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Text: “The eye is the lamp of the body; so then if your eye is clear [healthy, sincere, without 
guile, generous], your whole body will be full of light. But if your eye is bad [evil], your whole 
body will be full of darkness. If the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the 
darkness!” (Matt. 6:22-23). 

Theme: The enemy wants to infiltrate your life through the gate of your eyes, but God wants to 
reclaim your eye-gate for his glory.

Intro: Today, I want to talk to you about your eyes and how to reclaim your eye-gate. Your soul 
is like a city and all of your senses are like gates to your soul. God created these gates for his 
purposes, but the enemy wants to infiltrate your life through your sense too. Today, you will see 
the purpose of your eyes and how from the beginning the serpent tried to corrupt them. You will 
also see how you can be healed and overcome the assault of the enemy on your eyes.

1) Your eyes are like a gate into the city of your soul (Matt. 6:22-23).
• In our opening text, Jesus teaches that your eyes are like a lamp––they both let in light to 

your body (your life) as well as let out light. 
• The focus in this text is about letting light in. 

• Another, way to say it is that they are like a gate.
• Jesus teaches us that our eyes need to be pure, healthy, sincere, without guile and 

generous. If your eyes are spiritually healthy, not allowing in the darkness of evil, your 
whole body will be filled with God’s light.
• However, if your eyes are evil, your whole body will be filled with darkness.

• Your eyes are foundational to your spiritual health.
• John Bunyan not only wrote Pilgrim’s Progress, but many different books. One of his 

books is Holy War, an allegory about the city of Mansoul. The city is almost impenetrable, 
but it has five gates. The ear-gate, the eye-gate, the nose-gate, the mouth-gate and the 
feel-gate. A giant, Diabolus, launches an attack on the city by camping outside of the ear-
gate and persuading Mansoul to eat the fruit of the knowledge of good and evil. But, 
before doing that he shoots and kills two of the most noble citizens of the city: Mr. 
Innocence and Resistance. Mansoul, then, eats the fruit, gets drunk from it and opens all 
the gates of his city. Diabolos and his army proudly step in and take up government there.

• The gate of your eyes needs to be open to God, but closed to the devil and darkness. 
• **You see, you can be open to God’s Word through your ear-gate, but if the eye-gate is 

open to the devil, all the fruit of the Word will be stolen. 
• God wants all your gates open to him and closed to the devil and his servants.

2) Your commission in life is to cultivate and guard the garden of your soul (Gen. 
2:15-17).

• You are also commissioned to cultivate and guard everything God has entrusted into 
your care.

• The serpent sneaks into the garden of Eden, but his aim is to get into man’s soul.
• Let’s look at his original camouflaged attack (Genesis 3:1-8).
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• The serpent parks himself outside of Eve’s ear-gate. His first attack is to get her to 
doubt God’s Word. 
• Know this: the devil doesn’t want you hearing God’s Word. He doesn’t want you to 

hear authentic preaching and he does’t want you to read the Bible. And if you do 
hear it, he wants to confuse you and attack the foundation of your faith in God’s 
Word. 

• Once the enemy can get into the ear-gates, he can open up all the gates of the city. 
So first, like Christian in Pilgrim’s Progress you need to shut your ears to every voice 
contrary to God’s.

• You’ll never reclaim the eye-gate unless the ear-gate is first reclaimed.
• Next, the serpent wants you to open your eye-gate. “For God knows that in the day you eat 

from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil” (Gen. 
3:5). He doesn’t mind you seeing good as long as you are seeing evil too.

• The eye-gate is still under great assault today––TV, internet, billboards, magazines, people 
on the streets seeking attention.

• Especially, the serpent wants you to see *nakedness. The first thing they realized when 
Adam and Eve eyes were ‘opened’ is that they were naked (Gen. 3:7). 
• The devil wants to pervert your life through nakedness. The only nakedness that is 

acceptable is in the marriage relationship.  
• Look at how careful Shem and Japheth were not to look on their father’s nakedness 

(Gen. 9:20-27)
• See the three pronged attack of the enemy on Eve: 1) Lust of the flesh (the tree was good 

for food) 2) Lust of the Eyes (it was a delight to the eyes) 3) Pride of Life (the tree was 
desirable to make one wise).
• 1 John 2:15 - These are the things of the world (without God)

• Again, God has called you to cultivate and guard the garden of your soul as well as those 
entrusted into your care. You need to be very careful what you are letting into your house 
through TV, music, magazines, internet and books.
• You need to guard the gate of the eyes of your children.

3) Jesus has crushed the head of the serpent and has given you the victory (Gen. 
3:14-15).

• The serpent’s (satan’s) curse: Genesis 3:14-15
• Here we see the war between satan’s seed and the woman’s seed, Jesus Christ.

• “He shall crush you [the serpent] on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel”
• What does this mean?

• Jesus crushed the serpent on the cross, but he himself was wounded––yet, Jesus 
was not mortally wounded like the serpent one. 

• Romans says, “The God of peace will soon crush satan under your feet.” (Rom. 16:20; 
cf. 19)

• You are in a war if you are one of God’s seed. It’s an every day battle. God wants you to 
guard and cultivate the city of your life. He wants you to strengthen it’s walls and fortify it’s 
gates. God wants his truth and virtues ruling your city, rather than the enemy’s 
perversions.

4) Reclaim your eye-gate by looking to Jesus (Num. 21:6-9, cf. 4-5).
• How did God defeat the serpent so that your eye-gate can be reclaimed and healed?
• The short passage about the serpent on the pole (Num. 21:6-9; cf. *4-5 - complaining about 

the journey).
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• So why was it that looking at a bronze serpent on a pole healed the Israelites? Was it 
idolatry?
• If read wrong, you may think so. God commanded that the Israelites were not to make any 

graven images of things on earth. 
• First, it healed them because it was done in obedience to God’s Word. God said make 

it.
• Second, the sign of the serpent on the pole, showed the enemy was defeated. 

• Excuse the graphic illustration, but it’s like an army raising the head of it’s enemy on a 
pole. It’s speaks of conquering and defeating the enemy. So remember, the serpent is 
defeated!

• Third, it was a sign of a far greater reality––a prophecy. Jesus would become cursed 
on the cross so that you would be blessed. Jesus would take the curse of sin on 
himself. 
• If you look to him by faith you are healed (See John 3:14-15; cf. Gen. 3:14-15).

• Now, when temptation comes to your eyes, turn away from it and look to the cross. 
• Look at the intensity of how Christ suffered for your sin. Look at the pain that the lust of 

your flesh, the lust of your eyes, and your pride caused him. Then, in seeing that sacrifice, 
know that you are healed.

• You see Jesus through the eyes of faith
• Are you looking at Jesus? Are you looking at God’s Word? Are you seeing your 

circumstances through the eyes of faith? Or, are you fixed on the world’s darkness?
• Looking at a serpent on a pole is not a pretty sight. The cross also wasn’t pretty, but it’s 

through the cross you are healed.

Conclusion: Look to Jesus to heal you and reclaim the gate of your eyes. Make every effort to 
keep your eyes open to God and closed to evil.

END NOTES

nes Standard, ensign, signal pole, banner, sign
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