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Text: 1 Peter 1:1-2

Intro: The letter of 1 Peter begins with an introduction full of deep and broad theological 
truths. These spiritual concepts set the foundation for everything that Peter writes to 
encourage believers as they struggle with persecution and the things of this world (cf. 1 
Pet. 5:12).

Read 1 Peter Challenge

In this small introduction we have mammoth and monumental concepts and doctrines

1) We as believers are exiles in this world––people of a different culture.
• The first thing Peter establishes is identity––his identity and the identity of the people 

he is writing to. 
• “To those who reside as aliens, scattered...” (NASB)
• “I, Peter, am an apostle on assignment by Jesus, the Messiah, writing to exiles 

scattered to the four winds...” (Message)
• “To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout...” (NIV)
• exiles - “strangers, foreigners, aliens; ‘people of a different culture’

• παρεπίδημος parepídēmos; gen. parepidḗmou, masc.–fem., neut. parepídēmon, adj. from 
pará (3844), near or close to, and epídēmos (n.f.), stranger, which is from epí (1909), in or 
among, and dḗmos (1218), a people. A stranger, sojourner; not simply one who is 
passing through, but a foreigner who has settled down, however briefly, next to or 
among the native people (Heb. 11:13; 1 Pet. 1:1; 2:11; Sept.: Gen. 23:4; Ps. 39:12). Also 
from epídēmos (n.f.): epidēméō (1927), to reside as a stranger. Christians are different 
from the world and they are meant to be different. They are different because 
they are chosen by God.

• He also says they are “scattered throughout”
• Peter here is alluding the modern believer to Israel when she was scattered in 

the Babylonian exile (cf. 5:13; also the use of the word ‘diaspora’). 
• His framework of thinking is Israel’s history––especially in Babylon, Egypt and 

the wilderness. 
• At first, Peter is establishing identity. They are foreigners in this world. They are 

scattered, so they don’t have the privileges natural support. And most of all they are 
chosen by God.

• We will never be able to live the way God wants us to live unless we know 
who we are. 

2) God’s people are scattered, which means we do not have the privileges of 
proximity to one another.
• Scattered. Why does God scatter? Peter and Pentecost.(Acts 2:5-12, 41-47; 4:4, 

*8:1-3)
• Picture Peter in Jerusalem. The Holy Spirit is poured out. There is a great harvest 

and wonderful fellowship and fervent prayer. It seems like heaven on earth. Then 
a persecution breaks out. The people of God are now scattered, weak, vulnerable 
and small.



• Psalm 137:1-4 - Or, picture yourself in the Babylonian exile. Captured. Your 
houses and land taken away. Exported. Distressed. In an environment where 
God is not honored.

• God scatters because he is sowing us into the world. He’s scattering us like a sower 
scatters seed (Mark 4:26-34).

• Scattered like seed. Christians are like mustard seeds––small and vulnerable in a 
hostile culture. But they became like trees growing through concrete cracks.

• As small seed, they are weak, outnumbered, small, vulnerable, persecuted, but by  
God’s power take root and eventually take over. But it takes time and requires 
patience and meekness. “They meek shall inherit the earth.”

• The main things exiles need are hope and courage. And that is what this letter gives 
us.

3) We are chosen by God and this gives us security in a foreigner and hostile 
culture.
• It’s being chosen by God that gives us security in the midst of the prejudice we 

receive as foreigners.
• It’s important for us to go to some Bible examples to understand what it means to be 

chosen.
• “Not one missing, not one forgotten. God the Father has his eye on each of 

you...” (Message, 1 Pet. 1:1-2)
• Examples: Jer. 1:4-8; (Isa. 40:27-28; Isa. 41:4, 8-10); Deu. 7:6; *Isa. 43:10; *Matt. 

4:18-5:1
• God’s choice of Israel meant they were in a unique and unparalleled relationship with 

God. God chose to be their God, and they were chosen to be his people.
• It meant a personal relationship with the Lord. But this didn’t mean others were not 

important and foreordained to hell. Instead, it meant that they were chosen to show 
God’s goodness to the nations. 

• My faith needs to be rooted in the fact that God chose me and you. 

4) How were we chosen and for what were we chosen for?
• Allison’s question...
• Chosen for what? To be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his blood.

• Obedience to Christ is a simple concept to understand.
• Sprinkled with his blood is a little more difficult. It comes from the imagery of the 

Passover and the temple. 
• Someone who was sprinkled with blood was cleansed of their sin and made holy 

to God. They were set apart and different. God could be close to them because of 
the blood.

• Here we also see The Triune work of God:
• How were we chosen?

• “According to the foreknowledge of God the Father”
• God knew us (and even this church) before he created. He created for love 

of us. He created because he chose us. 
• He could have kept to himself. He could have said, “These people are too 

much of a pain in the neck.” But, he didn’t. He chose us even before he 
created

• “Through the sanctifying work of the Spirit”
• He foreknew us and actively sought us by his Spirit. His Spirit sanctified us, 

which is a fancy way of saying he made us holy––set apart for him. He 
purifying us from sin. He gave us the fire of his Spirit.

• “to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his blood”



• This is why? God’s salvation is for our obedience and his ownership of us.

5) Lastly, in the introduction to Peter’s first letter we discover God’s heart for us:
•  Grace & Peace in abundance

 
END NOTES

διασπορά diasporá; gen. diasporás, a fem. noun from diaspeírō (1289), to scatter 
abroad. A scattering or dispersion, spoken of the state of dispersion in which many of the 
Jews lived after the captivity, in Chaldea, Persia, and chiefly in Egypt, Syria and Asia Minor 
(Sept.: Jer. 34:17). In the NT, it refers to the dispersion of the Jews (James 1:1; 1 Pet. 1:1). 
In John 7:35 “the dispersed among the Gentiles” means the Jews dwelling either among 
the Gentiles generally, or among nations that used the Greek language, e.g., in Egypt and 
Asia Minor, the Hellenists (Sept.: Ps. 147:2).1

1 Zodhiates, S. (2000). The complete word study dictionary : New Testament (electronic 
ed.). Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers.


