
Blazing Faith
01 - 2 Peter: Blazing Faith

Sunday, 07 April 2013

Text: 2 Peter 1:1. “Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, 
To those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of 
our God and Savior, Jesus Christ” 

Intro: Today, we start a new series on the book of 2 Peter. The first verse captures the 
heart of Peter’s purpose in writing the book. It’s a book about faith, but not any old faith. 
It’s about genuine and growing faith. In the first verse we learn three specific things 
about faith: 1)Faith is precious and valuable, 2) Faith is received, and 3) Faith flows 
from God’s righteousness.

1) God wants us to have blazing faith, not blasé faith.
• Peter is writing to those who “are chosen to have a faith of the same value” as 

them (see endnotes). Specifically, he’s meaning of the same worth as the 
apostles. 

• He wants them to have an apostolic faith––a faith that’s valuable, an effective 
faith. He is writing his short but potent letter so that believers don’t drift off into a 
defective and deformed faith.

• Faith is always the beginning of our journey with God. You cannot know God 
without faith––you can’t know God through your own works or efforts. In other 
words, all your works will not earn your right into God’s presence.

• It’s only through God’s work on the cross that we have any right to relate to 
him, to know him. (Eph. 2:8-9)

• We know through Scripture that we are saved by faith alone, but authentic faith 
never stays alone. True faith is alive and living, it works hard to become more 
godly in character and grow in the knowledge of God (cf. 2 Pet. 1:5, 1:8-10, 
3:17-18)

Blaise Pascal

• The man who was the brains behind the modern computer was named Blaise 
Pascal (1623-1662). He is the one who invented what is called “the first computer.” 
He was someone that encountered God and had precious faith. He created a 
calculator in 1642 at eighteen years of age... (French inventor, mathematician, 
physicist and genius).

• He also invented the roulette machine, the wrist watch, the hydraulic press, 
the calculator and laid the foundations for the theory of probability. 

• He is a man that shaped our modern society because of his genius.
• “There is a God shaped vacuum in the heart of every man which cannot be filled 

by any created thing, but only by God, the Creator, made known through 
Jesus” (Pascal)

© Copyrighted by Glen Gerhauser, 2013



• Pascal was a brilliant man, but also had a blazing faith. He described his 
encounter with God as FIRE. (Found sown into his coat after he passed away):

“The year of grace 1654 Monday, 23 November...From about half past ten in the 
evening until half past midnight.

Fire
“God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of Jacob,” not of philosophers and scholars.
Certainty, certainty, heartfelt, joy, peace.
God of Jesus Christ.
God of Jesus Christ.
My God and your God.
“Thy God shall be my God”
The world forgotten, and everything except God.
He can only be found by the ways taught in the Gospels.
Greatness of the human soul.
“O righteous Father, the world has not known you, but I have known you.”
Joy, joy, joy, tears of joy.
I have cut myself off from him.
“They have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters.”
“My God wilt thou forsake me?”
Let me not be cut off from him for ever!
“And this is life eternal, that they might know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have 
sent.”
Jesus Christ.
Jesus Christ.
I have cut myself off from him, shunned him, denied him, crucified him.
Let me never be cut off from him!
He can only be kept by the ways taught in the Gospel.
Sweet and total renunciation.
Total submission to Jesus Christ and my director.
Everlasting joy in return for one day's effort on earth.
“I will not forget thy word.” Amen.

• What is blasé faith? It’s the opposite of blazing faith
• Blasé means “uninterested because of frequent exposure or indulgence; 

unconcerned; nonchalant; lacking enthusiasm, bored.” It comes from the 
French, “to satiate” or “to disgust or sicken with an excess of sweetness, 
richness or sentiment.”

• Blasé faith is faith that has lost the fire

2) In order for our faith to be genuine it needs to be given to us by God
• Just like Blaise Pascal, Peter had an encounter with Jesus that changed his life 

(Matt. 4:18-20).
• Matthew 16:13-20. Jesus said that Peter’s faith was not of human origins. It 

wasn’t based on his imagination, it was something that the heavenly Father 
revealed to him.

• In the same way, we need to receive our faith from heaven. And if we have already 
received a heavenly faith we need to remind ourselves that it’s source is God not 
us.
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3) The gift of faith comes from the righteousness of God and Christ
• The mystery of righteousness.
• How can God be both just and merciful?

• God must judge sin in order to be just. But God is also merciful. How can he be 
both just and merciful at the same time? 

• The answer is in the cross
• Romans 5:6-8; cf. Rom. 3:21-26

Conclusion: Authentic faith is too valuable for us to get blasé about it. Faith is given to 
us by God’s righteous and ultimately Jesus died innocently on the cross to give us this 
most precious gift. If you don’t have this kind of faith ask God to reveal himself to you 
through Jesus Christ. If you do, keep the fire of your faith burning bright.

END NOTES

“If God does not exist, one will lose nothing by believing in him, while if he does exist, 
one will lose everything by not believing in him.” - Pascal

The year of grace 1654,
Monday, 23 November, feast of St. Clement, pope and martyr,
and others in the martyrology.
Vigil of St. Chrysogonus, martyr, and others.
From about half past ten at night until about half past midnight,
FIRE.
GOD of Abraham, GOD of Isaac, GOD of Jacob
not of the philosophers and of the learned.
Certitude. Certitude. Feeling. Joy. Peace.
GOD of Jesus Christ.
My God and your God.
Your GOD will be my God.
Forgetfulness of the world and of everything, except GOD.
He is only found by the ways taught in the Gospel.
Grandeur of the human soul.
Righteous Father, the world has not known you, but I have known you.
Joy, joy, joy, tears of joy.
I have departed from him:
They have forsaken me, the fount of living water.
My God, will you leave me?
Let me not be separated from him forever.
This is eternal life, that they know you, the one true God,
and the one that you sent, Jesus Christ.
Jesus Christ.
Jesus Christ.
I left him; I fled him, renounced, crucified.
Let me never be separated from him.
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He is only kept securely by the ways taught in the Gospel:
Renunciation, total and sweet
Complete submission to Jesus Christ and to my director.
Eternally in joy for a day’s exercise on the earth.
May I not forget your words. Amen.

***

On this day, November 23, in 1654 Blaise Pascal had a dramatic encounter with God. 
He wrote of his experience, and sewed it into the liner of his coat. It wasn't until after his 
death that people learned of this and realized everywhere he went Pascal carried this 
experience with him. This encounter has become known as "Pascal's Night of Fire."

Here is "The Memorial":

λαγχάνωa: to receive, with the implication that the process is related somehow to divine 
will or favor—‘to receive.’ ἔλαχεν τὸν κλῆρον τῆς διακονίας ταύτης ‘he received a 
share in this ministry’ Ac 1:17; τοῖς ἰσότιμον ἡμῖν λαχοῦσιν πίστιν ἐν δικαιοσύνῃ τοῦ 
θεοῦ ἡμῶν καὶ σωτῆρος Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ ‘to those who through the righteousness of 
our God and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours’ 2 Pe 1:1. It 
is, however, possible to interpret λαγχάνω in Ac 1:17 and in 2 Pe 1:1 as referring to the 
process of divine choice and thus translate as ‘be chosen to have.’

λαγχάνω lagchánō; fut. lḗxomai, 2d aor. élachon. To obtain by lot (Luke 1:9), to have 
fallen to oneself. To obtain (Acts 1:17; 2 Pet. 1:1). To cast lots (John 19:24). The Mishna 
informs us that the various offices of priests and Levites in the daily service were 
determined by lot.
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