7 
implied; 1 Pet. 3:7 “the grace of life”; 5:12; simply in Rom. 1:5; 5:2, 17, 20, 21; 6:1, 14, 15, we are 
not under law but under grace; Gal. 5:4; Eph. 2:5, 8, “by grace are you saved”; 1 Pet. 1:13); Heb. 
10:29, “the Spirit of grace,” which is the gift and earnest of divine favor.

(IV) Grace, in act and deed, favor conferred, a kindness, benefit, benefaction.

(A) Generally (Acts 25:3 in asking a favor against Paul, to be prejudiced against him, that he might 
be sent forth to Jerusalem; Rom. 4:4). Of a gift, alms (1 Cor. 16:3; 2 Cor. 8:4, 6, 7, 19).
(B) Of the various divine favors, benefits, blessings, gifts conferred on man through Christ and His 
gospel; generally (John 1:14, 16, 17; Acts 11:23; 1 Cor. 1:4; 2 Cor. 9:8; Col. 1:6; 1 Pet. 4:10; Jude 
1:4).
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(C) Metonymically for gratification or joy arising from a favor or benefit received (2 Cor. 1:15; Phile. 
1:7).

(V) Gratitude, thanks. In the acc. with échō (2192), to have. In Luke 17:9, it means that the 
employer does not owe thanks for an act not outside the realm of the farm worker’s job description. 
In 1 Tim. 1:12; 2 Tim. 1:3; Heb. 12:28, it means to give thanks, which is an acceptable service to 
God. Followed by tṓ Theṓ ([2316], God), unto God meaning thanks be unto God (Rom. 6:17; 
1 Cor. 15:57; 2 Cor. 2:14; 8:16; 9:15). In the dat. cháriti meaning with thanks, thankfully (1 Cor. 
10:30 eucharistía [2169], thankfulness or gratitude). With en (1722), in, followed by the dat. en 
cháriti (Col. 3:16, singing with thanks, thankfully in worship to the Lord).

Deriv.: charízomai (5483), to be kind to; charitóō (5487), to grace, highly honor.
Syn.: euergesía (2108), a benefit; apodochḗ (594), acceptance; eulogía (2129), a blessing; 
haplótēs (572), liberality; eucharistía (2169), thankfulness, gratitude; épainos (1868), praise; dṓron 
(1435), a gift; dōreá (1431), a free gift; dṓrēma (1434), a favor; dóma (1390), a gift; dósis (1394), a 
gift or the act of giving; chárisma (5486), a gift, the result of grace, a gift; áphesis (859), 
forgiveness.
Ant.: krísis (2920) and kríma (2917), judgment, condemnation; katákrisis (2633), condemnation, 
sentencing adversely; katákrima (2631), an adverse sentence, condemnation; timōría (5097), 
punishment; kólasis (2851), punishment, disciplinary in natur

 Zodhiates, S. (2000). The complete word study dictionary: New Testament (electronic ed.). 
Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers.

MISC Personal Notes

To understand what Paul meant by grace we need to look at his encounter with grace. 

And yet, in Jewish eyes he was one of the most righteous men. See Phil. 3:4-6. And in his own 
eyes he thinks he’s doing what is right. 

“There’s way that seems right to a man, but the end thereof is death.” (Proverbs).

This is why grace needs to stun you because men always justify their actions. I haven’t met many 
people, who when you get down to their core, think they have done wrong. Usually, they have 
some reason why, some reason they aren’t to blame. If they commit adultery, it’s because their wife  
did not meet their needs. If they steal, it’s because society is against them. If they worship idols, its 
because their parents taught them that way. Everybody blames others, until they meet true grace.

*1 Tim. 1:12-17

Acts 9:1-19

Grace takes hold of your life. You see differently. You live to please your Lord and Master. 

Grace is rooted in the cross. It flows from Jesus’ cross. Grace doesn’t overlook sin, it nails it to the 
cross. 

Grace is like a fire. Grace is like a lion. Grace is also gentle like a dove. 

Grace teaches you. Titus 2:11-15

Grace is really the fuel and bread by which you live the simple gospel. Drink daily and moment by 
moment of the Father’s grace in Jesus Christ. The Father’s favour is toward you so that you can 
overcome every obstacle to living the simple Gospel. 
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Eddie’s testimony
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