
The Nuclear Gospel
01 - Living the Simple Gospel: Philippians

Church on the Park | Sunday, 23 OCT 2016

Text: Philippians 1:1-2

Theme: The Gospel is simple, but when you uncover its core it has nuclear power.

Intro: As I have been praying over our congregation and our different struggles, the Lord has led 
me to Paul’s letter to the Philippians. I believe God is saying to us, “I want to write the letter of 
Philippians on your heart. I want you to live out the simple Gospel.” Since July, this theme of the 
simplicity of the Gospel (Good News) has been in my heart and mind. Eight times Paul uses the 
word ‘Gospel’ in this small four chapter letter. And the best way I can sum up the letter of 
Philippians is that it is all about living out this simple, yet potent Gospel. And what is this Gospel? It 
can be stated in three or four words. In Romans it’s “Jesus is Lord” (Rom. 10:9-10). Similarly 
Philippians says, “that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord” (Phil. 2:11).

1) The Gospel is simple, but it has nuclear power when lived and preached (Phil 1:1-2, 5). 
• “I will rejoice in the simple gospel; I will rejoice in you, Lord” 2x ©2015 United Pursuit Music 

(ASCAP) and Capitol CMG Genesis (ASCAP)
• Here my question: “How did this city of Philippi, a city with no Christians, come to have an 

established church of saints, overseers and deacons/ministers? How did the church go from 
zero to a large body?”

• It all has to do with this simple, yet explosively powerful Gospel.
• “in view of your participation (koinonia) in the gospel from the first day until now” (Phil. 

1:5).
• They did not just believe it in their heads, but participated in it. 

• In other words, they shared in Jesus’ life, mercy, grace, peace and power. And this life 
radiated out from them and penetrated other hearts.
• The Gospel is God’s message, but its more than just a message––it’s Jesus’ body 

and blood.
• The Gospel is like a nuclear explosion. But instead of it bringing death and deformity, it 

brings life and transformation.
• Do you know the size of a nuclear warhead? 

• They come in different sizes, but one example is W80. Its 11.8 inches (30cm) in diameter 
and 31.4 inches (80cm) long and around 290 pounds (130kg).
• There’s two types of nuclear weapons: fission and fusion, or a combination of the 

two.
• Fission works by splitting atoms that cause a chain reaction; fusion works through 

joining atoms, causing a chain reaction. The sun is powered by fusion.
• In the same way, our message is small. In a nutshell it is this: “Jesus is Lord” (Phil 

2:11).
• But the power of this message will finally take over the world. 

• Jesus’ parables: Matthew 13:31-35
• The vision of Revelation 5:11-14

• I want us to see the chain reaction of life and power that the Gospel brings.

2) The Gospel penetrates barren lands and brings new life, one person and family at a time 
(Acts 16:9ff).

• Do you know where Philippi was located? It’s in Macedonia. This is just across the Aegean 
Sea from modern day Turkey (then, Asia Minor).

• It was through Philippi that the Gospel first broke into Europe and eventually made it even 
into Cesar’s household in Rome (Phil. 4:22).

© Copyrighted by Glen Gerhauser, 2016



• Let’s look at how the Gospel first broke out in Philippi. Turn to Acts 16:9
• The Macedonian Call and Paul’s response: Acts 16:9-10

• Paul had to respond to God speaking to him, though God’s Word came in an unusual way, 
in a vision.

• In order to bring the Gospel to Macedonia, Paul has to step out in faith and go to the 
other side of the sea, to go beyond anyone has gone before with the Gospel. He had to 
extend the boundaries, to stretch out the tent pegs (Isa. 54).

• Paul’s response meant others would soon respond.
• This is the chain reaction that I am talking about.

• When you respond to God, soon others will respond. Soon this causes a chain 
reaction.

• God sets up a divine appointment: Acts 16:11-15
• It happened out in the open by the riverside
• It happened not as they were trying to evangelise, but as they went to pray.
• The first convert is a woman, Lydia. She was a strong and powerful woman. A hard 

worker and sales person. Someone that worshipped God, but did not know Jesus as her 
Saviour.
• God uses women to bring breakthrough.

• “The Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul.”
• The Lord must open people’s hearts, otherwise they will not understand and they will 

remain closed.
• Her salvation leads to her whole household being saved.
• Like Zachhaeus, she immediately opens up her home, showing the fruit of salvation.

• Religion often means just going to services, but relationship means we open up our 
homes.

• If the heart is open, the home will be open.
• [Note: I realise that when you have small kids, it’s hard to open your home. That’s more 

the time you need people to be hospitable to you because you are just trying to survive 
each day.]

