
Gripping Grace
Discussion Guide

Sunday, 09 June 2013

“When he [Saul/Paul] got to the outskirts of Damascus, he was suddenly dazed by a 
blinding flash of light. As he fell to the ground, he heard a voice: “Saul, Saul, why are 
you out to get me?” (Acts 9:3-4, The Message)

Text: Acts 9; Main Thought: God’s grace is what transforms people’s lives. Like a pair 
of sporty traction shoes, grace gives us strong grip, enabling us to walk in God’s way. 
When the message of grace is distorted, it is like the greece on the floor of a fast food 
chain. Cheap grace causes us to slip and slide, ultimately falling.

1) How do we see God’s grace encountering Saul/Paul? Describe his life before God’s 
grace. Describe what his encounter with grace looks like. What happens to Saul/Paul 
when he sees Jesus? (Acts 9:1-7)

2) Was Saul/Paul worthy of God’s grace? Did he earn God’s grace? Explain why. What 
does this teach us about God’s grace? (Acts 8:1-3, Acts 9:1-2). 

3) In what way is Isaiah 65:1-2 fulfilled in Acts 9:1-19? How does Paul later use Isaiah 
65:1-2 in his letter to the Romans? See Romans 10:16-11:6

4) What similarities are there between Acts 9:3-4 and Genesis 3:9-11? What do both of 
these passages reveal to us about God? See Luke 15 for more details.

5) How does Paul describe God’s grace in 1 Corinthians 15:10 and Titus 2:11-14? How 
does Jude describe false grace? (Jude 3-4)

6) Have you encountered God’s grace in your own life? Explain. How has God’s grace 
transformed you?

7) How does Jesus’ life, death and resurrection reveal to us God’s grace? In what ways 
do you see this grace operating today?

8) Describe Paul’s call/commission in Acts 9:15-16. In what ways is your own call like 
this call. 

9) How did Paul respond to his encounter with Jesus? See Acts 9:17-19. Have you 
been baptized? Have you been filled with God’s Spirit? If not, are you ready to?

10) In conclusion, sum up God’s grace. What is it? What does it look like? How does it 
transform? Who needs it? Please pray together.
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