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Texts: “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me” (John 10:27). “Oh that 
My people would listen to Me, That Israel would walk in My ways! I would quickly subdue their 
enemies And turn My hand against their adversaries” (Ps 81:13-14, NASB).

Theme: Your soul is like a city and your ears are the master gate into this city. Reclaim your ear-
gate for God’s Kingdom rather than the enemy’s dominion.

Intro: Your soul is like a city that has five gates––your senses. You have an ear-gate, eye-gate, 
mouth-gate, nose-gate and feel-gate. Your enemy, the devil, tries to infiltrate and darken your 
soul through penetrating these gates. However, you can fortify your gates so that the enemy is 
kept out and only God is allowed in. Today, we will focus on the ear-gate––the master gate to 
your heart.

1) The ear-gate is the master gate. Keep your ears sound and the whole city of your soul 
will be safe.
• Keep your ears secure and strengthen this gate.
• In John Bunyan’s Holy War, Diabolus, initiates his attack on Mansoul through the ear-

gate. He knows that if he can penetrate the ear-gate, he can take the whole city.
• Bunyan calls the ear-gate “the chief gate of the corporation” (pg. 29).
• Picture the ear gate as the first entrance gate, larger than all the rest.
• Here we are talking about about your physical ears and your inner, spiritual ears.

• Look at how the enemy worked in the beginning (Gen. 3:1-5).
• The serpent assaults Eve’s ear-gate. 
• His first tactic is to break up the foundation of trust in God’s Word. He wants to yank 

the carpet of God’s Word from under their feet to cause them to fall.
• He’s like a magician doing the classic trick of pulling the table-cloth off the table with 

all the fine china on it. 
• You think the fine china is safe, but because the table is slippery without its cloth, the 

glasses and dishes can easily slide off.
• Who you listen to will either make you rise or fall. 

• Let’s look at the event chain:
• Serpent—->Speaks—>Unbelief—->Disobedience
• Satan’s verbal assault: 1) Questioning God’s Word, 2) Lies, 3) Accusations, 4) 

Distortion (twisting words) and 5) Intimidation.
• Unbelief and doubt is a result of listening to the wrong one. Faith is the result of 

listening to the Right One––the Creator.
• God—>Speaks—>Faith—>Obedience

• The way out of the Kingdom is the same way back into the Kingdom, but in reverse.

2) You may powerful, but if you open your ear-gate to the wrong voices, you will be 
stripped and blinded.

• You may be blessed by God. God’s hand may be on your life. You may be used powerfully 
by God. But, Samson is a warning to you, not to take it for granted.

• Look at the example of Samson (Judges 13)
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• Samson has a great call. His life begins with God’s voice. (The words ‘call’ and ‘voice’ 
go together and have to do with the ears.)

• His parents are told that he is to be a Nazarite (consecrated to God). 
• To be obedient to God’s unique call he cannot shave his head. 

• His parents listen and he listens too.
• Though, Samson’s call is strange and makes him stand out, he listens and obeys 

(shema).
• You also need to obey God’s unique call on your life, though it makes you different from 

others. This is where the power comes from––listening to God.
• Samson has tremendous power from God because he listens to God. 
• But, soon like Eve he begins to open the gates of his soul to evil (Judges 16:1-3).
• Samson can tear down the gates of the enemy (physically), but he can’t guard the gates 

of his soul.
• Listen to this Proverb: “Like a city that is broken into and without walls is a man who has 

no control over his spirit” (Prov. 25:28).
• Delilah bombards Samson’ ear-gate over and over. This is how the enemy works, 

especially when you start playing with sin.
• Finally, after continual bombardment, Samson gives in. He tells Delilah the secret of his 

power and the Philistines cut off his hair (Judges 16:15ff, esp. v. 19)
• Look at the devastating effects of his sin: Judges 16:21 

• Eyes gouged. BLIND.
• Bound in bronze chains
• He becomes a grinder in prison

• The Lord mercifully restored Samson (he ended in a blaze of glory), but we need to be 
warned not to take the same path.

• Guard the gates of your soul, especially your ears and eyes.

3) Reclaim your ear-gate to be open to God’s truth and shut to the enemy’s lies.
• There are five ‘M’s to help you remember how to reclaim your ear-gate for God’s glory 

(Mnemonic Device).
• 1) Morning Devotion

• The first thing you should do in the morning is open your ears to God. 
• Look at Jesus’ example: Isaiah 50:4-9 & Mark 1:35-39

• 2) Meditation
• Through meditation you listen to God all throughout the day (Joshua 1:8-9). 
• You think deeply about God’s word and continually turn it over in your mind, looking at 

it from every angle.
• A radio is boring if it’s not plugged in. Unless you are constantly plugged into 

Scripture you won’t hear God’s voice.
• 3) Music (Word-inspired) (Eph. 5:19-20; Col. 1:16)

• Godly music helps build up your spirit and keeps you listening to God.
• Unclean music will do the opposite. It will open up your ear-gate to the enemy’s 

influence. The enemy has access to many through music.
• Music is like this chair. Somebody not saved probably made this chair. Looking at it will 

not defile me. However, if it has swear words all over it and a naked picture on it, looking 
at it will defile me. Notes and rhythms are not sinful in themselves, it’s the message they 
convey. 