• The Gospel has power, breaking demonic powers: Acts 16:16-21
• The slave girl with the spirit of divination

• She says the right thing, but by the wrong spirit
• We see this with the demons that manifested at Jesus’ presence, declaring him to be 

“the Son of God.”
• The Gospel is not merely sharing the right words (the truth), but in the right spirit––by 

the power of the Holy Spirit
• Paul get ‘fed up’ and finally casts out this demon. But this brings strong opposition and 

causes a riot. 
• What we find is that as the Gospel takes new territory there is fierce spiritual 

opposition, and this is especially seen in persecution. 

3) The Gospel is not hindered by unfavorable circumstances and spiritual conflict (Acts 
16:22-30).

• No matter what the circumstances and conflict, when you honour God, he turns it for the 
good.

• Look also at Philippians 1:12: “Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have 
turned out for the greater progress of the gospel, so that my imprisonment in the cause of 
Christ has become well known throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone else.”

• Let’s see Paul and Silas’s reaction to being imprisoned and beaten (Acts 16:22-30)
• Note: Philippians was written another time Paul was in prison. Most likely he wrote it while 

imprisoned in Rome. Interestingly, he is in prison much longer this time. We can see that God 
doesn’t always do the same thing each time. But, it always does something good and 
amazing when you trust in him. 

• Acts 16:25-26: “But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to 
God, and the prisoners were listening to them…”
• Here we see the power of praying, singing and praising in your darkness.
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• This sets off another explosion, a chain reaction. 
• Soon the jailer asks, “What must I do to be saved?”

• Then him and his whole household believe and are baptized.
• Persecution, insults, opposition, prison, unfavorable circumstances and accusations cannot 

hinder the Gospel. Actually, when you put God first they propel God’s purposes further.

Conclusion: The Gospel is simple. It can be summed up in three words, “Jesus is Lord!” But this 
message has nuclear-like power. When you respond to Jesus, it causes others to respond to 
Jesus, until there is a vast harvest of souls gathered into God’s Kingdom.
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END NOTES

“Since the primary contribution of v. 4 is the identification of Paul’s joy, the basis of Paul’s joy is 
revealed in v. 5. The NIV correctly captures the relationships by stating “because of your 
partnership in the gospel.” The relationship between Paul and the church went deeper than 
human friendships. They had a tie that came from joining in the work of God in the world. 
Such cooperation in the spread of the gospel was something Paul appreciated very much. 
That fellowship was with Paul only in an intermediate sense; the ultimate contribution they 
made was to the spread of the gospel itself.

“‘Fellowship’ is a major theme of the letter. The word occurs primarily in the Pauline Epistles 
(thirteen of nineteen times in the New Testament) and three times in Philippians. In 2:1 Paul urged, 
“If any fellowship with the Spirit,” and in 3:10 he expressed his desire to share in the “fellowship of 
sharing in his sufferings.” Additionally, the verbal form of the word occurs in 4:15, which the NIV 
translates “shared with me.” This last occurrence presents a context for understanding Paul’s use 
of the word in Philippians. It referred to the believers’ involvement with Paul by sending a gift to 
support his work. The grammar of 1:5 confirms this primary meaning. The noun “partnership” may 
be followed by various cases or parts of speech. For example, in the other two occurrences of 
“fellowship” in Philippians, the word “of” occurs. Here the word “unto” follows. In other places where 
the preposition “unto” follows, the people experience “fellowship” by contributing to a gift (Rom 
15:26; 2 Cor 9:13). Thus when Paul thanked God for their fellowship “in [eis] the Gospel,” he 
meant that they were contributing to the spread of the gospel in tangible ways, i.e., 
primarily through their support.

Melick, R. R. (1991). Philippians, Colossians, Philemon (Vol. 32, p. 56). Nashville: Broadman & 
Holman Publishers.

Participation (Koinonia) WORD STUDY

2842. κοινωνία koinōnía; gen. koinōnías, fem. noun from koinōnéō (2841), to share in. 
Fellowship with, participation.

(I) Participation, communion, fellowship (Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 1:9; 10:16; 2 Cor. 6:14; 8:4; 
13:14; Gal. 2:9, “right hands of fellowship,” the pledge of communion; Eph. 3:9 [TR]; Phil. 1:5, “your 
fellowship in the gospel,” accession to it; 2:1; 3:10; Phile. 1:6; 1 John 1:3, 6, 7).

(II) Communication, distribution, a metonym for contribution, collection of money in behalf of 
poorer churches (Rom. 15:26; 2 Cor. 9:13; Heb. 13:16).
Syn.: eleēmosúnē (1654), compassion, beneficence, alms; metochḗ (3352), partnership.

Zodhiates, S. (2000). The complete word study dictionary: New Testament (electronic ed.). 
Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers.

34.5 κοινωνίαa, ας f: an association involving close mutual relations and involvement
—‘close association, fellowship.’ ἵνα καὶ ὑμεῖς κοινωνίαν ἔχητε μεθ’ ἡμῶν ‘in order that you 
may have fellowship with us’ 1 Jn 1:3; δἰ οὗ ἐκλήθητε εἰς κοινωνίαν τοῦ υἱοῦ αὐτοῦ Ἰησοῦ 
Χριστοῦ ‘through whom you were called to have fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ’ 1 Cor 1:9.
 
Louw, J. P., & Nida, E. A. (1996). Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament: based on semantic 
domains (electronic ed. of the 2nd edition., Vol. 1, pp. 445–446). New York: United Bible Societies.

Gospel Word Study

Hebrew: 
291 publish, bear (good) tidings, preach, show forth. (ASV and RSV similar.) (bāśar) ּבָשַׂר
Derivatives 

291a .flesh (bāśār) ּבָשָׂר
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291b .tidings (bĕśōrâ) ּבְׂשָֹרה

This root and its derivative occur thirty times in the ot. Sixteen of these are in Samuel-Kings and 
seven are in Isaiah. The root is a common one in Semitic, being found in Akkadian, Arabic, 
Ugaritic, Ethiopic, etc. The root meaning is “to bring news, especially pertaining to military 
encounters.” Normally this is good news, but (contra Friedrich, TDNT, II, p. 707) it need not 
necessarily be so (I Sam 4:17; II Sam 18:20 where tōb is specifically appended). The Akkadian 
bears this out, for the word is largely neutral there.

Basar - This concept of the messenger fresh from the field of battle is at the heart of the 
more theologically pregnant usages in Isaiah and the Psalms. Here it is the Lord who is 
victorious over his enemies. By virtue of this success, he now comes to deliver the captives (Ps 
68:11 [H 12]; Isa 61:1). The watchman waits eagerly for the messenger (Isa 52:7; cf. II Sam 
18:25f.) who will bring this good news. At first, only Zion knows the truth (Isa 40:9; 41:27), but 
eventually all nations will tell the story (Isa 60:6). The reality of this concept is only finally met in 
Christ (Lk 4:16–21; I Cor 15:54–56; Col 1:5, 6; 2:13–15). [TWOT]

Greek:
2098. εὐαγγέλιον euaggélion; gen. euaggelíou, neut. noun from euággelos (n.f.), bringing good 
news, which is from eú (2095), good, well, and aggéllō (n.f.), to proclaim, tell. Originally a reward 
for good news, later becoming good news. In the Sept.: 2 Sam. 18:22, 25. In the NT, spoken only 
of the glad tidings of Christ and His salvation, the gospel. Found twice in Acts, once in Peter’s 
epistles, once in the Book of the Revelation, but not found in Luke, nor in the epistles or Gospel of 
John Related to euaggelízō (2097), to announce good news. Also from euággelos (n.f.): 
euaggelízō (2097), to evangelize, proclaim the good news.

(I) In the books of the NT, particularly in the sense of glad tidings, except in the writings of Paul.
(A) The gospel of the kingdom of God (Matt. 4:23; 9:35; 24:14; Mark 1:14). By implication (Matt. 

26:13; Mark 1:15; 13:10; 14:9; Rev. 14:6, “eternal gospel” [a.t. {cf. Luke 2:10}]). See basileía 
(932), kingdom. “Kingdom” must be interpreted in this context as the rule which God 
establishes in the hearts of men when Jesus Christ is received by faith. The gospel of the 
kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of God are one and the same thing (Matt. 19:23, 24). It 
means first and primarily the rule of God in the human heart because of Christ (Luke 17:20, 
21). It also refers to the kingdom in its future state during which the believers will reign with 
Christ forever (Rev. 22:1–5). In the above references, however, when it is the gospel of the 
kingdom of God or the eternal gospel, reference is to the invisible rule of Christ in the hearts of 
believers. By metonymy, it means annunciation of the gospel through Christ (Mark 1:1), also 
the gospel of the grace of God as manifested in Christ (Acts 20:24).