• 4) Ministry (2 Tim. 4:1-5)
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• To reclaim you ear-gate, put yourself into a ministry that actually preaches God’s Word 
consistently and faithfully.

• This will strengthen and fortify your ear-gate.
• But, be careful who you are listening to.

• 5) Move (James 1:22-25)
• Don’t just hear the word, do what it says.
• True listening is doing. It’s moving based on God’s Word.
• If you hear, but do not do, you open yourself to the enemy. But, if you listen and act on it, 

you ear-gate becomes strong for God.

Conclusion: Put into practice these five things: 1) Morning Devotions, 2) Mediation on God’s 
Word, 3) Music, 4) Ministry and 5) Moving on God’s Word, and you will reclaim your ears for 
God’s Kingdom.
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END NOTES

You don’t see the affects of sin immediately. Instead, many times when you sin, you think you 
are safe because you feel good. But, you have opened your gates to the enemy and I can 
guarantee you, he will come in and set up camp. Look at Samson.

Samson 

1) Morning Devotion, 2) Meditation, 3) Music (Word-Inspired) & 4) Ministry 5) Move

The enemy comes in through the ear-gate, but God also comes in through the ear-gate.

Adam and Eve lost eternal life through the ear-gate, and it’s through that same ear-gate that we 
regain life. 

Last week I also said that you first have to reclaim the ear-gate before you can reclaim the eye-
gate. Today, I want to talk about your ear-gate. I want to show you how you can reclaim it and 
fortify against attacks from the evil one.

In the book, Holy War, by John Bunyan, we see that Mansoul falls by opening up the ear-gate. 
Diabolos stations himself at the ear-gate to gain access to the city. Once the ear-gate is taken, 
then the whole city is taken.

This is all based on Genesis 3. The ear-gate is the gate into the heart. It’s of first importance. If 
this gate is opened to the serpent, then all the other gates of your soul will be opened to the 
enemy. 

Genesis 2:8-9, 15-18; *Gen. 3:1-5

Watch how the enemy works.

He begins with words. 

Did you know words are more powerful than weapons?

Remember, how God created the heavens and earth. It was through his word. He spoke and it 
was so. Ten words were spoken to create the heavens and the earth.

The serpent tries to undo God’s work through words too.

His first attack is on the foundation of faith in God’s Word––“Did God really say?” Then, he tells 
Eve that what God said was wrong––it’s the opposite. 
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Be watchful about those who distort the word, especially through dodgy word studies. They may 
say, “It says here in English that just will live by faith, but it means in the Hebrew that the just will 
live by works.”

Who you listen to will either make you rise or fall? 

Serpent—->Speaks—>Unbelief—->Disobedience

Unbelief and doubt is a result of listening to the wrong one. Faith is the result of listening to the 
Right One––the Creator.

God—>Speaks—>Faith—>Obedience

The way out of the Kingdom is the same way back into the Kingdom, but in reverse.

Satan’s verbal assault: 
1) Questioning God’s Word
2) Lies
3) Accusations
4) Distortion (twisting words)
5) Intimidation 

These are all seen in Satan’s temptations of Jesus. The same way Eve was attacked with the 
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life––Jesus was also attacked, but 
overcame.

You will be as strong as the truth that dwells in you through the ear-gate.

“So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ” (Rom. 10:17).

“How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a 
preacher?” (Rom. 10:14).

If you continually meditate on God’s Word day and night, there will be no room for the devil’s 
voice to get in.

But, when your mind is full of worry, anxiety, fear, what others are saying, your mind becomes 
like a vacuum that the enemy can easily insert his lies.

“the father of lies”

It’s the Word of God––JESUS––who saves us and strengthens us. 

“He wakens me morning by morning…”

“He that has ears let them hear”

Hearing, true hearing, is not hearing the sound, but letting God’s Word penetrate into your heart 
so that it responds to God. It’s the depths of your being saying, “Yes, Lord!”
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“Today, if you hear his voice…”

“Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening”

“Sacrifice and meal offerings You have not desired; My ears you have opened” (Ps. 40:6, cf. 
7-8).

“This is my son, in whom I love, listen to him”

You reclaim your ear-gate by listening to God and rejecting the enemies lies. 

Shema Israel

“My sheep hear my voice…”

As long as Samson listened to God and his unique plan for his life, he had power. Once he 
stopped listening he lost his power.

Samson was strange and stood out because of his hair. 
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