(B) In respect to the coming and life of Jesus as the Messiah, gospel, glad tidings (Mark 8:35; 
10:29; 16:15; Acts 15:7; 1 Pet. 4:17). Later, euaggélion came to mean a history of Jesus’ life such 
as we have in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

(II) In the writings of Paul, the gospel, that is:
(A) Generally the gospel plan of salvation, its doctrines, declarations, precepts, promises (Rom. 
2:16, “according to the gospel which I preach” [a.t.]; 11:28; 16:25; 1 Cor. 9:14, 18; 15:1; 2 Cor. 4:3, 
4; 9:13; 10:14; Gal. 1:11, “the gospel which was preached by me” [a.t.]; 2:2, 5, 14; Eph. 1:13; 3:6; 
6:19; Phil. 1:5, 7, 17, 27; 2:22; Col. 1:5, 23; 1 Thess. 1:5; 2:4; 2 Tim. 1:10; 2:8). The gospel of 
Christ made known by Him as its founder and chief cornerstone (Rom. 15:19, 29; 1 Cor. 9:12, 18; 
Gal. 1:7; 1 Thess. 3:2; 2 Thess. 1:8). The gospel of God, of which God is the Author through Christ 
(Rom. 15:16; 2 Cor. 11:7; 1 Thess. 2:2, 8, 9; 1 Tim. 1:11). By antithesis, héteron (2087), another 
but different gospel, including other precepts (2 Cor. 11:4; Gal. 1:6).
(B) By metonymy, the gospel work, i.e., the preaching of the gospel, labor in the gospel (Rom. 1:1, 
9, 16; 1 Cor. 4:15; 9:14, 23; 2 Cor. 2:12; 8:18; Gal. 2:2, 7, “I was entrusted to preach the gospel to 
the Gentiles” [a.t.]; Eph. 6:15; Phil. 1:12; 4:3, 15; 2 Thess. 2:14; 2 Tim. 1:8; Phile. 1:13, “in bonds 
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on account of labors in the gospel” [a.t.]). In Rom. 10:16, “all have not obeyed the preaching of the 
gospel” (a.t.), i.e., the gospel as preached. [WSNTDICT]

33.217 εὐαγγέλιον, ου n: (derivative of εὐαγγελίζω ‘to tell the good news,’ 33.215) the content of 
good news (in the NT a reference to the gospel about Jesus)—‘the good news, the gospel.’ οὐ γὰρ 
ἐπαισχύνομαι τὸ εὐαγγέλιον ‘for I am not ashamed of the gospel’ Ro 1:16. In a number of 
languages the expression ‘the gospel’ or ‘the good news’ must be rendered by a phrase, for 
example, ‘news that makes one happy’ or ‘information that causes one joy’ or ‘words that 
bring smiles’ or ‘a message that causes the heart to be sweet.’ [Louw-Nida]

In the NT Jesus Himself is the εὐαγγελιζόμενος. He Himself is the content of His message. 
Elsewhere this is true only in the imperial cult. On εὐαγγελίζεσθαι in this cult → εὐαγγέλιον. In 
the sense of “to promise” or “to reveal,” εὐαγγελίζεσθαι follows a different usage from that of the 
Bible. The Word ceases to be active, creative and effective. It reveals, instructs and intimates the 
future. The “actuality of pronouncement”58 is thus lost. [TDNT]

Gospel Etymology

gospel (n.) 

Old English godspel "glad tidings announced by Jesus; one of the four gospels," literally "good 
spell," from god "good" (see good (adj.)) + spel "story, message" (see spell (n.1)). A 
translation of Latin bona adnuntiatio, itself a translation of Greek euangelion "reward for bringing 
good news" (see evangel). The first element of the Old English word originally had a long "o," 
but it shifted under mistaken association with God, as if "God-story" (i.e. the history of 
Christ).

The mistake was very natural, as the resulting sense was much more obviously appropriate 
than that of 'good tidings' for a word which was chiefly known as the name of a sacred book 
or of a portion of the liturgy. [OED]

The word passed early from English to continental Germanic languages in forms that clearly 
indicate the first element had shifted to "God," such as Old Saxon godspell, Old High German 
gotspell, Old Norse goðspiall. Used of anything as true as the Gospel from mid-13c.; as "any 
doctrine maintained as of exclusive importance" from 1650s. As an adjective from 1640s. Gospel 
music is by 1955. Gospel-gossip was Addison's word ("Spectator," 1711) for "one who is always 
talking of sermons, texts, etc."

***

Fission and Fusion Reactions. Chain Reactions.

I want you to see this nuclear power of the Gospel as Paul brings it in Macedonian, especially one 
of its leading cities, Philippi. 

We will see it’s a simple message, but supernatural. The Macedonian Call.

But this meant suffering and conflict. But not suffering and conflict because of rebellion and lack of 
integrity. There’s a lot of people who lack integrity, then are ‘persecuted’, and then blame it on 
Jesus and their Christian faith. That’s not the suffering and conflict I’m talking about. 

Acts 16:1-10 - The Macedonian Call
Acts 16:11-13 - Paul responds and goes to the other side
Acts 16:14-15 - Lydia and her household respond

There’s immediate fruit - hospitality - opening her home.
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When you respond to God’s call, others will respond to God’s call. It will start a chain reaction. 

No matter what the opposition, God will turn it for his good, when you keep him first.

Paul and Silas Imprisoned
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